OPEN LETTER TO GOVERNOR CHARLIE D. BAKER

GREETINGS - MARCH 25, 2018

Honorable Charles D. Baker

GUVESHOR AND DEPARTME
Office of the Governor an

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State House — Boston, MA 02133

Dear Governor Baker;

I am a prisoner at NCCI-GARDNER and I am anticipating that my priviledged
mail my not be reaching your office, but in a good spirit 1 am writing
this letter in support of my prior correspondence and proposal.

I know that you will be -re-elected, and in good faith, I am attempting
to touch your conscience by correcting the Willie Horton political Fiasco
and the Systemic structure that allowed it.

Enclosed you will find several documents as exhibits that support my
claims, that the power of the Judicial Branch of the Government for the
past 30 years has overpowered the other two Branches of the Government,
with more than 230 Judges appointed for life, 14 elected District
Attorneys, (one for each county), and 596 Assistant District Attorneys,
which is double the amount of members of the Legislative and Executive
Branchez of the Government. Please read some of the incidents that have
been effecting the status quo of those individuals who are representatives
of the same Judicial Branch in question. [Exhibit—4].

I am hoping that you consider the idea of changing the process, by electing
Judges with a five-year mandate and appoint the District Attorneys for
the county that they are representing.

Your Excellency,

I was an gctive representative of the Republican Presidential Task Force
‘and I was able to work toward electing potential Republican Candidates -
around the nation. I also played a role in obtaining a verbal public
declaration of regret from the people who used the Willie Horton Cam—
paign. It was recognized that those events had a racial motivation of an
Afican American raping a white woman during the Presidential election,
when there were other serious events involved on that same frame of time;

Please note that the political correctness of the Willie Horton Presiden—
tial Campaign did in fact effect the Massachusetts Department of Correc-
tion (DOC), regardless of the public apology that was given by the Chairman
of the National Republican Party, Mr. Lee Atwater, prior to his death.

That apology was accepted by the cord of the Republican Party Members.



[From Exhibit B - through — F, you can confirm my claims and efforts to
address those issues of concern].

Governor Baker,

As you recall, when you were working for the Weld administration, the
Department of Correction (DOC) moved from Human Services to Public Safety,
the words "REHABILITATION" disappeared from the political language, re-—
placed by the new context of CARE AND CUSTUDY". The Governor at that

time ignored my plea because I was a prisoner and he never recognized me
as a legitimate member of the Presidential Task Force operating from
inside the prison.

[Exhibit—-G] will further explain the SYSTEMIC structure that began in gang
activities and racial riots that gave rise to the multiple gang culture
linked into inner cities and increased the drive-by shootings. — While at
the prison system the prison administrators allowed the identification of
individual gang members as (STG)., And continue to do so as of today wit-
hout creating specic programs where those same individuals can clear
themselves out, in particular when'we don't have enough institutional jobs
for the entire prison population.

It is very important to reflect the reality on those matters, maybe half
of the jobs are accommodated at a very low pay scale of $0.50, $1.00,
$1.50 or $2.00 per day, half of that money can't be touched because of the
institutional policy on saving accounts.

The SYSTEMIC problems were further complicated when the state closed the
mental health clinic/facilities between 1993-1995, When the prison popula-
tion increased at a rate of 500 to 600 new arrivals, by 2008 the influx of
inmates who pleaded guilty (or) found guilty increased between 600 and
700, these new numbers began on 12/18/06 and 3/20/07. This estimation was
made based on inmates I.D. numbers every 3-months and does not reflect
those other individuals who are coming on Parole Violations and re—entry
into the state prison under the 52A. ;

Your Excellency,

The influx of new arrivals was partially reduced at the present time to
the numbers of the 1990's of 500 to 600 every 3 months. (research is 1li-

mited because I am a prisoner). .

CONCLUSION

While you are looking at other official papers, please consider the follo—
information as serious SYSTEMIC problems that need repair.

1. Nepotism or group of families in correction who have
created power plays as obstacles of investigation. It is also important
to mention that over the years I also met family members working in Co-
rrections and for the most part they are coming to do a job and leaving
the facility. But you have to identify those families who are creating obs-
truction of justice and cover-ups for abuse and corruption.

