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T didr't krow this, but, apparertly (at least ir some states), it's
against the law to cheir ar arimal cutside orce the temperature hits scmething
like 86°. Or maybe it was B8B°. Regardless, animals have righte, tcc, which
ircludes the right to be treated humarely. Horestly, I get it. It would be bad
ercugh tc be chaired up or & coccl day, but on a warm, surry day when you're
covered ir fur? That's got to be misery.

Sc tell me scmethirg, if it's agairst the law tc leave a chile in a car,
ard it's against the law tc chair arn animal uvp ir the yard on & hot, surry
day, why is it permiseible to lock pecple up ir a2 box wmade cut cf corcrete and
metal where the summer temperatures routinely exceed 100+ degrees, and refuse
tc give them ary vertilaticr whatscever, let alcre cccl air, cold water,
ehewers or arythirg else tc help them cocl off? And tc add insult to injury,
tc fill these becxes with men whe are elderly cr have sericus medical
corditicre? The short arswer is that it's not legel to do this, not in any
way, chape or form, yet this is exactly whet's heppenirg here in Ching,
Califcrnia, at the Califorria Irstitute for Mern (CIM).

I've crly beer here sirce Octcber cf 2017, but sirce that time, I've yet
to have ever the s=lightest puff of air cemirg throuvgh the vertilatiorn system
here ir my cell, ard I'm told that this has beer ar issue for years, ar issue
the mer have corsistently brought tec the atterticr of the prison
admiristratior. With mcre than 15-years irn the system, I'm painfully aware
that there's 2 "right"™ way and 2 "wrong" way to address these issves, =o, when
it became clear that the guys here before me coulan't get anything dorne, I set
my sights or the issue, hcpirg tc get scwethirg done befcre the heat really
eget in.

The first thing I did was file an irmate appeal, basically & grievance,
and 1 asked them that they treat this as an emergency appeal, thereby
bypessing the regular time limite. Legically, it's the right thing to do,
particularly when the weather fcrecast predicted temperatures in the 90s over
the course of the rext few days, but the priscn's response was to inform me,
more thar a week later, that this wasn't an emergency, and submit it through
regular charrels. A week after that, somecre from the Mainternance Department
came cver tc interview me, during which time they attempted to explain that
there was nc requirement that the air coming through the ductwork be a certain
temperature. I pclitely informed him that this wasn't the issve, that the
iscue was a complete lack of airflow whatscever, scmething I'd teld him, in
writirg, on numercus cccacicrs. He started to make all kinds cf promizes about
returning with 2 measurirg device to measure the amount of air coming through
the ductwork, but I politely insisted that., seeing how he was already there,
he just travel & few dczer feet to my cell and check it the "cld fashiored
way." He did, ard immediately realized that it wasr't an issue of the
terperature of the air comirg through the ventilation system, or even how much
was coming threough, but cne of no air whatscever coming through. After making
a8ll sorts cf promises to return with @ camera that he cculd srake thrcugh the
verts, he left.



Sc, here we are, well cver & week later, durirg which time the rewe has
beer wekirg al] scrte of dire oredicticre zbout how het it wes acirg to get.
Sure ercuvagh, temperatures spiked at 2 whepping 117° vesterday. This woculd have
beer bad ercvagh fer arvere to deal with, but as T merticred befcre, these
cells are made cut of corcrete ard metal, which literally abscrb the heat frem
the sur's rays ard ther prcject it irtc the cell. This would be bad ercuagh if
you had air corditicrirg, but when ycu dor't have ary ventilatior whatscever,
it's pure torture.

