that time. I liked their work, but didn’t want to commit to their agenda.
1 saw that I could create an autonomous ABC and fill a great need.
Prisoners needed both an outlet for their writing and artwork and alse a
sourees of such literature that wasn't available to them, espectally free!

So, [ adapted the idea of a zine distro to focus on this vast prison
struggle. At first, [wiote some zines and added others [ thought had
something to say. Soon, I began to collaborate with prisoners and
shortly thereafter, made it the central focus of my work.

I wanted to work elosely with like-minded thinkers and writers and 1
forind them alright - usually alreddy in prison! ABC has a wonderful
history of dedication to the cause of liberating prisoners and dealing with
prisoners on a buman level - whether they were anarchists or not,
although it was begun to specifically take care of anarchist prisoners that
were being neglected by the other support groups. Anarchism is a very
open and vast set of powerful tools of understanding and engagement. It
can be-adapted as local groups see fit. To me, it made perfect sense to
start a heavy-duty anarchist-driven, prison-focused zine distro to help
educate and empower priscners and myself and others. It fit perfectly
with basie anarchist tenets such as mutual aid, prison abolition and
solidarity. It's from the underground up, not top down. It resonated.

“8.) Q: I think that you, Twitch, Coyote and a few other ABC
. writers and activists have given us a new perspective or
impression (for those who don't really know) what an
- pnarchist is. In that sense, vou guys have been like the
ambassadors for ABC. For our readers who might identify
with ABC, what's unifque about ABC? Are there any particular
zines that yvou'd recormmend? :

_Answer: Yeah, I was very impressed with the wonderful anarchists of
yesteryear, their articulation and dedication, but I wasn't satisfied with
what T was seeing written and done when [ first became so motivated.,
So, [ figured, OK, you'll have to make what you want to see actually
happen and not expect somebody else to do it. 1 felt I could do better
that what [ was seeing. [ saw a lot of confusion and toa little explanation
and lasting, woitten analysis, history, literature, ete. We needed to create
a whole new culture of anarchist revolt! For, the best that anarchism can
bring to the people is thinking and doing in real time focusing on the
tasiies of most coneern ta p&ﬁp[& and especially, espectally working
dirertly with the most oppressed. That was what was really lacking. Too
many “anarchists” were out-of-touch talking heads, intellectuals or sort

of secretive and working only in their small affinity groups. I decided to

get back to the basics of anarchism and get dght in the trenches with the
opptessed militane and firebrands of today, many of whom are prisonérs,
Coyote wrote a zine entitled, "How to Start a Prison ABC Chapter.” All
the zines have something to offer. Get a eatalog and cheose your pick.
Thanks Byron. [ appreciate your interest in my work. Feelings mutual!
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with Anthony Rayson !
1.} Q: What's your plans for 20137 Do you intend to IMFF the.
in operation? oo
#s2 [t ig in part accredited to you that WOD is in its #3 tion
now and even as WOD begins to branch online and explore
new ideas, venues, and options, we're also reviewing ot
i‘ml’le-:ﬁ\r: efforts o 'prn-mute the work ¥ou do ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂugh o
distro - encouraging a NEW GENERATION of prison nd[l* ors.
fter

Ariswer: Well, I bave indeed retired from my wage-slave job, after 38
straight years. December 315t was my last day. So, I will not haye the
monev I had to fund the sizable printing and mailing costs. 1 had fallen
behind on numerons projects and the whole distro was in a real mess.
So, I'm trying to sort through this massive amount of publications,
organizing them, taking stock of what T have, what I want to continue to
distro, work up new publications, continue to provide zines to the torrent
of onrushing requests and figure out how I'm going to switch gears and
develop alternative funding sources to keep this vital service goi
I have an appaintu‘::.nt with the librarans at DePal Uniﬁﬂﬁih}fllﬂ‘

update my collection on February 2oth. 1 really haven't sent new tines
to them, since 2008, Also, I need to figure out what to put in a 2013
catalog, whether to ask for money or postage, limit the amount r.‘n_f

- material prisoners can receive, ete. I'm looking for certain individuals to
step up and provide genuvine donations. [ don't want to try to get strings-
attached grants, 501{e) 3 status or a bank account for this distrol. That is
more trouble than it is worth. Doing things this way is difficult, but [
refuse to have any kinds of strings attached to this work, nor any
government or corporate iovolvement, which is the antithesis of my
heliefs. I do it this way to try to help teach people that alternative ways of
doing things are possible. People power i5 possible, but it needs people
to get off the dime to make it happen. You can't expect one person o da
all the work and also pay for everything. It's a challenge to people. If
they can't or won't help me help them and others, then it may be hard to
continue this service. I'm cautiously optimistic that a couple of brothers
in particular, will follow through with their pledge to help me fund this.

