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Talk

Heather Ann |

Thompson
Thinks the

Justice System
Is Unfair

Interview by Ana Marie Cox

You just won a Pulitzer Prize for your
history of the 1971 Attica prison upris-
ing — and the cover-up of the atrocities
that happened when the state took the
prison back. How did you first become
interested in civil rights issues? 1 grew
up in Detroit in the '7os, and everything
was happening at once: The drug war was
in full swing, the city of Detroit had been
under black leadership for a decade, the
recession had taken an incredible toll. I
was growing up in the epicenter of Amer-

ica, a white girl in a mostly black eity try- |

ing to understand all of that politically.

I have to ask: Are you from Detroit
Detroit? Yes.

You point out not only that the war on
crime was a bipartisan effort — it started
with L.B.J. but grew under Nixon — but
also that it wasn't really in response
to a crime uptick, as many Americans
thought at the time. It was pure rhetoric.
It was a policy choice, not a crime imper-
ative. Attica helps us understand the emo-

tional fury of the punitive spirit that takes |

over the country in the '80s and 'gos. The
civil rights movement comes North, and
all of a sudden, Johnson starts to sound
like Buil Connor, right? It was legitimate
when it was the South, but now it’s just a
bunch of disorder carried out by thugs.

I got déja vu reading the book because |

some of the language sounded so famil-
1ar to what we hear today. That rhetoric
is so powerful. And the politics behind it
matter. It isn't just self-serving rhetoric:
It's about rhetoric that lulls voters into
feeling that they're doing something to
better the nation when in fact nothing
is being done to address the real social

Llatroit
Lieiro 2007 Pulitzer Prize in

Higkory.
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Age: Thompson is the Her Top 5 Uprisings
23 | author of "Blood in Of the 20th Century
Gecupation; the Wﬂt?r. The 1. Wounded Knee,
| " Author and historian | ftica Frison | 1773
: g TR Uprising of 1971 and - | 2. Attica, 1971
! Its Legacy.” She s 3. Datrait 1947
Hamatemiy the recipient ofthe | 4. Watts, 1965

5. Philadelphio, 1964

problem. What narrative do vou give

| people to make sense of what had hap-

pened in the world around them? I was so

| struck by how the Attica protesters were

trying to call attention to terrible prison
conditions, but the spin made it seem as
if they were the problem.

What kind of spin? When you tell the
nation that hippies are violent, the anti-
war protesters are violent, prisoners are
violent, civil rights is really about thug-
gery instead of genuine rights, then, all
of a sudden, you look at Kent State,
you look at the Chicago convention
of 68, you look at Attica and you
completely miss the fact that all the
violence was state violence,

How have people responded to the
book? I thought, if anything, the cover-up
would be what got attention. You know
what everybody focuses on? The con-
ditions. And yet things are much worse
today than they were in 1971. We have

- people serving decades in solitary confine-

ment. We have more life sentences than
we've ever had. We have more children in
solitary confinement. And the overerowd-
ing is worse than it was during Attica.

If there are some truths that you could
make clear to Americans about civil or
eriminal justice reform, what would
they be? There is very little relationship
between who is locked up and the con-
cept of justice. Americans don't under-
stand that people in prison are often
there because of where the policing was.
What's more: White people need to start
telling the truth about the way this jus-
tice system works. Because every white
person — particularly middle- and upper-
class white people — knows that they
are not as worried about their children
becoming trapped in the system unjustly.
Was there anything that surprised you
during your reporting? Sometimes |
hear from people who have served time
who say that prison was a place where
they could finally get help, and that has
been hard for me to process. [ realized

. that one reason that’s the case with a lot
of people is because it's an institution

and, for some people, they actually have
health care for the first time, or housing
for the first time. That's what's so pow-
erfully sad about this whole story: Itisn't
that we don't know how to help peaple,
but that we continue to do it through a
prison, as opposed to other institutions.
It could be so much better. ¢
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Frk Ouiom, shown with wife Harmiet in DMarch, 15 set to have hiz convietion overturned becanse of erroneons forensics testimony at his trial,