"



2. Correctional Program Officers (CP0) who are wor-
king for the (D.0.C.) and have a dual job as victim advocates
that played a role of promoting laws based on crime that is
taking place in the street or inside the prison. There is a
victim advocate office in place that can independently opera-
te and function by voicing their concern without the assis-
tance of the (CF0).

3. Guard-Union members who are playing a role in manipulating
in cliques and other forms of cover-ups for wrong doing while on duty.

4. (Exhibit-H) Is part of the REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION ON
SAFETY AND ABUSE IN AMERICAN PRISONS, where one of the witnesses was
Katheleen M. Dennehy who was the former Commissioner of Correction.
(Upon your request, I will send you a copy of that REPORT".

5. Appointing friends to higher positions who are looking at
the prison system as a business industry.

6. Review new policies being created effecting the visiting
proceedings and without a public hearing — Including mailing money to us
which must be sent to a company in Missouri! — The Missouri Company will
_in turn send the money to us.

I am hoping that this information will help you to make Prison Reforms and
changes in the Judicial System, just like the cleaning operation of making
good examples at the State Police Headquarters.

The final aspect for consideration is the Legal Departmgnt for the (DOC)
who has been very successful in winning 90% of the CIVAL COMPLAINTS in

Court by using technicalities against inmates who are/ filing legitimate
civil complaints. They also have been doing legal mghueveéring to cover-

CC: File [IMS:251/3]
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say are a relic of the failed war on drugs.

raising the age at which peo-

Maybe district attorneys in |
Sy Mﬂﬁa‘:’h‘lﬁeﬂs are utl:&ﬂ}" ;
:'¥ unassailable.

Year after year, they

=68 A whopping eight of the
- N _{’ Bl state's 11 top prosecutors

scent elections. Most will run unopposed |
iis year, to0. :
guifolk DA Dan Conley hasn't had an op-
onent since he first ran in 2002. Ditto DA
apathan Blodgett, in Salem. There hasn't
een a contested DA race in the Berkshire,
wristol, or Middle districts since 20086;
hough Worcester’s Joseph EarlyJr.hasa
hallenger this year. i

What gives? Are they all so brilliant at ;3
heir jobs that nobedy, including voters, bes
ieves someone else could do it better?

Mot quite. It turns out volers don't pay -
much attention to district atborneys. In fact,
in a survey for the American Civil Liberties’
Union of Massachusetts last year, more than

half of respondents said they believed indi-

vidual DAs had a minor, or no, impact on .«
how the justice system runs. Almost 44 per-
cent didn’t éven know chief prosecutors are
elected.

That's disturbing. Prosecutors have a mas- ye

stve say in how the system operates. They
choose how hard to go after somebody and
when to go easy. They decide the charges

;" * cruise to reelection without

even a hint of an opponent: aﬁm O e voronz, but their words .

faced no one in their most |

) charged with all but the most sericus
mtﬂm 18to 19. Andtheypush&db?ck
against changing the Law that m:ikes having
ey with anyone under 16 a criminal act 50
matmn'smsualsexhemrﬁenteansclnsem.
would no longer be prosecuted. They

great weight on Beacon Hill. .

Tf you think the criminal justice systemis |
100 kind to those accused of crimes, or if you -
thinlk it is unfair to pecple of color and th-:_
poor, then it matters deeply who your DA is.
1f you believe we're sending too few people to
prison, or too many, jt matters who your _Dfs.
is. :

- For example, Cape and Islands DA ]_'.uIl-
chael O'Keefe seems pretty saﬁgﬁ&dmth the
nuriber of peaple incarcerated In Massachu-
m?fi"here are places in the world where their
penalties . .. are miuch more draconian than
" incarceration; O'Keefe saidata legislative
hearing in 2015. “For example. . . .‘Ihg}fmt
-off the hands of people who deal drugsin
certain parts of the world.” ;
Tf this logic pleases you, O'Eeefe 1s your
man. However, if you feel our
should be higher than “at least we don't sev-
er appendages;” you might want to vote hun
out. Although you could be out of luck this
ar: So far, he hasn't drawn an opponent.
[ Perhaps, if you live down that way, Plym-
outh DA Timothy Cruz is your perfect prose-
| cutor. For that to be the case, you wugldhmre
to be fine with the fact that Cruz declined to

that are brought against those accused of | +nst the corrections officers

crimes and what punishments to request ofa.