On January 15th, our son and his wife had a baby boy, who they

named Lincoln. This is our first grandchild, so that is a big change this
year. I hope to do more traveling to do presentations, participate in
conferences, meetings, actions, ete. I'm heavily involved in grassroots
waork in my area, as the Qutreach Coordinator for STAMD (Shut/This
Airport Nightmare Down) which [ co-founded in 1998. We're mienaced
by the possibility of eminent domain and quick take by the bankrupt
state of Minois for this unneeded airport and now, a private, foreign-
owned toll road. Also, ICE, CCA and the nearby city of Joliet are in talks
to create an unwanted Immigration Prison. There's 2 lot of ongoing
strugzles - class struggles, anti-war work, anti-prison advocacy, you 3
name it! Hopefully, I won't have to get a part-time job. We'll aee,
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2.} ): What must we do in order to support this medium -
zines and "prisoner zines" in particular in a significant way?

Is it the funding as noted above, postage, resources? Is it lack
of innovation? Or iz it a lack of interest for a dying mediwm?
What are your ﬂ‘-l.ihughts an this? 3

*** | definitely have a new respect for the work you do through
your distro since you've started publishing the WOD series.
Seeing how much is invested in the printing & distribution of

just ope zine has made us extremely grateful for that support.

Answeir [ think WOD and other people who realize how transforming
zines are, particularly for prisoners, need to rethink everything they
think others feel about them. Look. It is all about the "ideas™ in these
zines! it is not about slick color covers, fancy, computer-generated
graphics and glossy pages. It is about direct, one-to-one education.
Going online, doing "e-zines"” and buying into all this hyper-technology is
a bad move. This is low tech - easy to do. It is relatively cheap. Itisa
great way to get explosive ideas into the hands af indigent, lumpen
prisoners, who are starving for empowering education. Why more
people aren't doing this and opting for "smart™ phones, texting and all
that zombie stuff, is very infunating to me. Yeah, you can google

anything and get the "facts” - but all this is really a sort of admitting that

they have given up on being a genuinely thinking human being. Are we
going to regurgitate bogus, violence-glorying "culture” or explode with-~
thrillingly written all new truth and reality? Make no mistake. The
written word is potentially the most impacting of all cultural mediums.
"Dying medium?”™ Who says? Prisoner zines are an exploding
medium! "Lack of innovation?™ What is mei’ﬁ
zines and I'm not easily impressed. I'm bored to death by the computer,
movies, the idiot box, ete. People are so plugged into this rotting society,
that even in prison, they can't think outside the box - even while they
waste away in ope! People need to become self-reliant and not a slave o
some computer or high-tech gadpet. Revolution incubates in the brain!
As for helping me, people can help fund my work, ask how [ can help
them do similar work, ask family, friends and radical student groups to
help defray costs of printing and mailing - and get real, not virtual!

3.) Q: I know vou collaborate & work with a number of
prisoners on assorted projects. 'What's the future hold for
Fines ¢ ing out of your distro? Any new rines, projects, or
[ﬂnnt&&'hvuluﬁunm, anarchist prisoner writers you'd want
to introduce? this is where to do it. We would like to be the
' nexus for them,
“** Over the past several years, I've read and enjoyed many
zines written by spme very talented writers and activists.
' Political prisoners, New Afrikans, anarchists. These are
undoubtedly some of the folks responsible for inspiring and
maotivating me to start writing but most notably, were the

by this? T'm thrilled by
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I think I've reprinted #1 four times and #2 three times. So, thatis 200
and 150 copies, respectively. [ have maybe 20 of each left. So, soon, I']
have o reprint more of each, not to mention the upcoming #3. '

On December 15th, [ did a presentation at the College of Complexes -
"The Playground for People Who Think!™ It was about the free school
education that [ do. ['wrote a g-paged introducton and had the
testimony of 29 prisoners as to why zines are 5o important to them. [
finished it by giving a quick history lesson about the free school
educators of yesteryear who inspired me, quoted them, ete.

