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MDOC requests assistance from other agencies on inmate
deaths

—

JACKSON — Mississippi Department of Corrections Commissioner Pelicia E. Hall
18 requesting the assistance of two outside agencies in investigating inmate deaths
this month.

“I'have been communicating with the FBI and the Mississippi Department of
Public Safety regarding our deaths,” Commissioner Hall said today. “While we
believe that most of the reported deaths during the month of August are from
illnesses or natural causes, such as cancer and heart disease, based on available
information, we are seeking assistance from others outside the department in the
interest of transparency. My administration is committed to ensuring that all
individuals in the department’s care receive appropriate medical care.”
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WE SAY BiSHOP JOHNMCCARTHY: 1930-2018

McCarthy leaves legacy of
justice, equality, inclusion

Fﬂfmuﬂiﬂw:f}nhn MoCa-
rthy embaodied the verse he
often guoted from the Book of

James: “By our works you will
know us.”

Austin, Cen-
tral Texas and
beyond surely
knew - and
henefited from

: ~ MeCarth
: many and

BishopJohn  lasting works
McCarthy

in decades of

service }u the
poor, immigrants, disenfran-
chised people and the Roman
Cathodic Churech.

McCarthy died at his Austin

home last Saturday. He was 88.
Funeral services will be Friday
at 2 p.m. at St. William Catholic
(durch in Round Rock.

We offer condolences 1o his
sister-ielaw, Charlene MoCar-
thy of Houston, and extended
Eamily. His boss is deeply felt
across Texas, where the egal-
izarian bishop was known for
influence that reached from
people in church pews to poll-
cymakers at the state C-apiﬁ:ll

As 3 young priest,
took part In protests to ad'l-'nnl:t-
civil rights for Afrlcan-Ameri-
Cills iml other
ﬁ mhmg:tun ME“:' &ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂ

I i £
19605, MoCarthy helpéd found
the Catholic
Human Development, whlu:h
has become the LS. bishops'
primary antk-poveriy inftiative.

McCarthy, as head of the
l!uh-.rps commitbee for Span-

Cathodics, took
uplht plight i:ul'ﬂml!n'nid
Farpmworkers in the
19605 movement led by civil
rights activist Cesar Chaves,

"He dedicated his life to
gocial jostiee,” said Austin low-
yer Jim Harrington, who for-
metly headed the Texas Civil
Rights Project and came to
know McCarthy during the
farmworker movement.

“Even after retirement, he
did what he could to make
the church more inclusive for
women and mofe open (o the
world.”

During his tenure as bishop
of the Catholic Diocese off Aus-
t'En from 1986 1o zm::ith:ntﬂ
thy stepped on toes -
thons that raised eyebrows -
and CoOnceErns — among con-
servative Catholics locally and
bigwigs at the Vatican.

McCarthy permitted city-

owned Brackenridge Hospi-
tal, run by Catholic-affiliated
Setan haspital, wo perdorm
tubal ligations, which conflicis
with church kv on birth con
trol and was eventually discon-
tinued at the behest of the Vat-
fcan.

He also ook heat on the
issie of priestly celibacy, writ-
ing }etters to the Vatican and to
his Fellow U.S. and Texas bish-

u them to confront
m h?smﬁv as a heoming crisis

and o consider a possible solu-

tion: optional celibacy.

in a 2003 interview with the
American-Statesman asbout his
boak, "0 the Cuff and Ower
the Collar: Commoaon Sense
Catholicism,™ McCarthy said:

*In the Catholic Church,
the priesthood is the orga-
nizing tool. He makes possi-
ble the sacraments and they
make Jesuz Christ present in
the material world. Since we
are dependent on the sacra-
ments, we are dependent on
the priesthood., So, to build
new, smaller comumunities, you
need more priests, And that
might mean married priests. It

mean woman priests.”

McCarthy spearheaded
another big push in Austin and
elsewhere: making the Catho-
ki faith more inclusive for Alvi-
can-Americans. He encouraged
African-American Catholics,
whi long were designated to
the margins of dicceses across
Texas, to inoorporste their cul-
rure in the church, be that in
music pecformed in the black
pospel rradition o homllies
preached in the call-and-re-
sponse stybe of Baptist preach-
ers.

