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Introduction

Several months ago, the Brothers at the San Quentin SHU /
Deathrow confacted me about collaborating on a zine project as
part of an educational outreach and networking project they were
developing. This included social networking with email, facebook,
twitter, a website and so forth.

This was right around the time that the first of two waves of
hunger strikes, spearheaded by the SHU prisoners over at Pelican Bay
was getting ready to become a very important reality. | was part of
the support group, working behind the scenes, for that seminal
series of actions. | knew these Brothers at San Quentin would also
involve themselves with that struggle, as they are victims of clinical
state torture, too.

S0, we all had a “lot on our plates” mentally at that time. But, |
knew this would prove to be a very fruitful and productive

collaboration, once we had the time to focus on it. | immediately

- told them | was down for the zine aspect of their initiative, which
will actually flower-into a series of zines. After all, that's what | do -
collaborate with conscious prisoners on zines and make them
available to whoever wants to learn from them - not least of who is
myself! | got into this whole zine distro thing in the first place
because | wanted to learn and (hopefully) become comrades with
those brilliant thinkers on the frontline trenches - the brilliant
prisoners who have not only attained consciousness under brutal
conditions but who also have the courage to share their wisdom with
their fellow captives.

I'm a prison abolitionist because | detest crime. This may sound
odd. You may say, “People are in prison because they have
committed crimes!” | do not condorie criminal behavior, whether
perpetrated by an individual or carried out by bureaucrats following
the orders and laws of a criminal state. Incarceration is composed
of kidnapping and imprisoning, in this society under brutal and
seemingly endless conditions. It “solves” nathing! It is mass
criminality, on a-daily basis by the state, protected by “law.”

You don't pour gas on a fire and you don't rehabilitate people by
torturing them and brutalizing them - and then spitting them back
into society with little or no options to fashion a legitimate life.

As for death row, this is the ugly bed sore of a diseased society.
How the hell does this society claim the right to slowly torture
people - and then put them to death??? Oh yeah, | forgot - the
Constitution says so. Well, to this day, the Constitution still insists
that prisoners are nothing more than legal slaves! Read the 13
Amendment - and then read what these articulate Brothers write.

- @nthony Rayson ~ -
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ChARRY ON TRADITION
by: Piankhi

PAPYRUS COLLECTIVE (PAPCO) is an organized body of California Death Row Prisoner
Writers & Actists working to create a grassroots human rights community / prison
activists network of family and friends, opponents Lo capital punishment and prison
support groups. Our online workshop and social network can be found at
www .deathrowinmate.org.

WRITE.OR DIE (WOD) is a compilation of PAPCO and independent death row authors,
created as. an underground periodical, or zine, reaching other priscnecs "Behind Enemy
Linea"” from prison to prison, communicating information, ideas and experiences that
represent who we are, and to get those who have relevant and insighrtful things to =ay,
involved. With the support of Anthony Rayson of South Chicago ABC Zine Distro, WOD will
effectively reach a loyal and extensive readership of other progressive and conscious
prisoners nationwide. We're just getting startedl

Through our online workshop at {DRI) www.deathrowinmate.org and social media sites
like facebook, Cwitter, and wocdpress, we're developing an outlet through which we can
remain vocal and visible to the public, sharing who we are and what we're about — as
individuals as well as a collective and moreover, to put a face to this new generation
of prisoners on death row who represent the intelligence and courage of this movement as
it begins to force its way to the surface.

With capital punishment as the vanguard of political and legal debates worldwide,
there's an increasing amount of media attention and public interest denoting the all too
Familiar realities of the American justice system.

It is time that we begin speaking for ourselves ——- if nothing else. California has
the largest death row population in this country which cucrently exceeds 740+ men
waiting to be executed. Few are granted commutation. As the condemned population in this
country flourishes, a disproportionate number: of us are black and latino, from poor
wocking class communities. -

The mainstream media, prompted by prosecutors, politicians, and law enforcement,
regqularly satiate the public with biased and misleading information, deliberately
ignoring issues of unjust and aggressive prosecutions, ercors, raclsm, and continues
this pattern of stigmatization while validating every nefarious behavioc of the system.
Those of us like Troy Davis and countless others whose stories have never been told; the
media's propaganda and image portrayals are used to plant false seeds of impression upon
society, to isolate and demonize us as ‘dangerous, manipulative sociopathic serial sex
offenders and killers. People, this is not who we ace!

one of the remarkable examples most pectinent to this article, as well as to PAPCO,
is the late Stanley "Tookie" Williams. :

Fféc:agnizeﬂ by most as the co-founder of the Los Angeles Crips and for his
notoriously-destructive lifestyle as an active gang member, he made a tculy productive
rransition in his life within the near 25 years he spent here on death row. Becoming an
activist for peace, violence prevention, education for children, social justice -and
moreover; influencing the new generation to embrace self-leadership from the bottom of

this "slave ship", also known as death cow.

1 knew Tookie briefly as “Ajamu", by his Yoruba name which meant, "He fights for
Jhat he wants". Tookie's autabiography entitled, "Blue Rage ; plack Redemption", gave me
an informed personal view of Ajamu's life and times. The energy that he invested in-his

. intellectual and personal growth, the attention and worldwide support that he'd
generated throughout the years; celebrities, religious leaders, political activiats,
active and former gang members Of all affiliations. People from every walk of lite
recognizéd Ajamu's potential to do 30 mach more good if he could've continued to Live.



tuch like Ajamu, there are many other positve examples behind these myriad walls,
but none have captured the minds, hearts, and interest of the outside world gquite the
way he did. Mot long before Ajamu's passing, he tendered an endorsement which confirmed
that he recognized the potential in the growing number of new generation prison youth.

He acknowledged this in a local public interview and radio broadcast. There are indeed
others here like himself.

It came as no surprise to ys who "overstand" the nature and intent of the system
when his appeals for clemency were denied. In spite of what good he had accomplished and
coud've continued to do, Ajamu's life was not spared. We're talking about a man who had

changed his life so dramatically, that he had been nominated for The Nobel Peace Prize,
Why?

AS a prerequisite to granting clemency, the “then® State governor, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, stated that priscners must not only confess to ecrimes but in Ajamu's
case, it was openly expressed not only by the governor but by prison officials, that the
State's wversion of change or redemption, included a relentless and degrading campaign,

one that attempted to force Ajamu to "debrief" —- ip other words: become a prison
anitech.

I don't know much about other prisons, but the snitch culture is a very much alive
and well, thriving even here on death row. When Ajamu focused his energy on helping my
generation to develop this positive and progressjye mentality, all the state wanted to
do, was break and dishonor him; to have him implicate others in illicit activity. True

to form, they'd have been far-more satisfied with a lie than any efforts to prevent our
youth from coming to prison to die.

Further significant in this final struggle of Ajamu's, was the unmitigated double
standard and bigotry of the standing governor / state that was exposed in rtheir
condemning the references of admiration expressed by Ajamu in his book, to: Malcolm X,
George Jackson, Geronimo (Jijaga) Pratt, and Assata Shakur. The governor further
justifiea his denial of Ajamu's clemency to the public through the villainous epithet of
these venérated leaders of the civil rights and black liberation movement of the 60's &

MN's, individuals who've inspired hope and courage in a geheration to fight for dignity: .
the dignity and freedom of EVERY human being.

The very fact that these leaders, held in such regard in the history of most
African-Americans, were assassinated, imprisoned, and / or driven into exile for
speaking out against racism, classism, unjust wara, and the social and economic
injustices of their era, I expected some kind of cesponse from self-appointed black
leaders like Al Sharpton, The NAACP, ete to the offenaive remarks made by the governor.
Sadly, it seems to have went over OUR heads, or was simply ignored.

However, in an article published in The San Francisco Bay View Newspaper after
Ajamui's execution, I was delighted to find an address to the Community, authored by one

of Ajamu's close comrades, Ajani. It included a swift response to the governors'
ignorant remarks.

(Ajani)
"Mhis pattern of criminalization and vilifying black leaders and persanagés is an
old one... The retaliatory targeting of Prison writers has a clear objective: to

intimidate and discourage those voices willing to expose violations of basic human
rights, and the degrading conditions in prison." .

individials been isolated in the Adjustment Center at San Quentin (death row's Security
Housing Unit -— sHy) Just days prior to the December 13th, 2005 execution of Ajamu, but
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over the past six years they've (prison officials) kept them there. On the allegation of
conspiracy to assault staff in retaliation to the execution, staff continues their
protracted targeting of these men. For what? Por expressing themselves with the same
kruth and courage as our late ancestors did. They face threats of “gang validacion"”.
long-term isolation, disruption of their mail, cancellation of wvisits, cell searches,
and confiscation of personal property. .

For decades, prison officials have exercised the arbitrary and illegal use of
practices like indeterminate solitary confinement in Security Housing Units (SHU's),
physical and psychological tortuce, "jacketing”, character assassination, informants
(snitches)}, and the above-listed threats of “gang validation" as repressive strategies
to bridle outspokén activism and the influence of potential leaders. Unity and
solidarity amongst prisoners puts prison officials on edge, and an increase in
politically-conscious prisoner movements certainly place the whole damn system “on
notice".

state and prison authorities know that just beneath the surface of the
criminalization, gangsterism, chacs, and violence, lies a collective consciousness and a
history of revolutionary struggle against this prison system Ehat has yet to be
forgotten. A potential Malcolm X, George Jackson, and the likes; a spirit that is still
yery much alive today.