judge. Many times, there’s no judge or jury

nvolved at all: Nationally, over 90 percent of

felony cases are dispatched via plea deals,
and, in too many of those negotiations, dis-

trict attorneys hold all of the cards, especially

when defendants can't afford a décent de-
fense. '

bring charges agal
-4 inrirnﬂghrﬁdin the death of a young schizo-
phrenic man named Joshua Messier ak
Bridgewater State Hogpitzl, a decision th_&t
was overruled by a special pmsm%tnr. If mot,
you're probably stuck with Cruz, since no-
' body has yet declared against him, either.
Fven the best progecutors ought to an-
 gwer o somebody. To that end, the ACLU has
taunched a campaign to Taise aWAIEness of
the state’s district attorneys, assess their ef-
fectiveness, and push voters to take a hard
look at them this election year.

thousands of lives, fnrheiigél* and for worse.
st it time iwe started paying closer atten-
tion to them?

Globe columnist Yoonne Abraham can be
mazhaimmmnm'ubruhmn@glab&m
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A former specialty court clinici EXHIBIT
said she endured months of fo
al encounters with District Cou A

Thomas Estes filed a federal
against Estes and Behavioral Health Net-
work on Jan. 22, alleging she was sub-
jected to sex discrimination and a hostile
work environment under Title VIL.

After being appointed to preside over
the Pittsfield Drug Court in the summer
of 2016, Estes approved the hiring of the
plaintiff, Tammy Cagle, as the court’s first
specialty court clinician.

The first of a series of alleged sexual
encounters between Cagle and Estes oc-
curred on Nov. 16, 2016, on the first night

of a two-day Drug Court conference at-
tended by the entire team.

Despite agreeing over the phone that
they would never engage in sexual con-
duct again, about a week later Estes al- :
legedly invited the plaintiff into his cham-
bers in Belchertown and, after she arrived,

| closed the window blinds and shut and
| locked the door, telling her he wanted to |
“continue what they had started” on Nov.
16. She would eventually be forced to per- |
' form oral sex, the complaint alleges. '
The scenario would repeat itself “more
" than 10 times” in the months that fol-
lowed, with Estes allegedly calling Cagle
to arrange private meetings in his Belcher-
town District Court chambers. :

Cagle alleges a pattern of conduct at |
work, whereby Estes acted coldly toward
her at Drug Court staff meetings and
during the Drug Court sessions whenev-
er she suggested stopping their sexual re-
lationship, but validated her opinions in
team meetings and defended her treat-
ment decisions to other team members if

~ she obliged his sexual requests.

| Cagle was reassigned from Drug Court |
and eventually quit Behavioral Health

- Network and moved to Georgia, though

| Estes continued to receive sexual favors

' from her, according to the complaint.

As of August 2017, Estes was removed
from his position as chief of Belchertown
District Court and reassigned to “admin- *
istrative duties” in Holyoke.
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Prosecutor
charged
with

drunken
driving

Worcester assistant
district attorney pulled
over on 1-290 with teen
daughter in passenger seat

By Brad Petrishen
Telegram & Gazette Staff

WORCESTER - A prosecutorin
the Worcester district attorney's
u::ffu:e has been suspended with-

out pay after he
7| . was arrested and
1 charged with
drunken driving
on Interstate 200
o with his teenage
{ daughter in the
car.

State pulme
charged
Assistant District Attorney John A.
(Leary with drunken driving after
he allegedly drove erratically on
Interstate 200 and resisted arrest.

A spokesperson for the district
attorney’s office said Mr. O'Leary
has been suspended without
pay until further notice and his
case transferred to the Hampden
B County district attorney’s office.

