Writing in Dawn in Madinah: A Pilgrim's Progress, Muzaffar Igbal described his
experience of venerating the Black Stone during a pilgrimage to Mecca:

¢ At the end of the second [circumabulation of the Kaabal], I

was granted one of those extraordinary moments which
sometimes occur around the Black Stone. As I approached the
Corner the large crowd was suddenly pushed back by a strong
man who had just kissed the Black Stone. This push generated
a backward current, creating a momentary opening around
the Black Stone as I came to it; I swiftly accepted the
opportunity reciting, Bismillahi Allahu akbar wa lillahi-
hamd ["In the name of God, God is great, all praise to God"],
put my hands on the Black Stone and kissed it. Thousands of
silver lines sparkled, the Stone glistened, and something
stirred deep inside me. A few seconds passed. Then I was

. pushed away by the guard.[2°] 99

~ Meaning and symbolism

The Black Stone, in Muslim belief, originated in the time of Adam. According to
belief, an angel spoke to the prophet Abraham, and told him to institute the rite
of the stone in the hajj at Mecca.?"]

Islamic tradition holds that the stone fell from Heaven to show Adam and Eve
where to build an altar, which became the first temple on Earth. Muslims
believe that the stone was originally pure and dazzling white, but has since
turned black because of the sins of the people.”®?9 According to a prophetic
tradition, "Touching them both (the Black Stone and al-Rukn al-Yamani) is an
expiation for sins."% Adam's altar and the stone were said to have been lost
. during Noah's Flood and forgotten. Ibrahim was said to have later found the
Black Stone at the original site of Adam's altar when the angel Jibrail revealed it



Q.2
THAT'S NoT My JoB

THIS IS A STORY ABOUT FOUR PEOPLE NAMED
EVERYBODY, SomMEBODY, AnyBoD? AND NoBoDY.

THERE WAS AN IMPoRTANT JOB To BE DONE AND
EVERYBODY WAS SURE THAT SoMEBoDY WoulLD DO T,
AnYRoDY CouLD HAVE DONE T, BuT NoBoDY DiD IT.
SOMEBODY GoT ANGRY ABouT THAT, BECAUSE \T WAS
EveRyBoDY'S JoB., EVERYBODY THouGHT ANYBoDY
couLd Do IT, BUT NoBoby REALIZED THAT EveERYBoDY

WOULDN'T DO IT. LT ENDED uP THAT EVERYBODY
BLAMED SoMEBODY WHEN NoBoDY DID WHAT

ANyYBoDY COULD HAVE.
e
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F XAMPLE *3 or PrisonER AMNES|A

(IF YOU WIisH To START BACK AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS EﬁSHH’)

ScRoLL BACK To June LIZE 10 “OH THaT's RicHT. We'Re In Prison.”’

TN THIS NEXT EXAMPLE, WE’RE GOING To TAKE A LOOK AT A
MAJOR ALTERATION OF A PRISONERS MEMORY L0OSS. LIT'S AT THLS
TIME WHEN A PRiSowER HAS NO PRoBLEM REMEMRERING THAT HE's
IN PRISON. WDW HAve WE SUDDENLY CoMe UP WITH A CURE FOR
AMNESIA 7 No. I SAID ALTERATION, (To cHANGE OR BECOME DIFFERENT)
NOT CORRECTION (Tb REMOVE THE EER:JRS OR MISTAKES FRDM) THESE
ALTERATIONS ARE USURALLY TRIGGERED WHEN IT APPEARS THAT
THe DePaRTMENT oF CorrecTioN (D.O.C.) Doesn'T know How To
RUN A FINE OILED MHCHINE OR BASICALLY KEEP THINGS IN RUN-
NING ORDER. So Now THAT THE PRISONERS HAVE SOMERODY To
BLAME FoR THEIR PROBLEMS, THE PRISON SYSTEM 15 THE ONLY
THING ON THEIR MINDS. Sc: WHERE HAS THE AMNESIA BeeN ALTERED
10 ? THE TIP OF THEIR INDEX HMEER THAT'S WHERE. Sounbd A LITTLE
‘-’_‘.-TEFIMGE.? Gop L HoPe 90, BECAUSE IT WouLD SuRe HAVE ME CONFUSED.
WHAT 1'm REFERRING To k’: THE NEGLECT To REMEMBER WHICH WAY
TO0 POINT THEIR FINGER WHEN IT CoMES Te THE TRUE CRUSE OF A
LARGE NUMBER OF THEIR PROBLEMS. ConNTINUE WITH ME AS I TAKe
A LOOK AT A FEW INSTANCES WHERE D.O.C. |S THE FIRST DIREC-
TIoN To POINT THIS FORGETFUL FINGER.