Recent work strikes of Georgia State Prisoners and the hunger strikes of
california’s Pelican Bay State Prison SHU prisoners, 1is a significant example
reminiscent of organized counter strategy. Every race and affiliation were able to unite
and participate in these demonstrations. In most cases, prison activists outside, as
well as friends and family of the incarcerated, caught prison officials completely off
guard, organizing rallies along with solidarity-based hungec strikes and in Georgia,
prisoners used mobile phones Lo coordinate their activities from prison to prison andf
throughout the state. AL an ~hio State Prison, death row inmates protesting the cruel
and inhumane conditions of their confinement in isolation, were able to communicate and
organize nationwide support. They took to social media websites like facebook and
twitter along with emails, letters, and articles .posted on prisoner support organization
pulletin boards.

40 years ago, organized resistance of California prisoners against a racist prison
system, and the historic rebellion at Attica Prison in New York, inspired the growth of
the early prisoners' rights movement. As part of a nationwide offensive by Federal &
State law enforcement and prison officials, measures Wwere taken to stifle prison
activism, targeting prisoners social and political involvements. ideological beliefs and
~ applications to the black liberation movement. Much of our generation, Lhose of us born
in the 60's and 70's, are the immediate result of the same repressive measures that
targeted the prisoners’ rights movement and black liberation movement, respectively.
Those of us who're familiar with the history of COINTELFRO, and the discriminatocy
profiling., “gang" validation, injunctiens, and enhancement of law, can 3ee how similar
methods are being used to criminalize a new generation —— young and old.

we need not look back to the 60's and 70's to find a cause or the motivation to
become "political" or more conscious about who we are and where we're at. It'as golmg
down right now! BAwake or sleep on it, we're in this. Those of us who're still pre-
occupied with the "back in the day" way of things and those out-moded ways of thinking.
matching the game change but not seeing it. We can romanticize the idea of rovolution,
the words of revolutionaries. their sacrifices and that warrior ethos, but If we lack
the heart and mind to do today what they did yesterday, to at least educate others and
set an example, then that knowledge is of no use.

In war- and in struggle (as in life) it's necessary to change tactics ln ordec to
achieve our objectives; in ordec Lo not repeat the mistakes of Cthe past, and 8o that



history may be a guide for a new futurd. I believe that now is a time for the kind of

quality self-leadership, vision, and sacrifice that inspires rhose around us, to really
begin thinking in a new way.

was taken as I wrote this piece), and the late Ajamu.

I extend my teSpect and gratitude to those who're a part of this collective effort,
@spacially those "young elders® (5-20 Years my senior) here on the row for your
confidence and contributions to this project. You've encouraged others through your
positive examples —-- including me, Carry On Tradition.

Piankhi

References:

* The. New Jim Crow : Mass Incarceration In the Age of Colorblindness,

* Blue Rage, Black Redemption, by Stanley "Tookie" Williams

* Writing Under Fire : Resisting The Regime, by Anthony Ross (Ajani)
(article -- SFBAYVIEW)

* Another Definition of a Soldier, by S5.K.S. Tabansi
(article -- Anti-Racist Action / LA) '




The title of the design, Awake and Rise Up is from a passage in ancient egyptian text *"The book of coming

forth by day'’ called *"The Awakening'" in it, it describes the deads conscious departure from this life to the
afterlife.

The idea of this design is that, for many of us,death is a state ufmi__m_i asiwnll,' A condition - nuseducution,
Self destructive ignorance and behaviour and hopelessness. The setting is the prison system and enviromen!
(CDC- California department of corrections) in a country that_leads the world in its prison pepulation, with
dispraportionate number of young black men lpak&d @nwn (1 in 9 between the age of _1{]'-].4] |

It represents the mental awakening and liberation achieved through true knowledge ot scll, history and
reality, breaking the chains or our conditioning, and giving us the potential and power Lo trunscend into v
state of consciousness — "'Life"’

Kemetlnk



"The Road to Solidarity"

The Death Row Inmate Project is an evolving workstation which continues to blossom out of the calls for
solidarity,

Many people have said that capital punishment is ultimately caused by a storm of vengeful racism and the

killing of poor people, U.S.-led capitalism on a whole different level a legacy of slavery and servitude which
affects the disproportionately impoverished.

Reading this, I'm guessing that the assertions may seem at the outset, outrageous,

Listen when I tell you, they are not. T am condemned to death by lethal injection for a crime unfamiliar to

- me on so many levels. This platform at DRI, is a way for marginalized voices like mine to be heard. Spencer and
I have found a way to lend an ear to the men and women of death rows around the world, to share the images

of destruction with our readers, images that have cut into the meat of

our hearts --- inspiring stories of
resistance and hope combined with visions of survival

We've met incredible people who have told us about their families and thei
what their loved-ones mean to them --- people who through
the depth and breadth of this and other atrocities,

r lives, stories of tragedy and
their personal stories, have helped us understand

So too, we've been blessed to collaborate with some quality like-minded agencies and their incredible
committed activists, folks with energy and skills who aside from their "normal 9 to 5"

share immense creativity
and even bigger hearts. People who stand in solidarity.

We want to say that we're not writing this as if we've got it all figured out, because we don't. We
definitely have our work cut out for us as we continue to find our way -rhﬁnugh the maze of power, wealth, and
privilege which keeps this machinery of vengeance up and running. Speaking from our very own perspectives
enjoined by over 40% of the globe's population in vehement oppesition to the death penalty, our analysis ond
first hand experiences have helped us develop this framework. We need to put this on the fable, because we

believe it's important for our readers to identify with our struggle and those of our friends and neighbors
behind these myriad walls.

No matter how well-intentioned, privilege seems to "hijock" solidarity and imperils ones’ capacity to explore
options, even as we mobilize to support the communities and families who wrestle with being afflicted on some
level with capital punishment---blatant criminalization and legalized terror at tremendous costs to taxpayers.

There's a meaningful distinction (at least for us) in maintaining the heartbeat of DRI's evolution and how it
is that we've found a niche to educate and inform the public by sharing eritical resources with those looking to
reconnect (or stay connected) with humanity, Sad te say, there's a Justifiable component in confronting the

greed and tyranny of prison interest lobbies, politicians, and those who continue to build magnificent careers
upon the brittle bones of the condemned across the globe.

Often unconscious and insidious, the media portrayals of guys like us leave much to be desired. But for the:
medla, society wouldn’t know to maoke these kinds of good quy/bad guy distinctions, Standing beside either or’
both of us at your local bus stop in the late night foq wouldn't cost you your life. Spencer and I are not on
death row as child predators or serial killers. Society has found comfort in accepting that which is shared
through various forms of media, disobling ones’ ability to discern for themselves, who they trust and with
whom they ll Interact. The public is responsible for the level(s) of mistrust that is hatefully spewed from your;
tv's and Internet. This tech-culture is incredibly dangerous, especially when one sits on the fence as It relates
te nourishing their minds with quality information. We dare to sound contradictory. The real truth lies In the

one answer that only you can decide for yourself --- is the penalty of death for crime, a study in contradiction
and unbefitting the societies we live In?



Our deep desire to take action against what is clearly injustice, stems froma goal to reshape community
through education, not looking for a hand up or hand out, merely hoping to assemble accountable falks who can
join hands with DRI in *solidarity”, people willing to help us deal with the issues deserving of resources and
relief. One must moke themselves "accountable” to humanity, devoid of unconscious arrogance. ¥/e have got to
see beyond ourselves. Self-determination and leadership are the keys to the power of change, bzcaming role
models in the actions we must take, |

Solidarity is about feeling good, usspagwg guilt and doing something about the status quo which in this case,
is about life and living, oppression and hberunun acknowledgement of common ground with others, ard lastly,
about activism and doing what is right. lﬁnhdunt}- requires us to take critical looks at bigger pictures and
obligates us to consider our roles in relation to that acknowledgment. Solidarity forces us to identify with how
privilege and power play their roles in gur lives and requires us to wrestle with our prejudices, inclinations, and
interactions with society --- nverhuulirr_:; assumptions and profoundly changing how we look at bezoming

accountable.
|

Spencer and I still have a number ' questions about what being “in* solidarity might really mean. I't compels
each of us fo reckon with our own challenges in this horrible journey which affects every single person we know
and love and in stark contrast, those who still love us.

The best way for us to remain accauntable, is o continue pushing for reform and abolition through the many
voices in this online workshop, a place where secrefs remain self-serving and justice is an obvious thing of the

past.

Categorically, the death penalty fnfces us to ask ourselves what we're doing today to help keep the flames
of adversity lit in our hearts so that qinngsldu communities affected by these pligh'rs we can lead “our"
movement for radical social change,

We implore you fo pledge a token af your solidarity to DRI today, be it in time, postage, or ~hrough the
purchase of an item from our online sfore. We need all of the support we can muster in these shared fights
ahead.