O’Leary

See O'LEARY, AS

O’LEARY

From Page Al

- Mr. O'Leary is a white-collar

crimes investigator who has
been with the DA’s office since
2007, the spokesperson said.
Documents in Westboro
District Court say that Trooper
Gregory Zanni saw Mr.
O’Leary's Audi A6 around 7:40

“p.m. Monday after a motorist

following him reported he was
driving erratically on I-290
west between exits 25 and 24
in Shrewsbury.
~ Trooper Zanni said he saw
the Audi aggressively swerv-
ing outside the right lane into
the breakdown lane, almost
hitting the guardrail, and
crossing into the center lane
multiple times.

Trooper Zanni said he acti-

+ wvated his cruiser’s lights but

. that the driver, instead of

stopping immediately, took
the ramp at Exit 23B and
stopped in the middle of the
ramp.

He said he had to use his

PA system to direct the man
¢ todriveoff the ramp and pull -
 overonRoute 140 after traffic.

started building up.

The trooper said he smelled
alcohol'when he approached
the vehicle and that Mr.

O'Leary, 48, had “extremely
red,. glassy and bloodshot
eyes.”

‘In the passenger seat was
a person identified later in

‘the report as Mr. O’'Leary’s

13-year-old daughter,
Trooper Zanni said that
when he asked Mr. O'Leary

| furhmhﬂense, the man stared

at him blankly and “slowly
began to stutfer, ‘It's in my
left hand.’

Trooper Zanni said there
was nothing in Mr. O'Leary's
hands, however.

Trooper Zanni said Mr,
O'Leary eventually handed
over his license after fumbling

toretrieve it from his pocket.

Trooper Zanmi said he asked
Mr. O’Leary how much he

" had to drink, and the driver
responded, “None, I don't

drink.”

Mr. O'Leary consented to,
and failed, sobriety tests,
Trooper Zanni said, noting the
man only stared at him when

asked to complete a nine-step

walk-and-turn test.

‘Trooper Zanni said he placed
him in handcuffs, at which
point Mr. O'Leary “made

spontaneous utterances that -
he was a prosecutor in the

district attorney's office in
Worcester.”

The trooper said Mr.
O'Leary would not cooperate
with him as he tried to put him
inhis eruiser. He said he ended

up pushing him inside and

lifting his legs as Mr. O'Leary
offered “physical resistance.”
Trooper Zanni said Mr.

(¥Leary's danghter made
-arrangements to be.taken.

home to Bolton.

* Trooper Zanni said Mr..
O'Leary was uncooperative
during booking at the state
police barracks in Holden.
Mr. O'Leary refused to sign
acknowledgment he had been

- read his Miranda rights; the

trooper said, and instead began
“taunting” him by pretend-

ing to not hear the questions.

asked,
‘With _ﬂ.ssistanee from

Trooper Ryan Sceviour, the
booking process was com-

_ pleted, Trooper Zanni wrote.

Mr. O'Learytold policehe had
been driving his daughter to a
dance-class in Boylston.

“At 9:40 p.m., O'Leary
passed out sitting upright in
the booking room chair and
was audibly snoring,” Trooper
Zanni wrote. “0’Leary was
placed on $40 bail, however
upon being released,- O'Leary

. once again became argumen-

tative and refused to sign the
property release form and
arguned about the whereabouts
of his license.”
 Trooper Zanni said he told
Mr. O'Leary that he was seiz-
ing his driver's license. It was
not clear from the trooper’'s
report whether Mr. O'Leary
took a breathalyzer test. .
Trooper Zanni concluded
his report by noting he fileda
“51A" report with the state
Department of Children and

'Families regarding child

endangerment. :

Mr. O’Leary, of 114 Fox
Run Road, Bolton, is charged
with drunken driving, child

endangerment while driving

under the influence of aleo-
hol, resisting arrest, disorderly
conductand negligent driving.

Hewas also cited fora ma:kel:l
lanes violation. :

A message left with ML
O'Leary’s defense lawyer,
James J. Gribouski, was not
returned Tuesday.

According to online state
records, Mr. Q'Leary earns

$94,500 per year.

