MacGyvers IN THe MakinG

RememBer THE 1.V. series oN ABRC caLLep Mac Gyver ?

TIT WAS THE SHow WHERE SoME DUDE CouLD MAKE AN AToMIC RBOMR
WiTH A LIGHTER, A EHTTERH'J AMD A PAPER CLIP... OR DISARM AN ENTIRE

COUNTRY WITH NOTHING MORE THAN A LAPToP, A CELL PHONE, AND A
SUNDIAL. WeLL, HERE IN PRISON, WE'VE GOoT QUITE A FEwW MacGYVERS
OF OUR owN. GRANTED, L Don't SEE ANY OF THESE GUYS AS EVER BE-
ING IN A T.V. SERIES WITH THEIR LITTLE CONCOCTIONS, THAT PRORABLY
AREN'T ANY MORE BIZARRE THAN WHAT MacGYVER LEARNED To MAKE
IN KINDERGARTEN. HowWEVER, CONSIDERING WHAT THEY HAVE To WORK
WITH IN HERE, L MusT ADMIT THAT L HAVE BEEN AMAZED AT SOME
OF THE USEFUL Devices THAT l've ceMe ACRosS. LIKEWISE, IF You CoN-
TINUE To READ ON, You MAY FIND THE INGENUITY oF THESE MacGyveR

WANNABES A LITTLE INTERESTING YOURSELF.
GHJ IF You HAPPEN TO BE AN EX-CON, DON'T Go GETTING ALL EXCITED. i

MEAN, IT'S NOT LIKE I'M GoING To ExPOSE SOMETHING NEW THAT CouLD
HELP You BusT YouR BupDY OuT OF PRISON, OR DISCLOSE SoME KIND OF SE-
CRET WAY To BReak INTo THE D.O.C. coMPUTER SYSTEM S0 Ysu CAN
CHANGE HIS RELEASE DATE. [HESE ARE JusT SIMPLE KNICKKNACK THINGS
FoR THE GENERAL PUBLIC, AND L WoulD Re WILLING TO BET THAT EVERY
fjHE OF THEM HAS BEEN ON THE OFFICERS RED FLAG LIST LONGER

THAN I"JE BEEN DoOWN.
TOOLS: IN THE ARERA OF TooLS, YoUu'VE GOT A COUPLE OF DEVICES

THAT L MYSELF HAVE USED IN THE PAST. THEY INVOLVE TRANSFORMING
THE GUTS ofF A “AA" BATTERY INTo A SEWING NEEDLE, AND THE SHAP-
ING OF A PEN CLIP INTo A SCREWDRIVER. [HIS CATEGORY ALSO INCLUDES
THE CREATING OF A LIGHTER WITH NoTHING MORE THAN A CoOUPLE OF
BATTERIES AND SOME STEEL WooL, THE MAKING oF A BATTERY CHARGER
WITH SOME WIRE AND THE FLUORESENT LIGHTS IN OUR CELLS, AND THE
BUILDING OF A STERNO (PRISoNS VERSIoN oF A BUNSEN BURNER) WITH THE
BoOTTOM HALF OF A 50DA CAN AND SOME LARD,

ENJTOYMENT: THis CATEGORY INCLUDES THE PLEASURES OF BEING |
ABLE To LISTEN To THE [.V. THROUGH A RADIO, THANKS To THE ELECTRO-
NIC WHIZZES WHo KNow How To TAKE AN FM TRANSMITTER FRoM
A STANDARD W/ALKMAN RADiO, AND STRATEGICALLY CONNECT IT To THE

SPERKER WIRE OF THE TI.V. We ALSo HAVE ONE OF THe FIRST THINGS
L LEARNED, HowW To MAKE A DECK OF PLAYING CARDS WITH |3 MILK
CARTONS. |HEN WE HAVE THE INDIVIDUALS WHa CANNGOT QUIT THEIR ADD-

ICTIONS. THEY HAVE DISCOVERED THAT You CAN TAKE THOSE BRowN
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PAPER TOWELS, SOAK THEM IN COFFEE, AND VOILA You HAVE
RoLLING PaPeRr. OTHER ADDICTS HMAJUE LEARNED To CREATE Buck,

(PR1SoNS VERSION OF AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE) BY SIMPLY CURING A
MIXTURE OF WATER, SUGAR, AND FRUIT IN A TRASH BAG. (PREFERABLY AN

UNUSED DHE)
COMFORT:® InN THIS CATEGORY, MY FAVORITE HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE

ABILITY To MAKE EYE COVERS FRom A TRIMMED PIECE OF CARDBOARD, A
SOCK, AND SoMeE ELASTIC. (THEREE ALWAYS GOING TO BE A LIGHT oN SoME-
WHERE , THAT IRRITATES You THROUGHOUT THE M!&HT) IF THE TEMPERATURE
(5 AT AN UNCOMFORTABLE HIGH, THE EASIEST WAY To MAKE YouRSELF AN A/C
UNIT 15 TO PuT A TRASH BH& OVER THE WINDOW AND CUT A HOLE,S0 THAT
AT LEAST THE BREEZE FRoM OUTSIDE 15 BLOWING YOUR DIRECTION. IF THE
TEMPERATURE 15 AN UNCOMFORTABLE Low, MANY TIMES You'LL SEE GUYS
WEARING SKkuLL CAPS MADE FROM SoME OLD LONG JOHNS.