Should you wish o read up on some of the other projects we are currently engaged in; Send @ SASE to:
The DRI Project /PMB #154, 3298 North Glassford Hill Road #104, Prescott Valley, Arizona 36314
email: thedriproject@gmail.com
Correspondents: Michael Flinner #V;30064, SQSP San Quentin, Ca. 94964
Spencer Brasure #P+10000, SQSP San Quentin, Ca. 94964




"GUILTY"

As T sit on my bunk, staring at the drab walls in this 4X9 foot cell here on San Quentin State Prison’s
Death Row, I ponder the course that brought me face-to-face with an imminent demise. I've come to the
startling realization that every tribulation I was forced to confront as a liftle boy, had led me to make the
crucial decision to express my inner-pain through violence --- becoming a serial killer.

Ensnared in a vicious cycle of drug addiction and violence; after the euphoria of the high and the hunt wore
off, I was left to face off with my inner-most demons --- insecurities, shame, feelings of inferiority, quilt, and
self-condemnation --- causing severe depression and in search for a way fo escape this wretched state of mind.
My life was spiraling out of control sans the tools nor foreknowledge to stop it,

It didn't come as a surprise when I found myself sitting ina cell and charged with multiple murders,
confronting Capital Punishment. Being locked in a cell without the ability to escape myself, led to my deliberate

engaging in and of gang activity, participating in gang-related riots against both inmates as well as correctional
officers.

After numerous gang acts, I was deemed by prison of ficials as a "threat to the safety and security of the
institution” and subsequently "validated"” as a prison gang member and thereafter given an indeterminate SHU
term, (a term of incarceration ina Security Housing Unit --- a super-max facility often referred to as a "prison
within a prison" by quards and convicts alike), others call it *The Hole". With far less out-of-cell time than the
general population, I found myself alone with my own worst enemy --- my mind, The painful daily anguish led me
to carve out another path; one on a way to alleviating my Internal state of mind.

Never the casis of mortality, I turned to modern psychology but found it to be externally oriented, offering
only solutions to mental ageny through medication,

Vowing never to take any mind-altering substance again, I had no choice but to lock elsewhere, and soon

discovered the tome that ultimately changed my life --- the foundation to Eastern psychology, in "The Perennial
Psychology of the Bhagavad Gita" by Swami Rama.

The primary technique applied to resolve this dismal mental condition was the discipline of mind. I soon
ascertained the cause of inner-turmoil resulting in the identification with negative thoughts, suggestions, and

emotions. No-longer associating myself with such, I instantly felt a knot unravel within my forehead, realizing
peace of mind.

I now identify with the root cause and creation of a serial killer yet through the deliberate negligent
media's portrayal of murderers being cold-blooded, ruthless individuals: T can tell you with firsthand certainty,
just how totally inaccurate that is. I AM ONEI I killed because within myself, I was weak and by cultivating
inner-strength, I'm working daily to resolve the malady that pushed me to kill.

Armed with this tremendous realization , I'm authoring a book entitled, "Guilty: The Evolution of a
Confessed Serial Killer”, narrating my life experiences that brought about dysphoria, the ramifications

thereof, the modus operandi implemented to unfold myself, and the evolutionary state thus-attained, finding
peace, strength, optimism, and happiness.

Liberation from such a dismal state of being is not afforded in any of the educational programs I am
familiar with in today’'s society.

Offering this forthcoming book to humanity as a means of prevention to the wanton death and destruction
of innocents, by giving the would-be perpetrator a roadmap to overcome one's calamitous qualities residing
within, can only be a welcomed alternative to that which fails to exist.

With the continued practice of the mental discipline, T soon elevated to the next stage --- witnessing: no-
longer identifying with the negative (or positive for that matter) within, and therefore becoming non-
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attached to the many dramas of the external world. This is the state which allows me to pierce through the
illusions created with the dual opposites — good and evil, right and wrong, etc.

I now fully recognize that the death penalty and all forms of punishment are barbaric. It's easy to blame
others and lock them up, giving the illusion that the powers that be, are good (since they combat evil) and by
isolating the problem within the individual, thus putting them in a place far removed from society, aiding to the
misconception that the people are safe and their problems are solved, however, it never cuts to the core of the
issue which if we're to concentrate on the "reasonings” of criminality and then repair them, we can live in a
safer society, I didn't say “better", I said safer,

Understanding myself, T know how I evolved into a career criminal. It is a mental condition, We must mend
the mentality that nourished these states, preventing crime rather than having to discipline it, helping blossom
into essential stages of civilization,

Speaking in Truth
Kekoa Manibusan SQSP #T-06046 San Quentin, CA. 94964-0001 USA
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Prison Activist Resource Center Critical Resistance
Eﬁgiuggx gg??gurniu 9&612 égﬁ? annkliufStrget #ﬂg?g
(510) 893-4648 ' ORI, f5?5?13éa?nu34

WWw.criticalresistance.org

Cell Door Magazine
12200 Road 47.9
-Mancos, Colorado. 81328
publisher@celldoor.com

U. LR = E.T:R.5.T.
Postfach 1105

67564 Osthofen
Germany

Justice Now

1332 Webster Street # 210
Ookland, Caolifornia, 94612
(510) 8329-7654

WWW. justicenow.org

AK Press

674 - A 23rd Street
Ookland, Californio. 94612
akpress@akpress.org

The DRI_Prngect
3298 North Glassford Hill Road
Suite # 104 / PMB # 154
Prescott Valley, Arizonag. 86314
WWw.deathrowinmaote.org
thedriprojectdgmail.com

_ Nolo Press
950 Parker Street
Berkeley, California. 94710



THROUGH YOUR EYES -
by
Bandit

I want to thank you for all you've done for me, through your
eyes.

I now can clearly see...

You've shown me love that can never be measured, and this
short time we've shared I've treasured...

Your Grandparents sent from the heavens above, who have taught
me the authentic definition of love...

And although I may not have been raised by you, it's purely
a joy to be loved by you...

So as 1 start this journey anew from the start, you given
me strength and a brand new heart... Because through your

eyes I can now clearly see, there's still worth and goodness
inside of me...

Thank you both!
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ReqUGSt Demed | By The DRI Project

: We are fated to spend our days in an earthly -purgatory, exiled from sodety by our own

| actions‘in many-cases. It can be fairly said that the population behind e hetid ol
fences of the nation's :inrre’:tinnai"fa"’-i|?fies represents a significant destructive force, that
through our deeds, lives have|been destroyed and property lost.

At the same time in the greater world, there Is-an existential crisis for more than a hundred
thousand :Americans. They cling to life and hope in the face. of unspeakable pain and horror,
waiting; f_t?.!*"-thﬁig'iﬁ ofa life-saving-organ transplant. .

The: government has an absolute duty to protect its citizenry. Thatis the rationale for the

imprisonment of so many; that, and'the concept of repayment of societal cebt, rehabilitation,
restitution, punishment for t?ansgressinn,_-et;. The word p'éﬁit’_entiar-'f says it all -- a place to
learn penitence. | -

Why is it then, if the government protects its citizenr_g, and the objective of imprisonment is
to shape’ positive outcomes in the prisorier, that with-a population exceeding two million
.iI"ICErEE_IT.El_tE'd_, that those in the "“free world" awaiting organ donors and tissue transplants, are
deprived of willing donors? :

That's rightl There is for w atever reason — be it apathy or oversight, or the outright and
hackﬁard-l;.h_inking: of the.eugenic bigot... a. complete lack of‘any program or protocol for the
willing incarcerated ‘to dunats.ii-liuing vital organs and tissues to those under sentence of death
without them. ..In rare ‘cases it may :be possible to do this for.a family member, but the
bureaucratic impediments are so substantial that people literally die while awaiting the results
of the request:for the necessary approval.

It is ironic that an entire segment of the population of the country is excluded from the rolls
of the willing. The governme Uprotecting oursociety? g |

Why is it that the state can take life, labor, income and time from the imprisoned, ask of us
to “rehabilitate™ ourselves, vet deny us the chance to make the ultimate restitution -- literally
the gift of life, the only act th can transcend all others? Meanwhile, the sick languish in such
numbers that'demand far outstrips.supply for match-worthy donors and the benevolent state
in its infinite wisdom allows thjs to gh-ﬂn;hecked. _

What one could rationalize as ignorance or unintentional indifference soon becomes much
murkier. = '

On San. Quentin's Death Ro » they will move hell and earth to keep alive the sick, elderly,
and terminal cases so that they will face an executioner. They will litera lly stave off death by
heart attack or diabetes over the "Do-Not Resuscitate" instruction of an inmate, In the name
of "Justice.” |

However, when it comes to heroic measures on behalf of its "law ablding” citizenry, there |s
no.such action to keep them aljve. Ask yourself, "What is askew with that se: of priorities?”

If you believe that | overstate the case, ask-yourself this: Why is it that anyone who gets thelr
| driver's license, is-asked If they wish-to donate their organs in the event of death; yet once one
leaves:the “free world," nowhere.in any file or on any form are you able to do this? You may
have .b_r;gp:.a_r_] __Drg_,a_n:'d'unnr when you were free, but as soon as You pass Into purgatory, your
identification.is taken and youare issued a prison number with no such provision. How many
organs.are wasted every year?|Th e numbers are truly astounding.’

