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It's easy to stancg up for what we believe 1n when no cone else is
opposea, when evervone 1s showing us thelr supwcrt, but when our volce 1S5 1n
the minority, or worse, “wolitically incorrect," coula you still stanc up for
what's riaht? Knowlna that people woula publicly cesplse you Ior sweaklng outL?
Could you oo it when you dign't like the persocn or subject you're trving to
cefend? 1 fing myself 1n just a situation. 1 con't think that Juoge Kavanaugn
shoulu e aupolntec T Lie Lo Supreme Court, at least, not at this moment.
There's simply too much that's been withhela trom the public, too many
yuestions that neeg to be answereo before wWe can even consliger votlng on
whether or not to make him a Supreme Court Justice. This 1s one of the most
important Jjobs in thilis country, 1f not the worlo. His ceclsions woula
lirerally nave the power of life and veath over not just the person appearing
bercre him, but on anyone coming after in the same situation, regardless of
the court they're appearing. With a single stroke ol his pen, he can grant, or
deny, & plethora of rights to inoilviduals ana even entlre groups of people.
His ceclsions, even when 1n the mlnority, Set the tone for f[uture generatlons
to come, andg as 1f this wasn't sobering enough, he's a relatively youny man
for such a position, wnich isn't & baa thing, until you take 1intc account the
length of his term. Unlike the Presigent, he's not runnlng for reeelection in
4-years, or limited tec a total of 2 terms. Once apgolntea, he's appolntea for
LIFE. 1f we agree to apwoint him tooay, only to later ulscover the serliousness
of our error, we're stuck with him until ne gles or retires, whichever comes
first. Knowing this, shoulan't we be proceecing With a blL more cautlon ana
higing less from the American pecple? AL the same time, 1 think 1t's wrong to
even attempt LO usSe an unsubstantlatea 35-year olo rape allegation, especlally
when no formal commlalnt was ever fileag.

Let's assume, just for the sake of argument, Chat we actually live in a
country in which our citizens are constitutiocnally guaranteec the right tc be
presumed innocent until proven gullty. By necessity, tnis woula imply that the
burgen is on the person filing the charge ©o establlsh twWo things: that a
crime hao in fact been committes, and that the person they accusea was Lhe
person comuitting the crime. Unfortunately, that's not what hapgoens in this
country. At least, not when the allegation 15 sSexually based. ACCUSE SCmedlie
»f sexual harassment, or worse, rape, ana everyone lines up LO Crucliy you
before they've even hearu the first cetall, let alone anything Lhe delensce
might have to say. In Juoye Kavanaugh's situation, desplte the fact Lhat were
than 35-YEARRS have passed, no charges were ever flled, no pollce report was
preparea and no lnvestlyation was ever conoucteo, oificlally or uncfficially,
ana yet, here we are, as a nation, rushing LC concemn him for something tnat
we know awsclutely nothling about.



Slnce we're assumlng that we live 1n a country in which we're Supposed
Lo bLe presumec lnnocent until proven qullty, let's go aneac ang assume, Just
for & moment, that this woman's claims are 1U0% accurate. That, when he was in
high school Juoge Kavanaugh, wnille stumbling cown arunk, pusheg her oown onto
the beu ano attempteu to force ner to nave sex with him. For whatever ceason,
ne wlogn't succeed, anag for whatever reason, she [alles to report him To
anyone. lt's been more than 35-years since thls woula have taken place, andg
whnile this certainly cocesn't Justify what he cla, 1 can't help but take 1into
consigeratlon that more than 3-YEARS have passea! More 1mportantly, look at
what king of man Juocge Kavanaugh nas bDecomne. 1f he truly attemptea to rape
that woman 1n high school, while arunk or not, then he was wrong, LUt what
kind oL mesSsagye are we sending, not Just to our chileren, but Lo everyone in
Lhe woria, 1f we use thls as the basils f[or voting aualnst appolnting him to
the US Supreme Court? 1'll be the first to agree that we con't neeq, or want,
a Juoue, let alone a juage on the US Sugreme Court, running arcund ang raplng
people, but that's not what 1'm hearing here. 1li her accusaticns are to e
believed, then this 1s a man who, while increolbly intoxicateq, attemptec Lo
focce nimslf on her. Was he wrong: Without a oaoubt, but oo nls actlons, more
than 35-years ago aeflne hls cnaracter Lodayy By ALL accounis, ne's au
uwstanolny menber of the community, ano Nas ween, =0 11 sShe's COLLeCL L wisb
she's saylng, coesn't this 1mply that he's changego his ways, perhaps because
of this very i1nclaent?