Coyote Sheff, a prolific anarchist prisoner writer, who is beloved by
prisoners everywhere, wrote some powerful stuff for iy presentation.

He wrote two essays and a poem. He mentioned WOD as one of eight
zines prisoners should lay their hands on. That's a pretty good company
you guys are keeping! It's all over the country, mostly in California,
Coyuote also wants to write for WOD, as you know. I've sent it to zine
reviewers, like "Show Me the Money” and it received a positive review. It
takes a while for zines like this to gain "legs." But, I'd say, with your
social media component and the pro-active work you do promoting it in
your circles, it'is being sort of fast-tracked, more so than other good zines
who don't have these other avenues of outreach. So, yeah, people are
getting hip to it and asking for it :

7. 0z You've been a political activist for a long time? A "fieree
free-thinker”, but it wasn't until the mid-go's that vou found
yourself a serious anarchist, right? How did that lead you to
ABC and starting your own distro?

W‘:‘: Well, 1 was quite active as a high gchool kid. After all, it was the
Ga's” and things were popping all over. I went to demos sinee I was
maybe ten, and continued to be quite active until my mid-twenties. But,
I hadn't really hooked up with any organization that I felt comfortable
with and I really hiad no say in how things were organized, who spoke at
rall:t:a‘, wasn't doing serious argument crafting, sitting in plan ning
meetings, etc. [ did, however, write my first zine at age twenty in 1974,

But, T was still a kid basically, who hadn't learned much, hadn'
experienced much, and was peripheral to events. Once Vietnam wound
down, it seemed that the air had been taken out of the resistance balloon.
[ wils sort af dﬁjﬂ:ﬂtﬂd and focused on my private life - finding & mate,
having a job, paying for a place to live, ete.

[n the early 1990'%, I read a powerful interdew with Moel Ignatisv in
Progressive magazine and this catapulted me into hooking up with the
zine uudergn?und and the anarchist underground. By this time, I'd
h_ﬁ:nmela sertous writer of essays - an anarchist polemicist. [ wrote a 9
zine entitled Thought Bombs which I looked to have people read and -
collaborate with. More and more, the more astute respoises were
coming from prisoners, 50 I gravitated to prisoner support as my form of
anarchist expression and agitation. AK Press was now up and running
and many great books were being published about anarchist history and
ABC. T contacted ABC groups in the U.S. and Canada - ABCF groups at



the country and world. Some have more staying power than others,

. @ame aren't even called "ABC™ but some other name, but none-the-less
are anarchist driven, prison abalitionist groups, doing prisoner support
work of one form or anather. There are other types of suppart groups -
socialists, communists, Black Nationalists, whatever. But, the anarchists
are the ones spearheading this zine revolution, particularly working
closely with prisoner writers and artists - aside from the well-known
prisoners like Mumia Abu Jamal, who gets his work published in books.

I work direetly with prisoners mostly, but I sometimes work with
other ABC's (or non-anarchist) groups supporting a particular prisoner,
or as part of a support network for an upcoming action (such as a hunger
strike.) Ilike to work with p:cq{f: who are determined to see a project
through and get things accomplished. Mostly, I rely upon my self, solely.
That way, [ don't have to wait for someone else to do their parttoseca
project to completion. 1 haven' put a list together of "ABC” type groups
lately. If people are really interested they can google ABC or ask me a
specific question. Like anything else, people need to be pro-active to find
out what they are interested in finding out.

As well, there is a definite "Black Seare” going on right now in
America, and anarchist infoshops, collectives and individuals have been
raided and arrested and charged with overblown “terrorism” charges.

So, with snitches, government infiltrators and so forth, being used to
hamper our work, many people are playing it sort of close 1o the vest,
Not me, though. I'm very upfront about what 1 say, think & do. Then
again, I'm an old man - 59. [ have a track record and am respected by my
community as an indefatigable grassroots arganizer. 1 have a house,
wife, children, job, car, ete. I used to have a job/anyway. I'm all about
free school education. T'm not interested in getting arrested, so 1dont
involve myself in activities that might get me arrested. But | will nat
compromise my voice! I will call out this monstrons government always!

6.3 ©Q: Upon release of our zine series last year, you advised
that it was getting a lot of good feedback. Can you give me an
idea of the number of prisoners who have requested WOD), and
where it might be circulating to date?