Itis:shameful and sick that:such an oversight had to come to light in such a place as hopeless
as death row before anyone was moved to do anything about it. For all of the "evil" that

corlinued on 2 6
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A NEW GENERATION
by
Xzyzst

When I first was sent to Death Row, 1t was 1like the
earth stopped spinning.

I stuck out 1like a sore thumb- from the way I wore my
clothes, to the idea of what I considered to be a quality
workout in physical exercise. It was like stepping back into
the late 1970's and some dudes were even wearing the bottoms

of their pant leg tucked into their socks: LOL- some still
do.

In 2011, my observations included that most of us in
"our" generation are coming to Death Row after graduating
from high school or attending college, whereas most of the
older brothaz graduated from high school or are in receipt
of their GED from a prison classroom, many haven't finished
school at all. I'm sadly reminded of my late father whom
ironically enough, was in this same prison in the late 1970's
and died last year not knowing how to read,

Most in "our" generation have had long term relationships
and were married (or still are) before coming to Death Row,
compared to the older brothaz who end up getting married
while in prison and/or have never experienced a long term
relationship outside of these prison visiting rooms.

"Our" pgeneration are predominately computer literate
and are part of the "hip-hop" culture- a culture know for

its DJ'ing, recording music, and performing before live concert
audiences. We have grown to move with the culture.

Because time in prison stymies behavioral maturity,
it 1is obvious that the older brothaz are far removed from
the serious culture gap with few meaningful encounters with
Death Row youth- simply engrossed in societal stigma. Le
is time to rebuild the bridge.

It hit me one day when prison officials began allowing
Death Row inmates to purchase both CD's as well as their

respective players. One brotha asked me 1if he could remove
the CD from the player, flip it over, and play the other
side. I admit it was funny and yes I laughed but I couldn't
help but think, "would this be me in the future?" How many

little things have I taken for granted while out in society
because I moved in the same direction as the growing culture?

It's becoming noticeable how we gravitate toward one

another and we are very meticulous about which older "cats"
we associate with. We have zero tolerance for .old convict
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mentalities and misuse of antiquated knowledge generally
used to manipulate ani navigate through traditional destructive

dark values. This is prison, we get it, enough already!

To a greater. degree, we are multicultural. It remains
a difficult task to complete this topic without offending
ideologies, subcultures and values, but as you can tell by
my writing, "our" generation here on Death Row are readily

intelligent, articulat=, and driven with creativity.

The Papyrus Collective sprang from the mind of one of
Death Row's wise youngstaz who networked with an older man
of another race, and they both chose and reached to consolidate
resources, leading by example with qualified minds to provide
this very forum of expression from the inside-out. This brand
new era— led by the youth and endorsed by the worthy. .

We reject the negative portrayals of youth in the eyes
of the media around the nation- The Youth of Death Row unite
across this nation put the world on notice, provide a concise
representation that today's youth are indeed tomorrow's elders
and that "without the seed, there can be no crop, no crop,
no food, no food, and we all starve."

All but three of the youth on Death Row that I know
of, have children 1living in society with -you and over half
of the 720+/- men condemned to death here, came while still
under the age of 33. How old or young are you? Who's next?
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NEW GENERATION: PART IT

by
Xzyzst

Welcome to the future, the New Generation of action oriented captives
in prison, eager to display, share, lean and teach the necessary adjustments
needed to be addressed in order to cause growth and an open path to all forms
of freedom to the incarcerated all over the world.

In this article, I want to focus on the world's attention being drawn
to observe what youth are "at risk of", we at Papco challenge community lead-

ers all of you, to join us in our campaign to change that focus to what youth
are "at risk from."

At risk of is a reactive approach to a situation.
At risk from is preventive in nature to a situation.

At risk of indulging in drug activity, street violence, and self-de-
structive behavior is a police minded approach to the larger community issue
that has already become "out of control."

By redirecting the focus to exactly what the youth are at risk from,
we provide for a window of opportunity to gain control before the policy
makers force feed our communities the need to rush to the poles and vote
in favor of more detention, more corrections, and punishment with language
like "War on Crime."

Billions of dollars are allocated for Corrections Departments that effect
our youth only after a transition into lifestyles unacceptable to society,
and after out youth has become a ward of the State. Mind you, there is still
no system set up to protect the hundreds of thousands of falsely accused
incarcerated youth in this country, and those youth are so traumatized by
that form of child abuse, that to excel in education; and trade skill train-
ing, mental and spiritual development in spite of the harsh conditions of
confinement is an issue in great need of even more attention, and for those
remarkable youth, there should be programs that provide certification for
those youth to spearhead efforts to educate their peers conducive to the
dynamics of what it really means to be "at risk." Those kids are our next
effective leaders if we prepare them now.

The New Generation propose an urgent reallocation of funds already pro-
vided to agencies, to be re-directed into new employment creation that targets
solutions, and are preventive and action oriented, specifically career train-
ing in community development projects. Yes, we are saying train the youth
to build the community, and maintain the integrity of the program by training
youth to train other youth in areas of proper parenting. We use the word
proper as it highlites what is often deficient in inner-cities, and more
times than not, can become the ignighter to the evolving progress towards
the difficult transition into adulthood. Proper parenting is just one of
the many issues to be addressed by the youth.
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Anyone feel mmpelleci to assist 1ir the drafting of the curriculum of
this solution based New Generation community building project designed for
youth to lead? i

100 Black Men, where are your youth? Urban League, where are your youth?
NAACP, where are -your youth? I 'can call hands all day, we want to convey
to the world that most youth are ‘experiencing some form of incarceration
before they become a ward -jof the state. Some homes, and over all communities
which includes the social |fabric, have become prison-like settings for most
facilities For instance, schools are being closed, and the remaining ones
are becoming prison-like |environments while more prisons are being built
and are becoming the new centers fro education. I'll repeat this later.

We are no longer interested in the old conspiracy theory that this was
all a plan by the system /to keep us down. The New Generation don't do con-
spiracy, we know that every house built derived from the minds of architects.
Our focus is on the demolition of those structures and creating a new foun-
dation-of self-worth and leadership for the next group of talented architects
from our communities. Our |youth are incredible without instruction, I chal-
lenge you to involve in the youth development movement and be amazed at what
they can do under the influence of you.

We know for a fact at words shape societies. For example, I love to
repeat what the late Stanley "Tookie" Williams told me one day on the yard
before his senseless murder, he .was explaining how people have been condit-
ioned to say things like:

"If I can just help ome person, it would make m}r.effurts worth it,"

Tookie said, "If you| have only helped one person, you have failed the
rest.

Ihe New Generation, [ike Tookie believe that we must shift away from
those traditional ideologies that obviously don't work, and build on the

efforts of our predecessors by instilling greater value systems in the minds
of the next generation, -

At Papco, we refuse to be products of our environment and we encourage
the world to end subjecting our youth to this kind of psvchological abuse
that hinders growth.

solution, the new saﬂing, and statement that you should be telllng our
youth is: |

- "your environment should be a product of you."

Whenever we hear or read s;necme describe a "bad neighborhood," they basically

straight up called the people "bad."

‘ Nobody ever called the neighborhood where Fhil.lip and Nancy Curiddo
lived a "'bad neighborhood" | because evidently kidnaping,a child off the streets

and abusing her for 18 years is not a street crime, drug activity, or gang
violence. In fact it's obvious how the parole system does not practice equal
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justice. Justice has its own issues, but equal justice has never risen to
any level of what is truly definad as =qual in this country, taking off hoods

and sheets, and putting on uniforms has aot changed the situation in the
inner-city.

For 18 years while Jacee Duggard was being traumatized by a parolee.
The same parole agency was too busy being "tough on crime" to the point where
the courts installed injunctions against people who was labeled gang members
to stay out of even the communities where they have children. Think about
that, people was arrested, had their parole conditions violated and thrown
back in prison because the parent in them was unable to stay away from their
child, while Phillip Guriddo had someone else's child, and targeting other
children, documented on video tape in areas he was free to roam without an
injunction to keep him away from every one else's children. They worry more
about saggy pants than keeping known child molesters away for our childreén.

I don't believe in reform, so probation and parole agencies in my opinion:
are a larger part of the overall destructive failure and disorder in our
communities, this cycle is deadly when viewed with a powerful, wider lens.

* % X%

Close schools, build prisons, the remaining schools become prisons,
and prisons become centers for education. The Juvenile Justice System is
designed to capitelize and exacerbate the totality of the situation to the
point of assuring our youth maintain a 0.0 grade point average in the school
of life, only to graduate to adult facilities with dishonors. Prison jobs
are ready and available to everyone who couldn't find a job in society. Free
education is offered to prisoners that had no idea- that a Technical Trade
School existed in the area they lived in before incarceration. Prison and
parole boards are more interested in producing model prisoners than keeping
model youth out of prison. The state has a budget that included funding for
the Department of Corrections and its agencies to produce model prisoners,
no temp application fee required, no prison experience needed, no portfolios
or references required, ironic, sad.

Need a job? Come to prison, they don't even need to advertise. When
the opportunity for youth is offered to the youth in correctional facilities,
it becomes displayed proof that the captor of its captives posses the freedom

to offer assistance and positive development programs before incarceration.
This epitomizes deprivation.