Prosecutors: D.C. man is innocent

Kirk Odom, convicted
of 1981 rape, served
20} years in prison

BY SPENCER 5. Hsu

Federal prosecutors agreed
Tuesday that @ Washington man
imprizoned for 20 years for rape
i5 innocent and they acknowl-
edred scientific errors in his case
afier DA evidence proved that
another man committed the
i o g =

Kirk L. Odom will become the
secaond  District man in bwo
months and the third in thres
years to have his conviction for
rape or murder overturned be-
cause of erroneons hair maiches
claimed in court by FBI forensic
I:'Z"'.[.JI.'!!':E.

Odom's case was featured in a
series of articles in April in
which The Washington Post re-
ported that Justice Department
ofiicials have known for years
that flawed forensic work might
have led to the convictions of
poentially innocent people,

Cidom, 49, served his sentence
and was released from prison in
2003, He was convicted of rap-
ing, sodomizing and robbing a
27-year-gld woman before dawn
i ker Capitol Hill apartment in
1561. However, court=ordered
DNA testing revealed in January
that ihe hair fragment in his case

corld not have come from Odom.

Further DNA testing of stains
on & pillowcase and robeindicat-
ed that only another man, not
Odom, could have committed the
crime.

“More than 20 yvears after Mr.
Odom’s conviction, DMNA testing
revienls that e suffered a terrible
injustice,” U.5. Attorney Romald
C, Machen Jr. wrote in a twos
page fling in D.C, Superior
Court.

“The United States expresses
its profourd regret for the harm
suffered by Mr. Odom, and re-
quests that this Court immedi-
abely vacate Mr Odom's convic-
tions and dismiss the indict-
ments against him with preju.
dice"” Machen wrote.

Cdiom, who was identified in
court as the attacker by the
victim, was thrilled at the news.

“Oh my goodness, the storm is
over, ves ves!” QOdom said from
the office of his attorney, Sandra
K. Levick, chief of special litiga-
tion for the Distriet Public Da.
fender Semics.

“There= no more dark clooads,
and the sun iz beginning to shine
very bright,” zaid Odom, who
lives in Southeast Washington
with his wife, Harriet, a medical
counselorn.

Asked if be would say any-
thing to police or prosecutors, or
to the victim, Odom responded,
"Theres nothing much to say
except, ‘God bless you'™

The Post generally does not

B
“The sun is beginning to shine
viery bright,” Kirk Odom said.

nam:e victims of sexual assaults
without their permission.

The man whose DMA matched
the stains is & convicted sex
cffender. He will not be charged,
because the statute of limitations
has expired on the crime, Ma-
chen sakd.

In a2 written statement, Ma-
chen endorsed eliminating the
statute of limitations on sex
crimes.

“Though we can pever give
him back the vears that he Jost,
we ¢an give Mr. Odom back his
unfairly tarnished reputatiop”
Machen wrote, “Three decades
ago, law enforcement got it
wrong: Mr. Odom did not com-
mit thiz crime. . .. It iz never too
late to secure justice — even if
that means correcling a grave
injustice from decades earlier”

Odom would become the
293rd person cleared by post-
conviction DNA testing in the
United States, after the judge
rules on what is now a joint

maotion between the prosecution
and defense.

Odom would be released from
lifelong parole and no longer
would have to register as a sex
offender. He also would be al-
lowed to seek financial compen-
sation for damages sustained
during his 20-vear incarceration.
Prosecutors zlso said they would
agree to seal his arrest and
conviction record.

In May, a Superior Court judge
dizmissed the murder conviction
against Samtas A, Tribhle, 51,
after DNA tests disproved testi-
mony at his trial from an FBI
hair expert linking him to the
1978 Ekilling of a District taxi
driver. In December 2009, Don-
ald E. Gates was exoperated of a
15981 rape and murder in Rock
Creek Park — again after DNA
tests ruled out a bair match
claimed by the FEI.