PERSONAL HYGIENE: THERE ISN'T REALLY Too MUCH To MENTION REGARD-
ING THIS CATEGORY, AND L SWEAR ON A STACK oF BisLes L Have
NEVER TRIED !:ITHER ONE. Hm.dEUEF:‘ T was ToLD BY MY INFORMANTS IN
HERE THAT THEY HAVE SEEN GUYS USE ToOTHPASTE AS AN ACNE MEDICINE,
AND OTHERS WwHo HAVE USED HoT WATER AND SUGAR AS A BoDY WAX,
MAKING MONEY: In THIS CATEGORY, WE HAVE Mac GYVERS WHo WILL
USE THEIR TALENT To EARN MONEY, AND OTHERS WHO WILL USE IT To
STEAL MoNEY. A TATToO ARTIST, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS To FIRST DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCT HIS TATTOO GUN, UEUHLLH’ FROM A BATTERY POWERED
RAZOR. THEN, THE MAKING OF HIS INK 15 GOING To TAKE THE CHANGING
OF SOMETHING LIKE KITCHEN GREASE, HAIR GEL, OR (ARE You READY
FOR THIS T )HEMORRHOID CREAM. Quick QUESTION. WrY ARE THEY CALLED
HEMORRHOIDS ANYWAY T THEY SHouULD BE CALLED ASTERoIDS. AT ANY RATE,
THE THIEFS JoB iS5 A LOT EASIER, BECAULUSE HE CAN MAKE A LOCK PICKING
DEVICE FROM A SLIVER OF A SODA CAN.

SAVING MONEY: Being THE TIGHTWAD THAT i HM} T wAs A LITTLE
UPTIGHT WHEN MY CoMBINATION Lock STARTED STICKING AND JAMMIN G
UP. FoRTUNATELY, BEFORE SPENDING #G. 77 (pLus TaX) ON A NEW ONE, A
MrcGYveER IN MY DORM SHOWED Me How To CREATE S0Me GRAPHITE DR‘E
LURRICANT FRoM A #2 PenciL. It Now GLIDES LIKE IT'S BRAND NEW.
OTHER MoNEY SAVERS REFUSE To SPeEND #Y4.69 on A NEW WATCH, IF
JUST THE BAND BREAKS. So THEY'LL USE THE BACK STRAP FROM OMNE c::F
THEIR CRoCS AS A WRISTRAND. ANOTHER FAVORITE 1S THE SAVING OF $3.04
ON A RAINCORT BY USING A TRASH BAG, WITH A HEAD SiZE HOLE IN THE
RoTTomM, To CoVER THEMSELVES. (PREFERHEL‘:” AN UNUSED ONE)
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COOKING UTENSILS @ THE CHowW HALL ISN'T THE ONLY PLACE A

PRISONER CAN EAT. L KnowW L wWouilD MUCH RATHER ENTOY MY MEAL IN
THE COMFORT AND SERENITY OF A CELL. THIS WAS MADE MUCH MORE

CONVENIENT AT A PARTICULAR CAMP L wAS AT, WHERE EACH CELL
HAD ITS owN HEATER THAT WaS OPERABLE |2 MoNTHS oUT oF THE YEAR.
So THE TRANSFORMING OF THAT RooM HEATER To A STOVE WAS GUITE
EFFORTLESS. Hc.wEUER THAT'S NoT THE WAY iT's BEEN AT ANY OTHER
1've BEEN ToO. S{} ‘;‘ﬂu HAVE A GADGET KNowN AS A STINGER,
(PrisoNs VERSION OF A HEATING ELEMENT) THAT SOME GUYS WILL MAKE
FROM A PIECE OF PLASTIC, A BELT BUCKLE, AND 5SoME ELECTRICAL WIRE.
OH, AND DoN'T FORGET ABOLT THE STERNOG T MENTIONED EARLIER. THAT
EDULD BE VERY USEFuUL IN TH1S CATEGORY AS WELL.

So THERE You HAVE IT FolKS, JUST A FEwW EXAMPLES OF THE TYPE
OF INVENTIVE HANDIWORK DEVELOPED BY THE MeN of D.O.C. T'LL
ADMIT, THEIR DEVICES MIGHT NOT BE AS BRILLIANT AS MaceGvyvers
CREATIONS, BUT THEY ARE A LOT MoRE CONCEIVABLE.

M