When we aim to help every child we literally render the judicial system
obsclete, so 1its no surprise that the Department of Corrections will never
address the real 1issues in our inner cities because the system itself is

operating on a life support system that constitutes & high demand for failure
in the lives of our young people. When our children fall into the system

the village hns nmalsted the captors, and the downfall of our youth provides

billions of dollnrs every year to the agencies that are designed to maintain
the cycle,
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If it takes a village to raise a child, the village in ;this_.cﬂuntr}r
has failed hundreds of thousands of youth who are now prisoners in this coun-
ErY.,

Now I know that my writing style is very critical of ”Tf‘:e System," it
is what it is and I welcome anyone to challenge my disposition. ﬂureuver,
I'm as equally radical against the lack of love we as a people @spla:.r to
our youth, in my next article I plan to address my community to raise aware-
ness as to how we as a people misdiagnose our own youth and how we as a pgaple
inflame destruction by .creating energies through words that create environ-
ments for failure. Join me at New Generation Part IIT.

T
e r.hjlj‘:"_':.:_..-_.:‘ o= A
ot e )

] seh Nehemiah Colbary =~
T represents the journey of horror, dehumanization
Brrer and paychological torture that hundreds and thousands
g . of children in the U.S, pass through each year in youlh
%5 "correclonal® inslilulions across the natian His story is Iha

: shocking Iruth of a poor child transformed inlo a tool of fear for
*" polilical and economic convenience by the siale of California’s Infamous
: YOUTH AUTHORITY.” Ovear the pasl twenly years the Incarceralion
rale of this nallon has increased by 800%, an unprecedentad mounl of punitive
legislation and court rulings thal have succeedad in gutling the constilution
i ndusiries in the U.S.--prisons. |n this book you
young man. The facls in this slory
children have had o go threugh in California’s
ronment where il's pradator prey you will learn
1052 queslionable walls, In ;
a place where only “he sirong survive, Tecumseh had to fight batilas day after day -
lo demand the respect thal he so badly strived for. Was it his fault that he hadlo &
fight for respect in these inslitulions betier known as "Gladiator school?” -
You will be able to answer thal question for yoursell once you gel a dose of this
reality. The reafly of life behind bars, he realily of being STATE RAISED.

6785 Imperial Ave, San Diego, CA 92114
www.stateraised.org




NEW GENERATIONS, PT. 3
by
Xzyzst

Dear Community,

Well, I'm on death row now and I miss you. I know you
may be shocked to be receiving a  letter from me since I was
always the kid that came from a "broken home." I don't know
why you described me in that way but I just kept it inside,
I didn't know how to tell you to stop saying that.:  and how
much it really effected me.

I began to listen to you and even though I was just
a kid, somehow I knew inside that the two words broken and
home should never be spoken together, one of my teachers
would call that a compound word. I guess I learned a few
things before I got kicked out of school.

Tou called me disruptive, someone diagnosed me with
having a disorder called ADHD. They gave me medication, but
they still called me more names like hyperactive and trouble
maker. I always wondered why everyone was saying these things
about me and to me, never caring to ask me why I didn't get
along with other kids.

]l was peerless, the other kids were too slow for me.

I was never asked why I fell asleep in class or become
8 disruption.

I was bored, I had already done the assignments in my
head before the unprepared, unqualified vteacher abused me
with those boring hon=stimulating methods. I loved school,
it was being put in the wrong class with students that  needed
to be taught at a snails pace, I learned fasc, 1 play fast.

I'm young and full of life wond excited to learn. But you
Starved me of life, so I had to wait for the other kids to
catch' up and you wos wasting my time, because I could've
been at home developing software, or graphic designs Ffuyll

of art projects in my head. You asked me to write with a
pencil when [ can write much Ffaster an an electranic gadget
device and produce more work than you asked me for.

I- never told you this but me and my friends had to deal
with two N-words, not just one. But nobody in our cmmmuni;y
ever did a march or protest for those of us in out own communi-
ties that were being ostracized for being a Nerd.

[n our Community we had to dumb ourselves down just: to fit

in, so I acted a fool in class. I did things a“ﬁ dressed
in clothes that saved my life on many occasions. Being SRATT
In out community is not cool and is the equivalent of being
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black, obese, poor, having an alternative sexual orientation,
and every other thing we as a community tease, bully, and
exploit against each other before I ever got into trouble
with the juvenile authorities. Not cool to be smart.

At least the gang set up a family environment that included
pride and representation of our community, I never felt like
a real member of the community wuntil I made friends that
had similar experiences. A broken home is not easy for a
teenager to fix, so my first taste of failure came when I
took on the task of trying to keep my parents together.

Divorce is not a good word for kids, but kids are expected
to just shake it off, get to school, and become amazing.
Most of my homies had only one parent for reasons only the
parents knew and that made a lot of us angry, because kids
are always left out of the real issues that should hold us
together as a family,

What did you expect from me? Genius? Interesting. Genius
is defined as having tutelary spirit, natural inclinations,
a person who influences another for good or evil; a peculiar
or distinctive character; strongly marked capacity or aptitude,
extraordinary intellectual power. Sounds 1like most innercity

youth to me, and now Juvenile Halls and prisons are overcrowded
with our New Generation.

Trouble maker? Problem child? Bad influence? Hyperactive?
Look again. How many geniuses did you destroy by misdiagnosing
us with psychological disorders and gave us medication to
slow our brains down. Really, how valuable is control?

Even after you put us me on drugs, put me in jails and
called me all of those trouble names. I still invented Hip
Hop, I still learned about all of the worlds religion. I
still dissected history, I still play chess, I still play
piano, I sing, rap, and dance. I still became an intellectual
force in order to help other young people develop positive
dispositions in 1life, I, K6 still teach pugilism and I'm still
a student. I'm still a husband, I'm still a father, I still
exist, even on death row I still exist. Yes, your youth are
now coming to death row

Now imagine what I would be today if you would've welcomed
me into your community. Coming from a broken home was not
my problem. My problem was out of everybody is our large
community I was the only person that hoped and worked for
that one day when ‘we would all be one happy family.

It's too bad you misdiagnosed me early, but I'm glad
you did because now I get to do for youth what you failed
to do for my generation. Yes, I've got my hands full, but
my , love for my community will never delude. I forgive you
and I love you, but there is a difference this time around,

21



You see, when I was a kid I didn't know what it took to ask
you for help to save me from a life of crime and punishment,
but now I'm an adult and I've learned how to ask for help
to help others. Village, fail no more children. Generation
X is defined as Americans born in the 1960's and 70's, you
may never develop rehabilitation programs to treat the New
Generation; however, the New Generation is up for the challenge
" to be a community and appeal to all of you ¢to help build
the next generation, or maintain the cycle of defeat and
destruction, This is what you can do with now: L

. #1. Stop teaching kids that rich people make us poor. That
+ is a terrible message to deliver to a young mind being reared
in 8 capitalist society.

#2. Stop confusing greed with wealth. Learn the difference,
know the difference, design curriculum and teach the difference.

#3. Encourage your youth to watch.a program called "Biz Kidz"
and have open group discussions with you young children about
financial matters. VUse candy, wuse toys, use veggies, use
socks, wuse your creative minds to dindulge them into making

money, saving money, and spending, and things 1like compound
interest. This should start ASAP at every age,

This solution based idea «creates opportunity for your
child to become known around the community as a responsible
model youth as your <child accompanies you to the market,
the bank, and every other community associated entity.

Trust me, creditors, and banks will 1love ¢to see your

child applying for employment and when it's time for financial
independence.

#4. Create part time pay positions for youth in your community
that are peer leaders in the efforts of positive youth develop-
ment.

Right now the streets and prisons are offering wmore
job opportunities than the community.

#5. Organize your peer group leaders to gather the youth
in the community and attend the City Council sessions when
the merchants and business owners attend, and when the floor
becomes open the youth must address the panel and business
owners and put them on the spot. Let them know "we came to
get hired, we previously received offers to work on the streets
in multiple capacities, but we declined those positions because

we value our community and seek employment from those owners

in the meeting." Do your homework, know the store, ‘or shops
addresses, know the owners name, call them out and point
out each young person that you brought , present yourselves
.in a manner that you are regponsible, eager, and prepare

" to work, now.
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If nobody gets hired, you walk away knowing that you
just planted a very valuable seed in your community, and
more over, they may be prepared to deal with you at the next
meeting when you address the floor over and over again until
the business owners and politicians figure out that they

need new voters and a safer community. So Your first shot
is a win no matter how it turns out,

#6. Download mock applications from everywhere and teach
the youth how to be prepared by having an Q&A session about
what 1is appropriate to put on a job application. I'm talking
about employment preparation, free of charge, under sage.
conditions, and an environment proper to embrace the exchange,
and discussion between youth that conveys reasons and questions
about choosing to work for less than street money. I would
love to see a DVD recording of those exchange because it's
nart  answer that I look for, I 1look for the willingness and
Creative ways youth come Up with developing resolve, problem
solvers. '

Who is responsible for teaching our youth insight and
good sense? Who prepares our youth to embrace the word "no"
as &an opportunity to receive the word "yes" at another date?
We don't have a 1lot of time, so0 in the mean time our youth
tan operate on online network shop with it's profits going
towards all parties 1involved. Kids can form an investment
shop where 5 dollars from one person becomes 5 million dollars
when they encourage their PEETS Lo invest with them together
as a group by earning compound interest.