Tc make matters woree, there's no ccld water fourtairn. Irstead, they get
ar Iglec, fill it up with ice ard water ard then pass it cut tec anycorne wantirg
scmething tc drirk, but as with arythirg the priscr dces, there are always
cerditiocrs. Ir this irstence, the dor't oc this urtil the temperatures in the
buvildirg actuvally hit 90°, which they have the zbility tc prolecrg, seeing how
they determire where tc teke their temperature readings. Alsc, Jjust because
they brought ice water cver end are suppcsed to pass it cut doesr't actually
mear they're geoirg tc. Sure, you're technically allcwed to get some water, but
hew car yecu wher you're rot allcowed tc leave your cell, erd if you did leave
your cell, how ccvld you get to the water? It's ir the dayrcom, separated from
vecu by 2 locked grill gate, and if the officer sees you in the hallway ard out
cf your cell, he's going to throw 2 temper tantrum and clcse everycre's cell
deore, makirg it ever hctter.

Ore alterrative methcd cf ccecling off is to take a shower, but again,
ever though they're required tc allew us tc take showers when it gets this
hot, the same prcblem exists. Tc take & shower, you've got to get cut of your
cell arnd irtc the shower, which you car't because of the locked grill gate and
ar cfficer lockirg for 2 reascr tc shut everyore's deors. Sc, at the end of
the day, 211 you car dc is =it there arnd suffer, wetchirg as the temperatures
climb higher and higher, tryirng tc understard how it's illegal fcr you toc do
scmethirg like this, but acceptable for prisen cfficials, despite being
ageirst the law.

Scmehcw, temperatures cutside were hotter yesterday thar tocday, and yet,
cur cells are hotter today than yesterday. It rc dovbt has scomething te do
with the walls radiatirg =c much heat irte the cells, combired with no
vertilatiorn ard an cofficer whc keeps shuttirg the deors, but regerdless as tc
the reascr whv, conditiors like this should never, ever be allowed to exist,
which is why I'm asking my readers tc Gocgle the phore purbers for the
Califerrnia Irstitute for Mer (CIM), lccated ir Chirc, Califerrnia., and call in
tc complain te cur Werden, Dearn Norris, to the pecple werkirg in the
Mairnterarce Depertmert and if pcesible., to the Priscrn Law Office, located ir
San Ouvertin, Celiforria (510) 280-2621 (www.priesonmlaw.com) Call often,
complair lcocudly, rct becavse youv happer to knew me persecnally, but because
right is right and wrcong is wrong, and if you were ir this sitvation, you*d
want scmecne cut there speaking vp for these whe were uvrable tec speak, or tec
the pecple urwilling tc listen. There truly is strength ir rumbers, ard 1
assure you, if enocugh pecple call and complain, they'l]l do scwething.




We'd actvally like to see ther do twe thirgs. First, fix the vertilatior
eystemr o that it blows air through the ductwerk. While it's true that the air
wor't be "ccol® air, havirg some airflow will certairly help. At the moment,
rcthirg woerks, rot the irtake and rot the exhaust. the second thing we'd like
tc gee them do is to start selling us miniature swamp coclers, like the Arctic
Air that's currertly beirg advertised on TV. Sure, it's a pretty small unit,
but we're ir pretty small cells, ard trust me, every little bit helps when
terperatures routirely get this hot. I got out of bed at 2:30 this mornirg,
crly to fird that the flcor was already hot toc the touch, along with the burk,
the walls and the ceilirg. As the Arctic Air commercial says, all a fan dces
ie push arcurd het air, ard ycu krow what? They're right.

If ycuv do decide tc cortect the pecple ir charge, either by phore or
e-Mail, dor't allow priscr cfficials to put you off with assurances that
they're "locking irto the matter," or that there is airflow comirg through the
verts. They've said beth for years, ard for years, they've lied. 1 assure you
that, if ard wher they actuvally do somethirg, 1'1]1 post ar update.

As always, if you have any questicre, corcerns or commerts, please feel
free tc leave a respcrse here, cr write to me at the address below. All
resperses will be answered, whether I agree with what you say or nct.

Shawr L. Perrct CDCR? V-4246]
CIM C-Butte Upper: 246L

P.O. Bcx 500

Chirc, CA 91708