JAHSWER: 1 write a lot of letters to prisoners. I've developed a close and
trusting relationship with several particularly active prisoners and we
have extensive discussions, via these letters, Mostly, these are men who
"ve worked with on zines. Astute men, knowledgeable men, who make
sure they keep up with all the latest zines and other real thinking going
on in this world today. They're the ones who hip me about WOD. They
tell others to get it. Onee a prisoner gets it, he or she shares it with

again, prisoners from other prisons write and say so-and-so from
anather gulag told them to ask me for WOD. Some prisoners list their
favorite zines in a piece they wrote and might list it as one of their
favorites. Some ask how they can contact the writers of WOD.

others at that particular gulag. Then they want their own copy. Then 3

e

many introductions to zines that you partook in which evoked
the curiosity that is now responsible for the genesis of Write or
Dtie. Aside from the aforementioned intro's would you
EMRCOurage ”Pir'i.ng authars I|III comrades to write a #Einc If so,

why?

Answer: Like Coyote says, we will continue to chum gut zines always
striving to make them better, more liberating and useful. We have 100%
contral over the editorial content of our publications, No one else can
say that, And we are serious revolutionaries who have pmctic:.a:‘ our craft
of writing and involving ourselves in struggle. These are invaluable skills
that anybody can develop for themselves and use to great effect.| Making
yourself a conscious, motivated human being is the highest calling there
is. Sharing that insight and helping create other free-thinking human
beings is what the powers that be (the liars and murderers we ¢ nstantly
expose and eall-out) fear the most! They want cynical, TV-watching
slaves who have given up on life and fight amongst themselves. [(We want
driven human beings actualizing their talents and pursuing rhe:ir
interests to build a better world. It doesn’t happen without a
revolutionary, real-time culture and any culture's bedrock uudni-pi_n ning
is brought to life by their best writers. !

You yourself, testify to the motivating power of these zines, whigh
helped you decide to embark on your own zine projects. 1 didn't hear you
talk about TTME magazine or some best seller, now did I? But aven you
are buying into the “dying medium” bullshit of the scaredy-cat, do-
nothings! Zines deserve to be genuinely respected for what they are -
powerful weapons of liberation! Of course, most zines are garbage. But
you can find that this is true of any mediom. Even groups of PtFp'IE are
like that, Most do a lot of nothing and a small n@mber are serinrlsh.r
motivated and do not allow ANYTHING to hamper their worle the
trick is to find these serious, talented and brilliant people and work
closely with them to increase the volume & scope of the explosive truth!

There's a lot of "new” writers and artists I'm in various stages of
collaboration with, as well as tried and true ones, who continue to ereate
amazing work - even in the face of repression! This is about lifg and
death, not about what some thoroughly conditioned to "go with|the
brain-dead program” person on the "ins” or "outs” feels about zjnes!
They can ignore our work, nat have their tender sensibilities disturbed by
the blurted-out wrenching truth, Too bad for them because the best,
most important writing is coming out of the prisons and written by those
who genuinely are involved in this struggle. For those interested, and
they are growing, write for a catalog and a sam ple. Stamps or personal
money orders / checks would be appreciated and poured 100% back into
all of this.

[ encourape peaple to write zines all the time. [nertia is a powerful
force. Just getting off the dime and starting to write is a major 5
milestone! ['ve seen depressed, self-loathing people start to write zines
and lo and behold, they blossom into brilliant writers, thinkers,



researchers, poets and essayists. I offer to help them, too! That's part of
the really satisfying aspect of this work, Being there to help a Brother or
Sister begin their awakening and seeing their work published, getting
letters from perfect strangers lauding|them for their efforts means the
world to a prisoner. Their voice is important. They can and do have an
effect on other people's thinking. In shert, they become part of the
struggle. Our enemies are aware of this and react like the fascists they
are, b ng to gag them, intimidate them and hurt them, But, once a
mm%me a respected writer that others draw strength from, they
soar s what [ call the "fear line.” Life becomes very real! 1 liken it to
when a newborn baby comes into a couple’s lives. Their lives take an
exponential leap into a very real, veryiserious, 24-hour-a-day level of
crystal clarity. We're not playing games, here!