Kids have so many online friends so their social skills
are already intact. I'm talking about creating an innercity
youth lead investment online enterprise that opens and maintain
an online account with Capital One, or Chase, or a bank that
offers a package that is designed for group investors.

12 year olds can do this now. How many teenagers do
you know that have 5 bucks? A computer? And a need for money?
And have a bazzillion friends.

The internet has kept a lot of kids out of jail, now
teach our youth to wuse this medium to create capital, and
this can be done right now 1in any neighborhood. The youtl
can workout the details, I'm just offering an opportunity

to those youth that need to trail blaze.

Close friends can come up with a name for the site and
who knows what this idea can turn into? This is how the Naw

Generation thinks behind these prison walls, so this lotter
1s not only just to let you know that in spite of, 1'm doing
Ling, 1I'm letting you know that you are surrounded by the

Next Generation, and they are looking for whar I looked for
when I was with you, love, creativity, freedom to changae
My own mind, new ideas tec be heard, cared for and most of
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all a member of you. You are my community to be a product
of me by spending more quality time with our next generation.

Look for me again. Your next leader dis the one with
the interesting haircut, she has an attitude problem, he
always has an angry look on his face, she's chewing . gum in
class, his cellphone keeps disturbing class, she had another
fight, he just cracked a joke, he thinks all of the girls
want him, she thinks nobody wants to be her friend.

He just said "you don't know me," she's been too quiet,
they are passing notes, he smokes weed and can't stop laughing.
She's obese and moody, he's skinny and trying to sag his

pants, he's rapping in the cafeteria, there he goes trying
to ditch class again, She is very tired and looks exhausted,
he's .in detention again, all of their handwriting sucks,
they called you a bitch, his eyes are glossy, she has birth
control pills in her backpack, wow, I hope that's not a gun.

These kids are geniuses waiting to be guided towards
greatness, now would be a terrible time to be boring.

Now would be a terrible time to call the police, now
would be a terrible time to wmisdiagnose the symptoms of a
true genius,

Now is the perfect time to take them out of that class
setting that was not designed for them, you need to challenge
the next generation with a setting that is conducive to learning.
The word needs to get out, everyone needs to be talking about

trying to get closer to where you are. The safest place 1in
the community. should be with you.

Have questions, g0 to papyruscollectivellgmail.com and
I['l1l respond as soon as I receive your message, oOor questions
or comments. I'm open to any questions as I'm surrounded

by my fellow New Generation team at Papco and it is our honor
to become an inside think tank to assist you and all of our
youth in creating an open path to progress, and toe all forms
of freedom to the incarcerated all over the world. If you
just read all three New Generation pieces, I wrote rthis for
you.

Love always, Xzyzst
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dea’ch row inmate, org

A Grassroots Anti-Death Penalty E
Soclial Wetwork thwr
MEMORANDIUM
DATE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2011
FROM: W.0.D. (WRITE OR DIE) @DRI
TO: CAPTIVES OF THE PRISON INDUSTRY COMPLEX

RE: THE DRI PROJECT

There's a growing solidarity among captives inside of our nation's enormous
prison system.

DRI is but one little fish in the vast sea of prisoners' rights groups on

the ground outside of these walls- providing us with support, information,
and various other services.

WWW,DEATHROWINMATE.ORG is a grassroots human rights and anti—death penalty
social network designed to give us (death row and lifers in particular,)
a platform from which to speak.

It's easy to see that there are many "other" websites on the outside who

really don't understand or have any personal experience with this inside
world. The prison industry has unconsciously opened a door for those who've
learned to exploit prisoners- profiting from these emerging environments.

No one can better understand captivity than the captive himself. The heartheat
of DRI's evolution was born in the flames of adversity, the very same
adversity we all know so well.

Promoting productive alternatives and positive activities for prisoners and
activists alike, DRI offers a very effective penpal service, private inmate
art galleries, a publishing platform (papyrus collective), a myriad of
socially-conscious and rehabilitative agendas like "Convicts against Cancer"
and our Inmate Donor Initiative.

Our twitter following is gigantic (@deathrowinmates) and our volce is strong.
With on-air commercials, a YouTube channel and growing product line, why

go anywhere else. Request your inmate service application and information
by sending a S.A.S.E. today to:

The DRI Project
3298 Norcth Glassford Hill Road
Suite #104 / PMB #154

Prescott Valley, Arizona 86314

Dr email us at: thedriproject@gmail.com
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A Portion Of Thyself:
Essential Reflections From
Death Row by Michael Flinner
(Paperback - January 30,
2010) $17.99.
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Michael Flinner's cormmments on the
process of writing this book:
“I've found that writing allowed for the
confrontation of my rehabilitation and grief
head-on.”
This insightful compellation of thoughts
relate to self worth and various other
topics. They stem from self destructive
behaviors and imperfect memories.
" I hope you'll pick up a copy and support
our continued efforts at abolishing capital
punishment.” (Michael Flinner)

Visit: deathrowinmate.org
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Tke Sacved Eye of the Paleons: Lessons in

Price: $16.26

Ships in 3—5 business days l
A collection of sayings and aphorisms concerning
self-transformation under exceedingly difficult
circumstances. The three death-row authors,
including the late Stanley Tookie Williams, draw on
their combined 70-plus years of experience on death
row to formulate first principles for personal growth
and social change.

By Anthony Ross, Steve Champion, Stanley Tookie
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injustice.,

exists behind.prison walls, a greater evil would be letting a single individual perish when there |
are untold riches in the form of the willing masses who have a number beyond their name. |
Allow those who wish for the opportunity to-make a difference, to better the world, to better |
the life of someone in need,.and to better themselves. To make restitution by giving life. |
What is justice if itisn't the act:of making some good come of something bad? The same logic |
is true nf"‘the._l opposite, too. To create something bad from good intentions would be an ;

It'is an issue that doesn't know bipartisanship.Death Is the great bipartisan. Get involved. .'
Ask your representatives why a:_ﬁihgi_e.persun would be denied the opportunity to live if there |
is a chance to save them while mnré:than amlﬂle resources exist — living and deceased, |

Certain of these efforts are blossoming online at www.deathrowinmate.org. | hope that
you'll become.a member-in favor of this long overdue agenda.

| visit: www.deathrowinmate.org email: thedriproject@gmail.com

e

from page/3 |

26




vV O X populd.i Y O X Dei
(the voice of the people is the voice of God)

There exists a documented conversation between men hanging on
crosses after being given the death penalty. One of those men
is still a major figure in the lives of people all over the
world and yet there are now thousands of people on death row
around the world. Go figure.

For far too long the media and other agencies .have represented
captives on death row from a narrow window, from the outside,
and the results are often one-sided, misleading, and straight
up false. Papco inspires the world to experience unedited con-
versations between the souls still hanging on the cross at the
place of the skull- Golgotha.

The 4institutional "Instruction Manual for Legal Murder" has
not changed. When the people are forced to focus on the person
on the cross, by default the condition itgself at the same time
forces the people not to focus on the systematic overthrow of

the underclass, a scheme to silence the people, hidden in plain
sight.

Cone are the days of just executing old child molesters and
the serial killer. There now exists a new Gtype of political
prisoner being held captive on death row, the "New Generation"
of tarpeted inner city youth accused of committing "street level
crimes," who are given death sentences in exchange for the polit-
ical and capital advancement of corrupt law enforcement agents,
attorneys, and judges.

The discussion at Golgotha continues;

DATE: foopse T, 11

LOCATION: California Death Row, San Quentin State Prison,
Golgotha, The Place of the Skull

QUESTIONS BY: Xzqz<]

RESPONSES BY: Ad-8&
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AT GOLGOTHA
by
Xzyzst

In keeping with the new culture fere on Death Row
I want to acknowledge ‘you as a true Prince of our
people and openly display what an honor it is to be
in your presence, New Generation rising, yeah?

New Generation rising for sure. Gone are the days

of open contempt displayed amongst our people, real
talk,

As we '"technically" hang here on the cross let the

people be exposed to this historical moment; where
did you grow up?

Well, after my ancestors were dragged to the shores

of this country my family somehow migrated to Pitts-
burg, California.

How old were you when you were arrested for the case
that brought you to death row?

18 years old.

Wow! To date this may make you the youngest person
on death row in California.

You may be right. I'm 24 now and have been here since

2007. and to my knowledge- yeah, damn, I just might
be the youngest, huh?

Ain't that something! Uhmm, so far has this place
been anything - like you've imagined or heard it was
like when you were in the outter society?

Hell no! One cannot fully explain the death row exper-
ience all I can say is, it's the complete opposite
of what one would've thought it to be. For instance,
majority of the cases "profiled in the media about

‘death row are actually the minority, there are more

individuals like myself being sent here.

When you say individuals 1like yourself, what deo you
mean?

Basically, I mean the new generation of politically
conscious individuals who've become enlightened after
their incarceration, at how they've been bagged and
tagged before they knew it from trumped up charges
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and a long 1list of enhancements and special circum-
stance... the Bay Area is one the most radical spots
in the United States, just being interested in the
area I am from and studying its history I've learned
a lot. But even more than this I say individuals like
myself, meaning youngsters who haven't had the chance
to experience any -real part of 1life before theirs
was taken from them and also referring to the lack

of unity up here- it's just sad, man, I can't believe
e

That's a common theme for the new generation that
rolled up here in massive waves from, like, 1995 to
now, feel me? So what adjustments are you .making to

not become connected to the shameful disconnected
state of conditions?

