MRANSSTIDERS 3AMNED FROM SERVINS IN THE MILITARY
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President Trumo recently sent out a Tweet stating that he would no
longer allow transgenders to serve in che military, in any capacity. As an
American citizen, I found this to he extremely offensive, for a number of
reasons. First, this is America, a country known the world over, not only for
the democracy and rignts LD Jl7es 103 oWl Zficizens, but also for its
willingness to interfers with how other leaders run thelr country, espacially
when the rights of its citizens are being violatea. As such, you'd think that
the last thing we'd do as a nation would be to tramole on the rights of ocur
own, regardless of our views on Lhe subject, but sadly, this 1s exactly what
we've done, yet again.

I've naver lived as a transgender, so I find it difficult to speak from
a personal point-of-view on the issues they're suffering, but right is right
and wrong is wreng. Straight, jay. transgenasr, at the end oF the Gay, wa're
all just people struggling in the pucsuilt of hapoiness, somz2thing guaranteed
to us by the Constitution. while we mignt no find our neighoor's preterences,
sexual or otherwise, aposaling to us, who are we [0 gictate their lives to
them; so long as thev'rs not hurcing anyone? should somsons who's gay or
transgender be willing to maxke the ulcimate sacrifice to theilr country, our
country, who am I, or anyon2 else, for that matter, Lo dl3Countc chelr attempt?
Particularly because no can't pick ana choose wnich rights chey're scanding up
for. Ic's an "all or nothing" prooesition, and by anlisting, they've mace the
decision to stand up for vour rights as well as theirs.

e other reason [ founa Prunc's actlons so offensive was because nis
conqauct contributes towards an uncertain worla, wnile at the same Lime,
foscering a aictatorship. We live 1n a dzmocracy, WJhich means tnat, at least
in theory, our way of life is supposed Lo be set torlh by tne majority. Every
time Wwe ses a new oparty taking office in the role of the President of the
United States, the first thing he aoes 1s use his executive powers to overturn
any executive orders 1issued by his oredacsessor(s). For example, when a
Democrat is the POTUS, feaderal funds can be used for things like aborcions,
and executive orders are issues to that effect, but when a Republican is the
POTUS, any previous orasrs ars lmmedlately nullified by a new order
specifically banning any Cfeaeral funds from being usea Lo oay for abortions.
Does this mean that transgenders will now sez their way of life, their ability
to serve  in- the military, dictaled Dy Th=s paciy afriliation of whoever's 1n
affice? Ang if so, wnat's next? Jill chese Eluctuations also include gays 1in
general when 1t comes LO serving in the milicary., open or not? Women? IL sSeems
to me that Hitler did something similar in his atLampt Lo create and promote a
"master race."

qur nation coula have chosen any symbol it wanced to gefine itself, and
the one we chose was the Statue of Liberty, which has an 1nscription
celebrating the fact that we're so willing to taks the scraps and casctoffs
from other countries. Ironic. wouldn't you say, that for a countcy who prides
itself on irs diversity 13 now s223xing to scifle 1t.
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