4.) Q: Notlong ago, you donated several hundred zines to the
DePaul University Zine Library which were later made
available online. There are web ites like ZINESWAP that
create & PDF template of one's zine that can be downloaded,

Any plans to do anything like that yourself?

Answer: Yeah, in 2007, I schlepped five or six boxes of zines I'd distroed
since 1998 up to DePaul. Years earlier, they started a zine library, but I
doubt they ever bargained for the massive amount of material that |
brought to the table. As well, the quality of the writing and the explosive
nature of the ideas expressed in these zines was stunning. A terrific
archivist spent months sorting it all out, cross-referencing them and
categorizing my collection of zines. The index of the titles is on their
website, They are also willing to print/and mail up to twenty one-gided
sheets of any zine.
. When the economic meltdown hit i 2008, I figured the zine library
would be one of the first programs they would feel the need to cut. I was
insanely busy all the time, working full-time and everything else, so1 put
off sending them more zines, as they are willing to absorb them and add
them in on an ongoing basis. So, I'm going to cateh up with that. I called
them and they are cool with ancther couple of boxes of zines, maybe 200
new ones!

As for websites, | had a website for my distro for a while, but it was
crashed when NBCi.com bought all the servers hosting free websites.
Later, here and there put some of my zines in websites and made
them d oadable, most notably Jeremy Hammond, who is now
allegedlsrthe *mastermind” of the Anonymous hackers. He's
incarcerated in New York City right now. 1 never was much interested in
computers. I liked pinball machines and hated PACMAN and all that
other video game crap, 1 work with and for p-1-i-s-0-n-e-r-s. They aren't
accorded internet access. Most people who care about prisoners and
these issues are serious activists and make it their business to connect
with other, like-minded individuals, nét o ily via the computer, I
have a very easy means to be contacted - my P.O. Box. It has been the

same since 1998. Anybody can write to me, but 98% of the letters I
receive are from prisoners. It is their lifeline, oftentimes! My question
is, why do so many people have their thumb up their ass and are sta ring
at & shupid screen, when they could access explosive writing and
hundreds of exhilarating zines, simply by dropping me a postcard. Hell!
They eould even use their computers to google me and email me a
request or something. But, they don't. So, why should I cater to them
and tailor my medium to accommodate their comatose lifestyle? I want
people with a pulse, you know?

I am overwhelmed with work, just crafting zines, making them
available, filling zine requests, ete. Where are all the computer geniuses
out there that could, if they wanted to, help me do that - make them
available online? They're too lazy, flighty, or whatever. I can't waste my
time holding their hands, you know? Besides, the authovities are always
looking for ways to shut this type of stuff down. Geing online makes it
eagy for them to track everything you do and people sort of self-censor
themselves or otherwise accommodate themselves to Big Brother.

I've always proclaimed all my zines as anti-copyright and encourage
other people to reprint anything and everything as they seo fit. Prisoners
are about the only group of peaple who are pro-active with this, sad to
say. Again, I'm looking for collaborators who are down for the struggle
over the long haul, not fly-by-nighters, dilettantes, wisby-washy types
and etc. We're in the business of blowing pecples’ minds, not kowtowing
to the fragile, eggshell minders. I'd love to see this stuff all over the
internet, all over the newsstands, nightstands, whatever. But, T have my
hands more than full and to bave it happen, others who have these skills
need to step up and prove their mettle, Jeremy did some real cool work,
but be had other fishes to fry, as well. Now, 1 have to send him zines.,

5.) O The zines published via your distro find their way into
prisons and facilities across the country, right? The ABC
network, chapters and affiliates are a pretty broad prisoner
support network. Give us an idea of the number of states and
facilities your distro reaches. Further, would you find a
moment to provide me with a comprehensive listing of the
national ABC chapters (contact info) as well as what cach of
them "specialize® in? : ;

Answer: Yes, my zines have made their way to all fifty states and many,
many prisons, jails, lock-ups, psych wards and ete. 1don't know how
many prisons, but a lot. Many, many prisoners have run across them,
one way or another. This, even though, guards and gulag censor trolls
are constantly destroying them. Once in, many people read them, too!
There are three types of ABC's. The ABC Federation, which focuses on
supporting recognized "political prisoners” the ABC Network, which does
suppaort work for social prisoners, too, including legal help and zines,
The third type is the autonomous ABC groups. I am attonomous, It
answer only to myself. These come and go like spring flowers all across
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