Being I came from a community that at the least taught
me how I should lead myself, I strive not to be a
product of this environment like so many others here,
Once again, our new generation is a the minority here
and we're refusing to embrace the disappointing direct-
ion of the majority, and, real talk, we want this
mentality to catch on here so that this environment
can begin to become a product of wus. Seriously, I
ain't never been nowhere like this in all of my life.

So, did you get a fair trial?

LOL. I knew this question was comin'. Hell no, it's
impossible to get a fair trial for a plethora of rea-
sons. But one of the first major reason I noticed
was how 9 timeB8 out of 10 the jurors were in a hurry
toc get back  to ‘their lives, like it was a payback
detail instead of their duty as a citizen.

Hold wup, did you just. say you wasn't the only one
that didn't want to be there?

But trip how this works, though. The jurors were like
why is this. taking se long, he was arrested by the
police so he: must be guilty of something. It's like
why even show these people any evidence when they've
been conditioned to vote "guilty" before the case
even starts, especially when the victim is a cop.

Somebody needs to write a book on the whole jury selec-
tion process, which 1is a great segue into my next
question. Knowing a little bit if your story do you
plan to write a book? If .s0, when can we expect 1t?
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I'1l say I've thought about it but I can't give you

a date because, seriously, I want to write about unity
and a positive story, but so far this hasn't been
my experience. Compared with seme of the other people
who've. been here for 20, 30 years 1 just got here
and there's a lot I still need to learn about writing
and all of that, but like I said it'll all come.

I'm now showing you some photos of my two teen age
children. As you look at thiese pictures I want you
to imagine yourself speaking to a middle school kid,
what would be the one thing you would lace this young-

ster with to help prevent them from ending up in prison
or on death row?

I'd let 'em know this is the closest thing to slavery
re-vamped as it gets. Don't' ever become a slave to

'no one because slavery demands a life long commitment;

you will live and die a slave to others if you fail
to lead yourself.

Didn't expect that answer, fo'real, fo'real. One of
the routine questions we ask tomes from the African
Proverb "It takes a village to raise a child." With
this in mind name one thing you did not get from your
village that you wanted as a kid? ‘Mind you, I'm talking
about your village outside of' your immediate family,

In my case the answer would be football, from the
time I was 6 until I got my chance at 15 years old. |

I mean, wasn't football, along with all the other
sports, afforded to youth in the inner-cities, how
did you get missed?

Well, when I did go out for ‘football, the so-called
coach would show up an hour and a half late to every
practice and .some of the older homies had - to take
his place until he showed up high on drugs Man, it
was an additct runnin' shit. Oh, and one coach when
I was 15 said he had to cut me because he had to pick
other kids with more experience, since they'd been
playing since they were 8 years old. All he could
tell me was I had the weight and good hands and feet
but that I was inexperienced at the game, so I got
cut because 1'd never played. You see, this is what
they don't tell people about those community programs,
that they're set up to build winning football teams
to show success in the community. So some kids don't
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make the cut because the focus isn't actually on build-
ing up the youth in the inner-city but about winning
games. After that I was 1like "whatever", you feel
me? Now the only memory I have of my childhood desire
to play football, is this nasty chewing tobacco the
coach was always spittin’' out  as he sat back doing
nothing, while the  ‘more experienced kids ‘Ttan the
drills. It ain't the village, homie, it's the people
running the village that failed our youth; winning
plus winning equals funding.

I noticed when we told you this Write or Die project

was based on positive youth development your face
lit up, what's up with that?

When I was younger I would've liked for someone to
have taken the initiative with me and now that I'm
here and get to take part in being a part of the
solution I stand" ready, our: generation 1is .on deeck
now so it's on. When I was - coming up there wasn't
anything positive comin' out of prison, just the same
ol' propaganda.designed to herd people back into prison
so I never made a- prisen, positive connection, so
you can count me in.on stuff like this.

You're a blessing for that one. It's a ‘trip because
all we see in the media 13 self-hatred and destruction
they hardly ever show our generation's true love of

our own, as if we -all just don't want to do nothing
but .smash each other,.

That's why they ¢all it T.V., cable, and satellite
"programming", because. its inducing . nature conditions
people, its viewers, to believe we all can't stand
each other and as a result set up subcultures who
beef each other off the face of the planet, that's
how they see us, man.

Let's go deeper, yeah? We get questions from our online
community at sites 1like DRI and one visitor asked
how do people on death row deal with the loss of a

loved one .or friend,: vou're welcome to pass on this
if you want to.

It's a trip how that works because I found myself
giving others on the outside methods to embrate the
vicissitudes of 1life -and it became therapeutic for
me in dealing with my own experiences of loss, espe-
cially when that person was loved by s0 many. So for
me consoling others and encouraging them to embrace
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the - discomfort and make the necessary adjustments
to continue on in life, became the very advice I needed
myself; taking one's own advice 1is not easy, man,
But that's how I've dealt with loss.

As you know last year my father was murdered in the
doorway of a market in the hood and as a result I
avoided addressing the issue,  but now sitting here
vibing with you and knowing how - my father would want
me to face reality head up, 1t compels me to express

- the difficulties I had in experiencing every human

emotion all at once over his death. However, you are
right, because I had to be strong for my family on
the outside, helping them to cope, and then going
out to the yard to socialize, get some fresh air,
and take in' the celebrative energy. and comments from
all of y'all really helped in my recovery. Young Whacc
told me that "when you stop thinking of it as a loss
of a. father “in’ this life and .begin to. receive it as
as gaiming a kiown ancestor in the mext realm of exist-

ence, the inevitable becomes easier to embrace," that

was valuable.

My mom just passed over last month and my focus was

also on how my family were doing— wait, Whacc said
that!?

Yep. Sharp ass youngsta; he don't say much but when
he do.it's valuable. So, what do you think about Papco
and Write or Die so far?

Yeah, man, I didn't think it was going to be like
this, the intent and social dynamic is cool. But back
to the question about losing loved  ones, that was

a loaded one but I think we both handled it better
than we: thought we would.

About a week ago I heard you speakimg on George Jack-
sen, where were you going with all that?

(both laughing out loud)

Boy, now you going to get us im trouble, LOL; you
already know I love reading his work. The thing toO
me about George Jackson is his position, he wasn't
enthralled by the benefits he would reap for laying
his life on the line for the much needed change that
era needed. He already knew our generation would be
born and appreciate his sacrifice and, real rtalk,
I  believe that he was writing directly to us. Here
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1S a man writing to us in 2011 from the 1970's as
if we were family, at least that's how I see 1t.

Personally, I was E0o0 mesmerized by the actions of
his younger brother Johnathan to focus on all of
that, ol' boy was a rider, huh?

(both laughing out 1loud)

I'm telling you we're already up under the jail, don't
get me started, man| To 8ay the least, at bare minimum,
what greater love can one hrnthgr ‘display for his
brother. It's 1like out of all of then Johnathan say
what the end of those court Proceedings were going
to be and decided the Outcome was his to change. For
me Johnathan epitomizes the intellectual capacity
of our new -géneration because we're moving forward
in spite of others ¢leiming control, either we win
big or die putting the world on notice that some of
us ain't with the .bullshit. This is where I can relate
to George's book titled "Soledad Brothers.™ |

Permission to encourage you?

Permission granted.

More of our new generation is on the way here as ye
speak, they will make observations .exactly like ye
did when we first touched down. Remain the difference,
encaurage them not to wait for the death squad to
come before they start getting serious about fighting
their cases, don't 1look at’ each other all cockeyed,
look to each other with eyes  of confidence. Remain
the so0lid example that you already are, divide and
conquer must remain a weak and ineffective primitive
tactic when used against the new generation, you are
the new leadership on death row. And all those contin-
uing to hang on the left must get left 88 you move
forward with all those set on doing this right. Now
I end this cipher ‘as it ywas done at Golgotha: Lord
remember me when you come into your Kingdom., .

Today you will be with me in paradise.
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PENETRIES WOWAR?D

HELLO ,

To ALL OF yOU,IT IS OUR SINCEREST WISH HERE IN S2SP(DEATH ROW)
AS WELL MANY OTHERS ON DEATH ROWS ACROSS THE STATE FIGHTING FOR
OUR FREEDOM ¢ LIFE,THAT YOU ALL ARE POING & FEELING WELL PHYSI-
CALLY,SPIRITUALLY .AND THAT YOU ARE CONTINUING TO STAND UP AND
FIGHT THE INJUSTICES THAT MANY OF US ARE BEING FORCED TO ENDURE,
BEING ILLEGALLY INPRISONED.IT IS QUR HOPE THAT you WILL NOT LOSE
FAITH,NOR THE WILL TO FIGHT.AND THAT you WILL NOT GIVE UP THE
CAUSE OF EXPOSING THE MANY UNJUST CONVICTIONS THAT HAS BEEN
OBTAINED AS A RESULT OF THE CORRUPTION.MANY MEN & WOMEN, SUCH AS
MySELF TROY DAVIS,KEITH FUDGE,PARRELL LOMAX, KEVIN COOPER,AND
KENNETH CLAIRE,KARL HOLMES,BYRON WILSON,AND MANY MANY MORE,ARE
BEING HELD BEHIND THESE WALLS FOR DECADES FOR CRIMES THE POLICE
¢ THE PROSECUTORS KNOW WE DIPN'T COMMIT.