Contact Brad Petrishen
atbrad.petrishen@tele-
gram.com. Follow him on

Twitter @BPetrishenTG.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusells . ~

Executive Office of Human Services 1 EXHIBIT
One Ashburton Place, Room 1109 |
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 : B
k. J

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
SONVERMOR

PHILIP W JOHNSTON
SECRETARY

October 2, 1987

Luis Perez
NCCI-Gardner
PO Box 466
Gardner, MA 01440

Dear Mr. Perez:

Governor Dukakis has asked me to reply to your recent letter

concerning your observations on the Massachusetts correctional
system,

I have read your letter with interest. It appears that you
have given your ideas a great deal of thought and consideration.
Unfortunately, however, many of your proposals would be wvery
difficult to implement at this time. Nevertheless, I will keep

your suggestions-on file for future consideration should the need
arise.

=

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

James D..Circo
Assistant Secretary
for Criminal Justice

JDC/mx

cc: Commissioner Michael V. Fair
Superintendent James Bender



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTORN M

March 19, 1990

Dear Mr. Perez:

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
recent letter concerning the 1990 Massachusetts elections.

This year promises to be an exciting election year in
Massachusetts and across the country. In many races, a nominee
of the Republican Party has not been chosen. Because the
President serves as the titular head of the Republican Party, he
does not wish to interwvene in state party matters.

Thank you for your continued support of the Republican Party and
please feel free to contact me if I can be of any future
assistance. ‘

Best wishes,

G Bl

James R. Wray
Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director, Office of Political Affairs

Mr. Luis Perez
Post Office Box 466
Gardner, Massachusetts 01440

188




, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts EXHIBIT

Executive Office of Human Services D

One Ashburton Place, Room 1109
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 =
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MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
GOVERMOR

PHILIP W. JOHNSTON
SECRETARY

July 28, 1988

Lulis D. PereZ

Rep. Presidential Task Force
Gardner Chapter 101095

P.0. Box 466

Gardner, MA 01440

Dear Mr. Perez:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Department
of Correction's furlough program. I appreciate your interest in
improving the quality of life for inmates serving life
sentences.

As you are aware, both Governor Dukakis and Secretary
Johnston felt strongly about the overall value of the furlough
program. Since the passage of the Correctional Reform Act in
1972, the Commonwealth has recognized that public safety is best
served if a prisoner is gradually prepared for a return to the
community. This changed last year, however, when a furloughed
inmate escaped, fled the state, and terrorized a young couple.

The escape and the tragic incident that followed raised
legitimate concerns and sparked public debate as to whether
inmates with life sentences should be allowed furloughs. In
response, Governor Dukakis ordered the suspension of the program
pending a 90 day review by his Anti-Crime Council.

The Governor's Statewide Anti-Crime Council is a coordinated
law enforcement effort which includes key cabinet secretaries
and agency heads, sheriffs, police chiefs, prosecutors, judges,
legislators, victim advocates and defense attorneys. In their
March meeting on furloughs, concern wWas raised that the policy
to allow furloughs for first degree lifers could be at odds with
our efforts to develop consistent and accountable sentencing
practices. Because of this, Governor Dukakis instructed the
Department of Correction (DOC) to continue the suspension of
furloughs for first degree lifers. He further instructed DOC to
review institutional programs avallable to inmates with life
sentences to ensure that they would continue to have the
opportunity to demonstrate responsibility and maintain community
ties.




-2~

In April, 1988, the Massachusetts Legislature passed a bill
which eliminated the furlough program for inmates serving a
sentence for life in the first degree. The measure was
overwhelmingly approved by the House and the Senate, and signed
into law by the Governor.

In your letter you expressed concern for first degree lifers-
who have worked hard to build good institutional records and are
stable members of the prison population. We share the belief
that these individuals should continue to have the opportunity
to demonstrate accountability and keep family and community
ties. Because of this, Governor Dukakis has instructed DOC to
develop and implement programs specifically directed towards the
needs of inmates serving life sentences.

I hope this letter addresses vour concerns. I appreciate
yvour thoughts, comments, and interest in improving the quality
of life for inmates in the Commonwealth's correcticnal system.

