Grourd Breakirg Legislative Policy Hearing at SCI Dallas

. I warit to update everyorie on the amazirng event we held at SCI Dallas. 4 men
serving life without parole (IWOP) sentence and 1 sentenced to 20-40 yrs were
all Selec tel by the Perrisylvanian Legislative Black Caucus to give testimony
o the subjects on parole for lifers, criminal justice reform ard prison reform.
Most 'people don't care about the deplorable corditions that all priscners are
forced to live iri. The State Reps & Senators were amazed at the corditions of
this prison that really reeds to be closed downi. But let me get back to the point
of ﬂﬁs post.

O August 22, 2018, approx. 20 Pernsylvania State Reps & 3 State Senators
ertered SCI Dallas for a legislative policy hearirg. Prisoners chosen to testify
ware Robert Pezzeca, Bryarnt Hudgins, Jamar Sowell, Johri Boweri, ard Rahmee Greeri.
Each prisorier gave urique testimony about their own situation and the situation
of others, how lwop seriterices are ineffective ard how elderly prisoners in Pa
have rio recourse for a 2rd charce. Upon completion of the hearing, Senators John
Elake arxd Lisa Boscola both pledged their support for the parcle for lifers
legis;]ﬂticr: submitted by semator Sharif Street (bill SB942). These peoliticians
erigaged us lifers, held corwersations, asked questions, gave us very informative
ariswers. We now believe that our lawmakers will honestly begin workirng on the
issues. Too mary politicians are learriirig the issues. I am in o way ever excusirg

my crime,I took a mans life, but humarn beirgs charge, they grow, some are worthy
of a izrxi charce., Pa Attormney General, Josh Shapiro, stated that in order to gain
his vote for commutatiorn you must have the district attormeys support from the
committirg countty ard the victims family's support or hewill deny you. I was
corwvicted in Bucks Co. That D.A., Matthew Weintraub, has stated he will rever
support ary lifer for commutation, so right there the process has become flawed
with a D.A. who has become so prejudiced that he wort even listen or keep ari
q:eﬂi[mirﬂ. I sit here today ard tell you that I am not the same kid I was when
1 came to prison, I am rnot my worst mistake, I believe that when it can be proven
that pecple carrwot charige, then until that day, life imprisorment is rot the
ariswer.

I wish to wbliclr tharikk the followirg: State Rep. Darxia Bullock, such
an amazing womari, Ms. Gernaye Charrmel, executive director of the Pa LBC, Ad my
frierd Thomas YOuryy, chief of staff to state rep. Bullock, without those 3, the
policy hearing would rot have happered. Outside testifiers were: Elizabeth Geyer,

. paroled lifer Bobby Harris, Brooke McCarthy (attorrey for the juvenile law
center), Keir Bradford-Grey (Chief deferder, phila. deferders association) ard



Titus Moolathara, former D.0.C. employee who rnow runs the phila. public free
library. State Rep. Eddie Day Pashinski wants to work with us lifers in order
to start a merttor program to mentor to kids who are on the verge of ruining their
lives. The Pa DOC does rnot want kids to avoid places like this, we are job
security and the new generation of priscners is future job security for their
children. Though he was irwited, the Secretary of Correcticns couldn't even be
bothered to show up for this historic hearirg. If he truly meant whern he stated
that he wants to charge how Pa corrections is rar, he would have been here. But
so far, he hasn't made aryy positive charges yet, its only been a few years sirnce
he made that promise, maybe he will in the future.

As a Persylvania resident/taxpayer, did you koow that the state is over
$60 BRillion dollars in DEBT? When prison guards, who sleep half the day away
in here, are able to make $100 grard or more a year, there is a problem.

But feel free to ask Sec. John Wetzel about the cost of opening SCI Phoenix.
staff were makirng over $50 an hour working 12 hour shifts but beirg paid for
16 hours, how does that happen? The openirng of SCI Fhoeriix was a complete disaster
ard cost the state millions in staff overtime.

But now moving on to the current epidemic. Every Pernisylvania prison is
oy lockdown because in arother jail someone was trying to get K2 smuggled in
through the mail. Simple fix, wear rubber gloves, as you are supposed to, when
processing mail. If staff had been doing their jobs in the right way, none of
this would have happeried. Irmates are goirg to try to get drugs in prison in
every prison in the country. Its a never erdirg problem that carrot be combatted.
Not everyone is a drug user or drug dealer so because a few irmates attempted
to get drugs in on the other side of the state, 50,000 men & women are on lockdown
while staff get paid overtime for workirng and then training. Sure staff rneed
to be trained, its a never erding process, as thirgs change, people need to be
updated, trained, to do better, but there is always a better way & Sec. Wetzel
& Gov. Wolf failed irt this most recent lockdown. They waited 3 days before
allowing us to shower, the guard on my block is tellirg other staff how they
love this lockdowr, he is personally making $60 an hour to watch people take
a shower.

I fully agree that corrections is needed but there should be a limit ard
there should be a time to say enough is enough.

I recently spoke with State Represerntative Dorra Bullock, we spoke about
slavery in prison and I didn't follow President Obama's accomplishments, I



followed his failures arnd to me, the 1 thirng that mattered that he failed o0
was abolishirng slavery in the United States. He did alot of good for this country
but as a black president, the first ever, he should have outlawed slavery in
this country. The 13th amerdment still allows for prison slavery & its completely
wrorg, Eriough of my ramblings, this is just to update you on my day, the historic
everit| onn August 22, & until our goverrment listens, Permsylvania will rever
recover from this debt. We contirwe to close or "merge" schools in order to save
mooey but the cost of correctiorns can & should be reduced. Scott Wagrer for
govertior would be a disaster that Pa would rever recover from but we reed Gov.
Wolf to sit down ard listen.

We cari fix alot of he problems but rot uritil everyone comes to the table
to discuss them ard how to resolve them.

dct. 18th will our lifers org, barquet, EVERY Pa politician is irwited,
I will personally save the money reeded to pay for someone else's meal. So will
alot of other lifers,

I guess thats all for now. We're still on an indefinite lockdown, one that
will cost taxpayers millions of dollars, so hopefully Gov. Wolf is smart erough
to erd this overreaction so we can get back to work. We have alot of positive
projects that we are workirg on and Ill share them with you in the future. 1I
recently went through the 1 year arriversary of losing my mom, it was a hard
day. Take care, if my kid is readirng this, Krista, I love you more than vou can
possiiply imagine, Tharnk you for continuing to read what I write, I hope I don't
:iisapj;:oint. Go sperxd some time with your family, thats what matters in 1life.
I learned this year that family isn't just about blood either. I have frierds
whom I care very deeply for who family to me. Take care ard God Bless. Ciao.