FOR THEM IT 1S ABOUT OBTAINING CONVICTIONS,THEY FAIL TO ENSURE
THAT JUSTICE IS SOUGHT ANP THE CORRECT INDIVIDUALS ARE PROSECUTET
¢ IN CUSTOPY .THERE'S SO MANY ,AS T HAVE NAMED A HANDFUL ABOVE.
THERE'S MUMIA,AND COUNTLESS OTHER'S WHO SUFFER IMPRISONMENT FOR
VEARS WITHOUT ANY LIGHT EVER BEING BROUGHT TO THEIR WRONGFUL
COMVICTIONS.IT 1S WITHOUT QUESTION A TRAVESTY & MISCARRIAGE OF
JUSTICE DONE TO US BY THOSE WHO WAVE TAKEN AN OATH OF UPHOLDING
THE LAW,NOT BREAKING THE LAW INORDER TO GET A CONVICTION.SINCE
1992 1 HAVE FOUGHT FOR My FREEDOM WITH PASSION & DETERMINATION
ro FREE MYSELF FROM THIS INHUMANE & PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE, THAT
THIS PLACE DOES TO THE HUMAN MIND,BODY, SPIRIT & SOUL.THIS PLACE
IS CRUEL & CAN BREAK MEN & WOMEN IN EVERYWAY POSSIBLE.SO IT IS
IMPERATIVE WE HOLD ONTO OUR SANITY,QUR FAITH,AND QUR WILL TO
FIGHT THE INJUSTICES THAT SO MANY OF US HAVE TO ENPURE.THE EVI-
DENCE IN KY CASE WAS FALSELY PRESENTED AGAINST ME SUPPORTS MY
NNOCENCE, N0 FINGERPRINTS,NO DNA,EVEN THE STATES OWN EYEWITBESS
TESTIFIED IT WAS NOT ME!
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PESPITE ALL oF THIS £ EVEN THE PERSON WHO ALSO wAs ARRESTED ¢
APNITTED TO THIS CRIME PECLARED THAT SOMEONE ELSE WAS WITH NI
AND NOT ME.WERE I SIT ON sQsP pEATH ROW,FALSELY IMPRISONED.4y-
SELF AS WELL As NANY OTHERS,ARE REACHING OUT To ALL OF you ror
YORR AELP IN OUR CAUSE! MAky ARE IN THIS PREVICRMENT,T DON'T khow. AL OF THEIR

FRIERDS, 0SCAR GRANT'S LIFE . MEANT MOTNING MURDERED WITROUT A CARE BY THOSE wHo

FHEHFSHTP,TMI“W FOR YOUR TIME ¢ ATTENTION.YOU CAN READ ABOUT MY CASE
AT 0% FREEDEMETRTISHOWARD. YAHOO .COM
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THE NINTH GROUND
by
Adisa, Ajani, and Ajamu Kamara

"put them on dying ground and they will 1live." -Sun Tzu,
The Art of War

The Ninth Ground, a term derived from the ancient military

text The ATE of War, refers to the last of the nine grounds—
the dying ground. .

If someone were trying tO kill you, would you use every means
at your disposal to defend yourself? And if someone LOOK
everything you owned, would you start the process of rebuilding?
Well, your response LO being sentenced tO a long prison term,
life, or even death should be the same as jyour response tO
defending yourself from attack or great loss: you should
fight.

We view the prison environment as dying ground and "fighting"
as a metaphor for self-determination., One of the Dbiggest
mistakes many people make when coming to prison is that they
don't initially comprehend the extremity of their circumstances.
Instead, they jump into the flow .of the environment, and
thus fail to productively utilize those first crucial three
to five years 1in prison for acquiring knowledge and building
the necessary foundation that vill sustain them for years
to come. Self-determination should never be relegated tO
"just getting by." -

Self-determination should always be a priority, and anything
less should be unacceptable. -

"plan for difficulty when it i3 still easy, do the great
when it is still spall.” —-Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching

From the moment we step into the prison systedl we need to
begin & program trhat organizes our @energy toward productlve
goals. We have to kick-start the growth process. In prison
your back 1is even more up against the wall than ever, S0
ir 1is dimperative LO immediately see the place for what 1t
ig- dying ground. Since prison culture 1is a Bgross extension
of the street culture moSt prisoners come from, there 18
a tendency to Mmerge with it even though the pitfalls are
obvious. You must begin to think strategically, @as if you
are always O0On the battlefield. When you rake this approach
to your situation, Yyou will not squander rime but rather
move with profound sense of mission.

"If they are to die'_there, what can they mnot achieve?"” -5un
Tzu, The Art of War
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When on dying ground you have rnv fear because you are already
in hell. With this philosophy you can only go forward, For

many prisoners a life or death sentence means: "It's too
late to change" of "What's the point? I'm not ever getting
out." But survival does not mean merely existing from day

to day, going from one hitstle to the next. Even the most-
veteran prisoner will admit that the "Play-it-by-ear" lifestyle
gets old. Our "1ife 1np Prison doesn't have tgq rotate around
waking up and hatfiging out. Tt should involve the total employment
of all of our faculties geared toward enriching our lives,
It doesn't matter where ye are, be 4t inp Prison or free

we should engage life, not IeLreat from it. Juast because
we suffer a defeat or come to prison doesn't mean we should
give up our aspirations, goals, and the desire to better
ourselves,

On the contrary, we should become evep more committed ¢to
learning, taking ‘the initiative, building resources, and

never giving wup. A life without Purpose and direction is
the life of g walking corpse. There is no middle ground when
it comes to surviving, so don't settle for easy or comfortable
little niches that offer no real substance., The harder vyou
Push yourself the more you learn how to Put theory into practice:
how to learn from your mistakes; and hoy to take optimal

advantage -of €veéry opportunity, Everything you do must lead
you forward not backward.

"Power dis thie ability ¢to define your reality and then haye
others respond to your definition.”™ -Dr, Wade Nobles

Imagine standing at the bage of a pyramid gazing up at the
top. Right away you get a rudimentary sense of the intelligence,
the resources, and energy that took to build it You also
understand that the pyramid Symbolizes the idea that anything
is poessible. A1l1 one  has to do 4ig téke initiative. As we're
looking up at the pyramid, there comes a point 1in every prison-
er's time when they take g long and honest review of their
life, and it is at thédt moment they realize it 18 going to
réequire a strong will and Sincere effort to rebuild it. Thisg
fact often discourages many prisoners and they Stagnate them-
selves with a lack of self-cnnfidence, complacency, and mental
inertia evep before trying. 01d patterns die hard and not
EVery prisoner is willing (or ready) to let B0 of what they
have become dCCustom to. We will be the first to admit that
transformation ig neither a quick or €asy process, It calls
for the full investment of your mind and body. Anything not
congruent with your mission will be a distraction and hindrance
toward defining your reality.

"We cannot afford to waste time in dealing with insoluble
problems under impossible conditions," ~Edward W. Blyden

The will deteriorates when the mind is not focused, and when
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your mind is not focused then your energy will be drained,
and your response to your situation will be ineffective.
Don't dinvest time or energy into people who are unreliable.
The revolutionary George Jackson once commented, "When someone
does not judiciously [and effectively] execute my affairs
then I have every right Lo .~rTemove- my bosom interest from
their hands." In other* words,  you should not simply rely
on the good intentions and. benevolence of others. You should
always be working toward -self-efficiency. The facts we need
to come to terms .with® when we «come to prison include these:
people change, people’ face hardships, :and people die. Assessing
your own -abilities and. s;reghﬁhgningff;hem. through education
and discipline” ‘brings you ‘closer - to.  self-reliance. Action
produces change, 'creates results, and ‘eliminates obstacles.
Inaction ©produces "passivity,  ‘escapism, ‘and excuses. Once
you take the ‘position that your life: is being threatened,
you psychologically prepare” yourself to do battle. You get
rid of your baggage. You become focused, and you strive without
compromise to accomplish your objectives.

"One who fears tomorrow has already died today." -Ajani Kamara

Prison is not the beginning of the end, but it can be
end of the mentality that , 80t you there. You can build a
viable step-by-step plan for success. How you play the endgame
1s up to you, but the moment you forget or ignore that you
are on dying ground, you have already lost. Take your stand
now, right where you are, and don't let anything hold you

back. Here are five changes you should make that will strengthen
your character and resolve:

the

1) Take initiative. Learn to depend on your own ability and intelli-
gence,

2) Take responsibility for yourself. Become self-reliant.
E}Quﬂ:lmﬁng;ncmug.

4) Don't assume people owe you something.

5) Stop holding onto the past. -

Adaptation and change are inevitable and necessary. In prison

we can waste -away 'in the cycle of conflict, boredom, and
reminiscing, or we can choose to fight and build.

"We're going to have to fight to win.

nation has been destroyed." -George
Eve

The logic of procrasti-
Jackson, Blood In My
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