You shoule tnink long ano haro before answerinu that, even 1f only to
yourself. I'm one of several MILLION convictea felons currently 1n the
Jjuuiclal system, ana an untoloc number of tens of millicns who successful.iy
completea their time 1n the system. What's the message that 7ou want to sena?
is 1t cne ©f hope, Lhat, 11 we Serve our sSentence ana change our ways, that we
LOC Can eventually become a proauctive member of soclety? Ur 1s 1t one that,
no matter how much you've chanuyea your ways, you'll ALWAYS be exclucea from
wral Scclely has Lo oller, especlally when 1L cones to things that really
matter?

I gon't Know 1t Juoge Kavanaugh 15 1nnocent or gullty, but 1 oo know
tnis. it's true that ocur past celines who we are touay, whether we're talking
about scumetnlng we've ocne or sSonetning Lhat was cone Lo us, but 1t's also
Crue Lhal Ccur pasSt acesn't have LO gellne wno we are 1n a negyatlve lignt. ecor
erample, Lhere's no glsgpute that rape 1s evil. 1t has an lmgyact on the victim
in Wways Chat often aren't seen Lor years, lasting Lor decaues, even a
lifetime, ang not just on the victlm, but on everyone, but Sowe women are able
LO use Che evil commltted ayainst them Lo transtorm thelr lives, uSing Lhat
pain as motilvation to help others in simllar situatlons, LO prevent what
nuggengu LC Lhem Lrom hagpenlng LO OLNErs anu 30 many other things. AS evlil as
rape 15, She was nevertheless able to use what happenea to her to effect
pOSltive change. lsn't 15 possible lor the pecpetrator to o the same thing?
To look back at his life, realize the harm ne caused ang degicate his lite to
dolny good?



hyain, 1'm not saying Juage Kavanaugh 1s guilty of innocent. l'm merely
pointing out the fact that, 1L he glo wo 1t, then he's manayea toO rehavllitate
himself in ways that no one 1n here coula even begln to contemplate. He, ana
everyone else, shoulc e Judyed on the man they are togay, and not Lhe person
they usea to be?

Wnat offenos me the most about thls whole sSiiuatlon 18 the fact that,
cesplte it belng more than 35-years, noc one's spoke up until now. This means
that, hao Jucge Kavanaugh truly attempted LO rape her, as she's claimeq, he
woula have been free to continue dolny S0, ana worse, LO use Lhe pOwer COL Nis
cftice to cover up hls crime spree. Yet, knowlng thils, SsShe still failea tc
come focwarg, anc now we'le belny askeu LO Lake ner uncorccborated Word and
uSe 1L as a reascn Lo vote agalnst him belny appointed as a Justice to the US
Supreme Court. However, 1n the end, there's a certaln sense ol "poetic
justice," seelng how, as a receral Court Appeals Juage, Juoge Ravanaugh gld
that EXACT same thing to many of the criminal cefencants who complalnec about
having been denleu & falr trial when Lhney Were accused of rape because, for
those whe aren't aware, 1n many states, there need not be ANY corrcboratlng
evicence whatscever to support the allegation mace by a rape victlm. 50 long
as the jury believes the allegea victlm's statement, nothilng else maltecs.

Personally, 1'm opposeu to Juoye Kavanaugh belny appolntec a Justlce Lo
tne US Supreme Court, but not tor this. 1 tnink that uslng CLhls &5 4 rfeason
senos the wrong message to those wno have workee hare to rehabllitate
themselves while in prison.

As always, 1 welcome any feeaback, goou or wac, elther by posting
glrectly above or by sencing them to me vie snall mall to Lhe acgress listec
pelow. In the meantime, Thanks [Or reading.
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