In 1987, McCarthy estab-
lished the Office of Black Cath-
olics after traveling to e first
Matlonal Black Cathollc Con-

“That was our fmovement)
toward inclusion in the diocese
amd with other African-Ameri-
¢an Catholics across the coun-
try,” said Johnnie Dorsey,

headed the office until he
retired last year. “We had been
somewhat isolated. Bishop
MoCarthy said we needed
someone to minister and speak
for black Catholics, bocally,
statewide and nationally.”

Long before DNA became a
primary tool in determining
innocence, McCarthy pressed
the Legislature, as well as indi-
vidual Catholic lawmakers, to
make reforms in criminal jus-

hitps:/epaper.statesman.com/html5/reader/production/print_clippings...

death
At the time, Texas had no

life without parole sentence on
the books for capital murder,
which prosecutors used as jus-
tification for juries 1o sentence
conyicied criminsls io beghal
inpection. Life with parole, as
'Fems l:w sﬂ[.'n.llalfd left open

hﬂm wuld EL- pamh:d o the
strects,
McCarthy's position wasn't

ﬁ?ﬂ“ even among Catho-
Texans whose “pro-life” leg-

kslative agenda was focused
almost entirely on eliminating
abortion. But his fierce oppo-
sition to the death penalty
helped build political momen-
turn for passage of legislation
for life without parole, which
i credived with reducing death

alty sentences in Texas,
g:ncam criminals are locked
away for life.

McCarthy s record on social
justice looms large. His accom-
plishments on the religious
front alse are significant.

The Houston nathwe
was ordained in 1956 and
appointed the third bishop of
Austin when it was still con-
sidered a sleapy college town.
By the time McCarthy retired,
membership, enroltment in
Catholic education, annual
baptioms and converis more
than doubled, the dincese said.
He aiso oversaw the construc-
tion of 20 new parishes and 32
church bulldings.

Gregarious and well-read,
McCarthy had a wicked sense
of humor, experienced by
many visitors to his West Aus-
tin home, where a handmade,
wooden bookcase was prom-
Inently d In s Iy
g at::a.i#:wwm.\ld tell guests
who admived it o look more
closely: The bookcase was
really a coffin he was saving for
the right time. That time came
ke 8 good shepherd

Like a watch-
fng over ﬁ:gm'k, MeCarthy
used his pastoral staff w pro-
tect the poor, marginalized
and oppressed. And he used it
o build a 5 and more
vibrant Catholic church posi-
tioned for challenges now fac-
ing communities in the way
of immigration, voting rights,
human dignity and the welfare
of children.

Wi know — and celebrate -
Bishop John McCarthy by his

WO

tice, including abolishing the
penalty.
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Hi Charles —

Incarcerated people have had enough. Brutal treatment, deteriorating prison conditions, and
incredibly long sentences have led to widespread hopelessness among the incarcerated
population. That's why — right now — there's a Nationwide Prison Strike going on coast to
coast.

Get the full rundown of what this strike is all about and learn how we can all show our

solidarity — it means so much to the incarcerated people leading the charge.

The injustice of our criminal justice system is nothing new — you can trace it all the way back to
1865, when the 13th Amendment abolished slavery but carved out an exception for people
convicted of criminal offenses. Over 250 years later, strikers are calling for fair compensation
for their hard labor each day - it's one of 10 demands that include improving prison conditions,
properly funding rehabilitation, and addressing the racism that fuels mass incarceration.

Among all the strikers' demands, they're emphasizing the #Right2Vote. Currently, only Maine
and Vermont give all incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people their voting rights. People in
jail, prison, or on parole should have a voice in our democratic society. In fact, their voices
are key to resolving the countless failures of our criminal justice system.

It's about time we listen to the people who are directly impacted by our unjust policies.

Qur country is stronger when we can all raise our voices to demand a better future. And in the
historic Nationwide Prison Strike, we're seeing just that.

Thanks for listening,



Udi Ofer

Udi Ofer
Director of the ACLU Campaign for Smart Justice
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