Sincerely,

. Sl hLL%?ﬁVlJ

Acting'\Hssistant Secretary
for Criminal Justice

AS/ds
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VP

Detratinent of Gossection
700 Gambuicge Scels Doston, 02202

{ January 15, 1988

Me. Luis Perez
MCCl-Gardner

P.O. Box 466
Gardner, MA 01550

Dear Mr. Perez:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your correspondence addressed 1o Governor
Michael Dukakis. Your létter has been referred to my office for reply. In your
letter you discuss the transfer of men serving sentences of first degree life to
higher security.

Your letter essentially consists of words of support to the Governor regarding
him making his own decision on whether er not to sign a bill that will ban
furloughs for {irst degree lifers and not bowing to public pressure.

Thank you for expressing your thoughts on the subject. 1 will be happy to keep
your letter on file.

Sincerely,

Michael V. Fair
. Commissioner

MYE/mth
ce:  Central File

160




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTORN

EXHIBIT
E

Dear Mr. Perez: e

September 30, 1991

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the 1992 elections.

I appreciate you forwarding a copy of your report on the
Massachussettes Prison System and sharing your insights.

Your ccntinued suppert ol the President amd the Republican Party
15 very much appreciated.

SiP&re _
f bR
¥ l

M.
ista to ﬁb President
office of Political Affairs

Da
Special
Director to t

Luis Perez

Chapel Street

P.0. Box 466
Gardner, MA 01440

189
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Commissioner

Michael T. Maloney 5 1
Deputy Commissioner . ,/ﬂfiﬁf/l 727 - 3300

January 26, 1995

Luis Perez
W-33937
MCI-Shirley Medium
PO Box 1218
Shirley, MA 01464

Inmate Perez:
Your letter to Governor Weld has been referred to my office for response.

You are correct in stating that the problem of crime in America is multi faceted and
complex. To ignore the connection between "the prison sub culture” and crimes in
the street would indeed hamstring any efforts in that area. '

As you may be aware, the Department of Correction is implementing new and
innovative approaches to substance abuse, anger and violence reduction and sex
offender treatment, to name just a few. It is the Department's hope that the
approaches will do much in reducing the effects that the prison sub-culture has on

those offenders that are released.

Thank you for writing, ﬂmur views are appreciated and will remain on file.

Jghn C. Beaton
Communications Manager
Commissioner's Office

cc: File.a:\eopscorr\perez

CER
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aventasn Wa.lﬁé.,
gtate prison Inmntu

jured when & melee broke -
out ln the prison's exer
clge yerd yvesterday, cor-
«rection officlals sald.

P At least 75 Inmates
* wara Involved In the 9220
a.m, disturbance, Includ-
ng severel who managed

“to climb to the rool of &

@E@@

and'a gpuard were In-. g,

|p.'|!l'|.
rn

o PETAAYASa, state

munl of Correetion
ap:rkuwuma.n Haobin Ba-
vara sald.

* QOrder was restored by -

a “tactical team" of spe-

clally trained corraction.

officers.

“The Incldent lmated
about two houra,"” Bavaro
sald late yesterday. “The

K EAKS

-------- L]

out gt W

7 inmates, 1 gﬂam hurt in disturbance

locked down.and W will're- ‘at-{he prison are ‘double-
main lock until o bunked, she sald,. and.
{officials) evaluate the overcrowding “was nol a
altuatlon”™ factor.”

Bavarg sald tho,coauss
of the i g‘r.t was “undeler-
mined,” but sources sald
+ It may have been caused
by tenalon between Alri-
can-American  and - His-
pnnlc Inmates.'

Two of the 1T Inmates
Injured were hospitallzed,
Bavaro =ald, but thelr
gondition and locatlon
were net available. Thelr
Injuries wera not deemed
life-threaténing, however.

B

. makes werq treated at the
v prison's health (services
center, she sald. ﬂnu oor-
reciion offlcer alsc re-
pelved "minor lnju.rlza“
during the melee, .
Most of the" Injur!u
gternming from the fight-
ing were caused by rocks

~gither thrown or wislded :
‘a8 weapons, Bavaro aald.