THE CHow HALL ALWAYS BRINGS ABOUT A GoodD EXAMPLE OF
THIS. THE BEST 15 PROBABLY THE EVENINGS THEY 9ERVE CHICKEN.
(BasicALLY THE MosT DESIRED MeAL OF THe WEEK.) UNFORTUNATELY,
THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS OCCASIONS THAT THEY HAVE RUN OUT

OF THE CHICKEN, LEAVING ANYWHERE FRoM 5 1o 30 Guvs STucK
To ERT SoME SOYBEAN PATTY. (HAMBURGER WANNA BE) So WHo GETS

THE BLAME HERE ° WeLe , oBviousiy D.O.C.; THeY DIDN'T ORDER
ENOUGH CHICKEN. THAT HLL SEEMS SIMPLE EMQUGH UnLEss oF
COURSE THEY WERE To REMEMBER THoSE GUYS THEY SAW,
SNEAKING BACK IN LINE To GET A Q2™ or 3B TgrAY. THI:N THERE WAS
THE GUY WHo, WHILE THE OFFICER WAS TURNED AROUND, WAS YELLING
SOMETHING IN THE SERVING WINDow, AND HI5 TRAY M&‘s:EEmUSLﬁ'
(AME OUT WITH 3 PIECES on IT. C}RJ How ABouT THE KITCHEN GUY
WHO WAS DoinNG ALL THAT BRAGGING RABouT How HE WAS ABLE To SNERK
OUT OF THE KITCHEN WITH 24 Pieces 9aran WraPPED To HIS BoDyY P
Does 1T sTiLL Sound LiKE D.O.C. 15 To BLAME WHEN YoU STRRT
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EXAMPLE "3 (cont)

REMEMBERING ALL THE ASPECTS P

How ABOUT GOING THROUGH THE TURMolL OF A “RAID /STRIP
SEARCH ” THis 15 PROBABLY THE MoST ANNOYWING THING THaT D.O.C.
CARRIES OUT. UHUHLLH’ ARounD |5 ﬂFFicERS AND MAYBE A
CouPLE OF sNooP DGGS CoME RUSHING IN, F_LLI.h.!G FOR Us To LINE
UP. We ARE THeEN ToLD T{J STRIP, LIFT THEM oPEN THAT, SPREAD
THOSE, BEND OVER, AND COUGH. C:rF COURSE THAT MIGHT BE CARRIED
ouUT IN A D!FFI:Rt;MT ORDER AT A WOMANS PRIEQM)

AFTER THIs LITTLE SET OF CALISTHENICS , WE REDRESS AND ARE
ESCORTED To 5oMeE OTHER RooM, OR PERHAPS THE Rec YARD. WHiLe
WE'RE GONE, THE OFFICERS Go HLL THROUGH ©OUR PRGPERT"" SEARCHING
FoR ANY KlrdD oF MAJOR LGMTRHBHMD AND THROWING UUT ANY MtMuR
CoNTRABAND. LF AnY MATOR CcmTRHBHMD 1S DiISCOVERED IN R GUYS
AREA, AN OFFICER CoMEeS To GET HIM, AND LOCK HIM UP.

WHEM WE RETURN A COUPLE OF HOURS LATER , WE FIND OUR
PROPERTY, BEDS, AND CLOTHES IN SHAMBLES. THE NEXT HALF HOUR
IS SPENT LOOKING RROUND To SEE WHAT ALL WE LoST, PUTTING
ALL OUR PROPERTY BACK IN OUR LOCKERS, MAKING OUR BUMKS AND
SWEEPING UP ALL THE TRASH. [HIS IS HLSD THE TIME OF H;me To
LISTEN TO ABOUT (3% OF THE GUYS RITCHING & COMPLAINING
AT HoW THEY CAN'T UNDERSTAND WHY D.0.C. DoEs STUFF LIKE THIS,
AnD HowW THE OFFICERS RRE SUCH IDioTs.

