Governors State of the State Lgnores Prison Tssues

On Tonuary 4, 2018 Mississippi Gavernor Phi) Bryant gave Wis Siate of whe

Stare Address 1o the Mississippr legislarure .

hs Governor Bryont anncunced that he'd be asking the \egislature 1o approve another
" ¥rooper sehool” in R0V8 - a move thar Would put more Siate TToopers \n service than of
any fime in the ogency's Mistory = he made no mention of the 550 stoff vacandies in
the Miesissipp) Department of Corrections ( MDOC) . No mention of how MDOC is
hﬂmﬁmﬁ by smf?iﬁ shorrages , no Mention of how o STarting anjurj of 3 99,189
0 an 1ndu5*rt3 where vhe narional averoge Starying sn]urj of $39,000 contributes o
stafhi ng shorrages ond lack of quadity and compeience wnong yhese who ore hired .
Hs Governor Bryant lamented the “deplorable” conditions of the Department of
Public Safery (DPS) headquarters wnd announced intent 1o build o new “srose of The
art ” DPS headquarters y he made no menvion of how the majority of the stare's
90,813 prisoners \ive for years in wuly deplorable condifions W arare ond private
prisons. TThe stare’s nuwest prison wWos buh in 1989 5 W's oldesy opened \n Y50 « The
math is simple . 6 for the state's private prisons 5 laek of oversight and proper monagmen
hos tendered their conditions even Worse than e Stare prsons . B apparantly none of
this made the governor's priority hist.
While the governor spoke; DPS Direcror Marshal Fisher and MDOC Commissioner
Pelicia Hallsat side by side in the gallery . Governor Bryan publicly recognized
Mr. Fisher ) applawnded his work , and spoke of his ageaey's Needs . Sovernor Bryant
did not even bother 1o mention Commissioner Pall's efforis since raXing over MDOC
or the needs of her agency,

As state Representarive J3.P, (M 'Cfn‘g") Nughes sad in the Democrat's Response ,
Governor Bryant's oddress was more of the “ aame old same old *,

Mississippy 38 Nif1h in e nanoen in incarceration , \ast in educarion and last in
healtheare . “There are 90; 313 people in MDAC fadlities and another 33,41 on
probarion or parcle . Healthcare for prisoners is a_joke . Rehabihitation does not
exist Unless the prsoner seeks it out on his or her own. Conditions in many foalities
wre not Tit Yo live in or for quards 1o work in.

In Q019 Mississippy will elect a new governor . Let's hope that he or she will
poy more atention 1o the readifies Within MDCC ) they've been \gnored long encugh .