The correctlon offlcers

Aol the

..g;t |

in the yard whan the m#
lee first broke. ou
"backed oul” and wal®-~r
for relnforcernents,
lowing proper prison pro
cedures, she sald.

The Inmates whe
elimbed {e the roof of one
bulldings were
gulekly taken inle gus:
tody by correction of-
fleers, sha faid, and "at
no polnt were they e
threat to Institution.and
the publie,"0

prison bullding’ junl. out- institution :is premur “None of the 797 Inmates The other injured In-
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Kathleen M. Dennehy is the Commissioner for the Massachusetts Department of Correction, an agency
that employs over 5,000 siaff, operales 18 corectional facilities, has an annualized budget of approximateiy
435+ million dollars and an inmate census of over 10,000,

Ms. Dennehy began her career with the Massachusetts Department of Comection in 1976 as the Records

Manager at MCI Walpole, the state's maximum-security prison for men..Over the course of her career, she
has also worked at various facilities including the department's reception center for male offenders at MCI
Concord, Old Colony Correctional Center, at the Training Academy as the Direclor and at MCI Framingham
as the Superintendent. In 1984, Ms. Dennehy was promoted to Associale Commissioner, In 1997, she
advanced to the rank of Deputy Commissioner and in 2003 was appointed Acting Commissioner of the
Department of Correction. In 2004, Governor Romney appointed Ms: Dennehy as Commissioner of the

Department of Cormrection.

Ms. Dennehy is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Wheaton College where she majored in Government. She
received her Maslers in Public Adminisiration from Suffolk University's School of Management. In" 1998, she
was elected 1o the Board of Directors for the Gnrrectic:nall Assaciation of Massachuseits. In 2002, Ms.
Dennehy was the recipient of the Massachusells Comeclional Association’s annual "Jim Justice Award" for
her commitment to professional excellence. Ms. Dennehy is a member of the Association of Women
Executives in Corrections, a member of the MNational Commission for Accreditation in Corrections, a part
time faculty member in the Masters in Criminal Justice Program at Curry College and a consultant for the
Mational Institute of Corrections.

Back to Witness List
STATEMENT

A system permeated by a code of silence reinforces negative behaviors in inmates. As my boss, the
Massachusetts Secretary of Public Safety, Edward A. Flynn, is keen on saying, "inmates leaving a
correctional system should know that there was a moral order in their universe while incarcerated.” We know
that many offenders go through fife believing that rules and laws don't apply to them. i the system in which
they are incarcerated lacks integrity and moral order, their notions regarding law and order are simply
reinforced. | am of the strong opinion that corrections staff should be the very best people inmates encounter
as we may be the first individuals they are exposed to who do respect rules and laws. We should be role.
models of positive behavior. If staff don't follow the rules; there is no hope for intervention or for changing

inmate behavior in the long temm. "

i

Foryears, training has encouraged the "us vs. themn™ mentality for the purpose of ensuring that proper
boundaries are understood and mainlained. However, this way of thinking leads to the dehumanization of
inmates, inmate families, visitors, volunleers, advocacy groups, treatment personnel, and so on. Itis a
difficult line to walk. The need for boundaries is imperative, yet the consequence of dehumanization is
caltasirophic.

As we've emerged irom a decade where the mantra had been about being "tough on crime,” we realize that
the failure to operationalize what that meant for staff has led to.an environment where the often conflicting .
goals of corrections-deterrence, incapacitation, rehabilitation and punishment-have gone out of balance.
People are sentenced to prison "as punishment,"not "for punishment.” Some staff lose sight of that. In
combination with the code the consequences of failing lo operationalize our philosophies and approaches
can be serious. :



COMMISSION ON SAFETY AND ABUSE
in America’s Prisons

September 12, 2006

Luis Perez
PO Box 73
Norfolk, MA 02056

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of the Commission on Safety and Abuse in America’s Prisons, I am
pleased to enclose a copy of Confronting Confinement, the Commission’s final
report.