Now,I unperRsTAND TaT D.0.C. SoMETIMES HAS To PERFORM RAIDS
LIKE THIS FoR TRAINING NEW GUYS AND WHAT NoT. So I'm NoT GoiNG
TO SIT HERE AND TRY To PuT THE FuLL BLAME IN ANY ONE PARTICULAR
DIRECTION FOR THESE ANNOYING ORDEALS. L MEAN WE ARE IN PRI&QM
REMEMBER?? HowEVER | IT 1S STILL THE PRt‘E}DMEHS WHo ARE THE
CAUSE OF JUST HOW Mhm’ OF THESE RAIDS THEY ARE GOING To HAVE
To ENDURE. LN CASE You HAVE ANY DoUBT 8N MY OPINION THERE , LETS
TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT EXPERIENCE TELLS ME.

I've BEEN AT MY PRESENT LocATIoN FoR over H YEARS, AND HAVE
Been ASSIGNED To 3 DIFFERENT DORMS. L SPENT ABouT 3 YEARS
IN THE FIRST DORM, WHERE You HAD THINGS GO6ING ON AT A MODERATE
LEVEL THAT WoULD ATTRACT THE GUYS IN BRoOWN. AT THIS THIRD Lo-
CATION, WHERE L AM Now , THERE IS HARDLY EVER ANYTHING To ATT-
RACT TH::!R ATTENTION. HEHLE IN THE [ vene & 3 MonThs L've BEEN
IN HERE, WE HAVE ONLY HAD 2 RAIDS.

EXCUSE ME A MOMENT HeRe, BuT L JusT REALIZED THAT 1
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ExaMPLE 3 (cont)

L

FORGOT TO INFORM You OF THE FACT THAT BACK AT MY FIRST
LOCATION WE HAD To PuT UP WITH ONE oF THESE RAIDS ON AN
AVERAGE OF ONE TIME ENERY 3 MoNTHS.

Okn?, So, We HAVE Y TIMES A PERAR N ONE DoRM, L TIMES A
YEAR AT ANOTHER DoRM, AND THEN (Reaby FoR THIST) AT THE OTHER
DoRM , WHERE You HAD A BunCH OF JUNKIES, DoPEHEADS | CRACK -
BABIES, AND TWACKHEADS, WE HAD 3 RAIDS IN THE ONE MONTH

WAS THERE. L'm SoRRY, BUT SIMPLE LOGIC TELLS ME WHICH WAY
To PoINT MY FINGER. -

HERE'S SoMETHING YOU MIGHT FIND INTERESTING. |HERE HAVE
BEEN NUMEROUS THINGS THAT WE PRISoNERS WERE ONCE ABLE To
ENT0Y PURCHASING AND OWNING THAT HAVE Now BECOME LABELED
ON THE CONTRABAND LIST. “ MAN, WiT’s D.0.C.'s PRoBLEM? THEY
DON'T WANT US To HAVE ANYTHING. THEY WANT US To JUST SIT HERE
AND ROT WITH NoTHING To Dol (Oﬁumuﬁi.*r 50ME TYPILAL QUOTES
I've HAD To LISTEN To, FROM GUYS WHo KEEP FoRGETTING \WHICH
wAY To POINT THEIR FINGER.) LETS TAKE FOR EXAMPLE THE
WHOLESBME GAME OF SCRABBLE. CERTAINLY NOBoDY CoulLD TAKE
SucH A CREDITABLE GAME LIKE THHTJ AND Do SCMETHING WITH T
THAT WoulLD CRUSE IT Tbo BE PUT on THE CONTRABAND LIST. KIGHT *
WRoNG. S96ME GUY DECIDED THAT HE WouLD TRKE ONE oF THE WooDEN
LETTER HoOLDERS AND CARVE IT INTe SoME KIND oF STRBBING WEA-
PoN. LT’'S BASICALLY THE SAME REASON FOR S0 MANY OTHER THINGS
WE CAN No LONGER HAVE, ALL BECAUSE SOME PRISONER WANTS To
TRY AND CoNVERT IT INTD SOME FoRM oF CoNTRABAND.

T couLD Go on FoR Davs, REGARDING TH(S SuBTeCT. HowEVER,
1 THINK You ALL HAVE PRETTY MucH CAUGHT oN TO THE FACT THAT
THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE GUYS IN THE PRISoN SYSTEM HAVE
VERY FoRGETFuL FINGERS.

Don't YoU FoRGET To KEEP CHECKING BACLK Fok

EXAMPLE #Y.
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