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By Marcus Henderzen
Journalizm Guikd Chalrman

After the 13th  Amendment
abolished slavery in the United
Siates, one of the first steps to-
ward the mass incarccralion of
African-Americans was Be onge-
gtion of Black Codes and Vagran-
oy Laws.

“Vinually from the momaon
the Civil War ended, the search
bogan for the legal subordinating
of a walatile Black populntion that
regarded ecancmis independence
a5 & corollary (outcome) of frees=

Lifg on @ sdanve plantation

Racial undertones of
America’s penal system

dom,” wrote Eric Foner in Recom-
shruciion America's Unfirished
Revalwrion 18331877,

As woon as LEGS, former Con-
federate states passed sweeping
vagransy-and labor contract laws
fo keep Blacks in place for plan-
iation work.

Some  laws limited Blacks’
freedom of movement, [mple-
meated curfews, and established
a pass system that effectively put
the state in the place of the for-
mer dbave master.

See Racitm on page §

Sell-Dafense

The FEL it 1956 created fis secret
Counierindel lsgence Frogram-—
COINTELPRO—10  pake  achion
against Black organizations viewed
a% subversive. Sikty-ong years later,
om Aug. 3, 2017, the FBI publkshed
an Ieelligence  assessmsen tithed
Bilack Identity Extremists Likely
Miotivated to Targer Law Enfonce:
mem Officers.

The iwa FEI his  had
striking similarities, despite the
pssn ge af 50 years.

[demity Extremiss peport

The “official ume only” Black
fallows
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Kathésen Clagwar, secrotary of informaton for the Black Panther Padty for

FBI report refiects
historical similarities

the Movember 2004 Grand Jury
deciston to 'exonerale the police of-
ficars imvelved in the shooting of
Michacl Brown in Forgason, Mo,
in August af that year.

“The FBI nsscases (lhatl 91 5 vgey
likely incidents of alleged police
nbuse against Africen Amcricans
simce then have costinmed to feed
e resurgence  in  Weclogically
meativated, veolemt criminal activ-
ity within the BIE movement,” the
TepeirT Lrve.
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Veterans’ 29" annual Toys—for—Tots gweaway

By Charles David Henry
Former Staff Writer

The holiday spirit enriched
the Muain Visiting Room for
five days in December. For
two consecutive  weekends,
the fully decorated seven-
foot Christmas tree was the
husiest place a1 San Quentin.
Inmates and their families
took pictures in front of .

For the Xnh consecutive
year, Marines from the San
Bruno Becruitment Station

donated toys for children of
mmates of the prison, This
year, the welerans -al San
Quentin put owt over 500
toys for the kids, the higpest
donation received inthe Tast
six years, said Gary Cooper,
president of the San Olsemin
Veteran (iroup.

This annual event was
2 humbling reminder why
San Cuentin veterans share
Christimas  weckends  with
families. 11 brings Jay and
happiness watching <hildren

[Precda by Edciar biaraeas - 550 Nepwmn
Chadren enjoying & day in the San Quentn visiling reom with their parents and toys

smile and say “Thank you™
after selecting :aﬂﬁinﬂw:u:.r
ropen, Cooper :

This vear's veteran's group
was represented by Cooper,
Tory Burch, Jodo Robin-
son, Beany Werener, Fakee
Hutchinson, Carl Rayviban and
Stan Baer, who all watched
the children choose a gift.
They had tovs for kids of all
ages.,

While some children wail-
od paticntly in line to enter
the oy room, others [oaked

through the window glow-
ing with smiles of excitement
wadting for their tum. There
were Tonka trucks, plastic
cars, constructien sets, - bat-
fery-driven  remole  combrol
foys, lunch '!;uah. o large wa-
riety of stulled dolls. Barbie
dolls, monkeys, trivia and
board games, puzzles and el-
ephants. Other favorite selec-
tions on disploy were action

boats,  baskethalls,
spccer balls, baschalls and
hats.

Julie Eane drove from San
Jose with her vwo kids, Riley,
& and Kaoi, 4, to sz her best
friend, Mick Bucci. Kai saw
the Monster High dolls and
gol 5o exeited she ook the
dodl off the table and ran over
ta her modher, radiating with
delighs, saying, “NMommy,
laak™

Inmate Sonmy Nguyen's
Il=vear-old nephew, Ethan,
came from Colorado o see
him for the first time. He was
=0 impressed, all he could
say was, "Whak a variety of
1oys”

Several younger kids saw
torys that ured their imags
inaticn, and were (oo exciled
1o sy anvthing. Four-vear
old Kamille likes the Beatles,
=0 when she saw the Beatles
dodl, all her mother could sy

was, “She knows all thein

mﬁi—" -~ said
chinson &ad, “The

kids bring us so0 muach joy
and happiness, it's just so
much fun giving something
to. someone who really ap-
preciates it”

Wemer said, “This is :n'_l.r

kast }":II' |l:|pul: in
guerum

I'ilbegmngmmmh:rpnmn
before the next holiday, 1°0
really miss it. But, this has
always been an opportunity
fior mee 1o give back to kids. 1
missed out on being & Eather
during ihese limes."”

“This is my way of sharing
with others, just seeing the
smiles on the faces of the kids
whose eyes. light up when
they sce the gift they like;
what a great feeling,” Cooper

“This is my [0th vear, and
it seems to pel better every
year, [t's so  encouraging
to see the engaging. When
asked about the meaning of
Christmas, appreciale Some-

Phala by Eddie Harena - 55 Neen

Vaterans displaying the various toys for the children

thing 20 stmple as a woy. It's
the giving back that [ enjoy.”

Inmate Ladel] Jackson and
hiz wife, Elayme, said they
hope that this will be his last
Chrestmas i prison, *1 am
going 1o the boand next year,
and I'm looking forward (o
uhtnlmg this joy outside of
prison

“Christimas season is al-
wavs the time (o remind our-
selves of how important fam-
iy 1&," inmate John Lam said.

“Holidays are imporiont
times of the vear, regardless
if you mre incide of odtsade
of prison. The best qualities
shared during the holiday
shoubd be the same qualities
we should share all year,” in-
mate Larry White said,



BE SOMEBODY
NOBODY THOUGHT
YOU COULD BE.
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p [he pessimist sees difficulty in
~every opportunity.

“The optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty.
WINSTON CHURCHILL