The Commission began in March 2005 as a national effort to explore the most
serious problems in pnsons and jmls nationwide and the consequences for
prisoners, ‘corrections officers, and the public at large. The Commission 1s co-
charred by former U.5. Attomey General Nicholas de B. Katzenbach and John J.
Gibbons, former Chief Judge of the U.5. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.
This diverse panel of 20 includes Democrats and Republicans, liberals and
conservatives, those who run correctional systems and those who litigate on behalf
of prisoners, scholars, members of the faith community, and individuals with a long
history of public service and deep experience in the administration of justice.

The report 15 the culmination of the Commission’s work — a year-long inquiry
that featured four public hearings in cities around the country, visits to jails and
prisons, and consultations with corrections officials and a wide range of experts
working outside the profession. The report reflects the considerable degree of
consensus among those experts about both the problems and the solutions. We
hope you’ll see the report as the next step in a continuing dialogue about the
health and safety of correctional facilities and why these issues matter to the
public, and as a set of guidelines for reform.

We look forward to any comments or questions you may have about the report.

Sincerely,

/

Alexander Busansky

WWW. DEIS ONCOMIMIS Sion.org

Commission Members

The Hon. John J. Gibbons
Micholas de B. Kalzenbach
Co-Chairs

Zalvador Balcorta

Stephen B. Bright

Richard G. Dudley, Jr., M.D.
James Gilligan, M.D.

Saul A.Green

Ray Krone

Mark H. Lutirell

Gary D. Maynard

Marc H. Moral

Pat Motan

Stephen T. Rippe

Laurie 0. Robinson

Senator Gloria Romers
Timothy Ryan

Marpo Schlanger

Frederick A. 0. Schwarz, Jr
The Hon, William 5. Sessions
Hilary &, Shelkan

Alexander Busansky
Execuhive Directar

Jennider Trone
Commumcations hrec lor

Jon Wool
Semor Counsel

Staffed by the
Vera Institute of Justice

BO1 Thirteenth Streel, MW,
Suite 1150 South
Washington, D.C. 20005

T 202.637.6355

F 202.639.6066

£33 Broadway

12%h Floor

Mew York, N.Y, 10279
T212.334.1300
F212.941.9407
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NATIONAL REPUBLICAMN
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE

July 22, 1992 \

Mr. Luis Perez
P.O. Box 4566
Gardner, MA 01440

Dear Mr. Perez:

Your. recent letter has come to my attention, and I thank
you for contacting the NRCC.

I have read your information, which you have obviously
- spent much time researching, and appreciate your sending it to
the National Republican Congressional Committee. As you know,
an important ingredient to making sound decisions here in
Washington is having input from concerned citizens like you.

Again, I appreciate the time you have taken to compile
this packet of information on the prison and rehabilitaion
" systems in the state of Massachusetts. We will keep it on file
here at the NRCC for future reference.

=

Sincerely,

David P. Himes
Deputy Director of Finance
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P George Bush
i President

1991
| PRESIDENTIAL

. COMMEMORATIVE
HONOR ROLL

Mr. Luis Perez

LIFE MEMBER

in recognition of
- steadfast support and unselfish genemssty
' in helping to restore
strength, confidence and prosperity

to America.

@m%

Romnald Reagan
Founder
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BUSH

OLJ%YLE

August 11, 1992

Mr. Luis Perez
P.O. Box 466

Gardner, MA 01440

Dear Mr. Perez:

On behalf of President Bush, thank you for your letter and your continued
support. Your concerns are important to the President, and you can be sure that
your comments have been fully noted.

The President knows that this is an unusual election year, and he is considering
the many options now available for communicating with the American people.
Whatever the format, you are certainly right that our citizens are concerned
about real issues, and they want action to address the problems that our Nation is
facing. President Bush knows that people are fed up with the gridlock in
Congress. The  Democratic-controlled Congress' constant blocking of his
innovative programs is frustrating to the President as well. Yet, the President is
going to continue to fight hard for positive change and will be doing even more
to get his message out across the country.

Again, thank you for writing. The President values your views and support, and
he sends his best wishes.

Syncergly,

Robert A. Mosbacher
General Chairman

1030 15th Sc. NW, Washingron, DC 20005
Paid for by Bush-Cluayle '92 Primary Committee, Inc.
Printed on Recycled Paper