“We salute Mr. Odom for hav-
ing the courage and fortitude to
withstand more than 31 vears
convicted of terrible crimes for
which he was abszolutely inno-
cent,” Levick said. "We salute the
United States Attorney’s Office
for joining us today to remedy
this tragic injustice. And we
salute the Department of Justice
and the FBI for agreeing to a
review of all cases involving hair
evidence of the kind used to
comvict Mr. Odom, Mr. Tribble
and Mr. Gates”

Rsusgwashpas!. com
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Hlawed
forensics

spur case
Ireviews

The Washington Post.

Justice Dept., FBI
to reexamine thousands
of criminal convictions
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2012
BY SPENCER S. HsUu

The Justice Department and

FBI have launched a review of
thousands of criminal cases to
determine whether any defen-
dants were wrongly convicted or
deserve a new trial because of
flawed forensic evidence, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The undertaking is the largest
post-conviction review ever done
by the FEL It will include cases
conducted by all FBI Laboratory
hair and fiber examiners since at
least 1985 and may reach earlier
if records are available, people
familiar with the process said.
Such FBI examinations have tak-
en place in federal and local cases
across the country, often in vio-
lent crimes, such as rape, murder
and robbery.

The review comes after The
Washington Post reported in
April that Justice Department
officials had known for years that
flawed forensic work might have
led to the convictions of poten-
tially innocent people but had
not performed a thorough review
of the cases. In addition, prosecu-
tors failed to notify defendants or
their attorneys even in many
cases they knew were troubled.

On Tuesday, the Justice De-
partment announced that it
would conduct the more expan-
sive review.

“The Department and the FBI
are in the process of identifying
historical cases for review where
a microscopic hair examination
conducted by the FBI was among
the evidence in a case that result-
ed in a conviction,” spokeswoms-
an Nanda Chitre said in a state-
ment. “We have dedicated con-
siderable time and resources to
addressing these issues, with the
goal of reaching final determina-
tions in the coming months.”

Post-conviction
review is larges|
ever done by FB

FBEI spokeswoman Ann Todd %, .2 = R A 05
3 inp | 2,300 bullet-lead cases only affer
deferred comment to the Justice “60 Minutes” and The Post re-

Department. .
T He kit rt. The Post ported the problem in 2007,
il o Michael R. Bromwich, a for-

identified two District men con- -
nt official

b

he

victed largely on the testimony of TET Justice Departme
FBI hair analysts who wrongly '
placed them at crime scenes.
Santae A. Tribble, now 51, was
convicted of killing a taxi driver
in 1978, and Kirk L. Odom, now E
49, was convicted of a sexual *§8
assault in 1981. Since The Fost Hi
report, Tribble's conviction was
vacated, and on Tuesday, pros-
ecutors moved to overturn -
Odom's conviction and declare ! S2ntae A. Tribble's murder
him innocent. Their cases had ©°nviction was vacated this year.
b s ?;Ecﬁrﬂ'ﬁég e EWEd ) o investigated the FBI Labors
Chitre said the new review [OTY in the mid-1990s as inspec-
would include help from the:!0F &eneral and, more recently.
Innocence Project, a New York- the city of Houston's crime lab,

e

ALEMANDRA GARCI THE WASHING TN MOt

Bes

I

will be on a smaller number of
hair examinations that resulted
in positive findings and a convic-
tion,

It also is unclear whether the
review will focus only on exag-
gerated. testimony by FBI exam-
iners or also on scientifically
unfounded statements made by
others trained by the FBI, or
made by prosecutors. Also un-
clear is at what point government
officials will notify defense attor-
neys or the Innocence Project.

In past reviews, the depart-
ment kept results secret and gave
findings only to prosecutors, who
then determined whether to turn

them over to the defense.

"4 people cited for

i protest in Capitol

Madison=— Police cited
four people Thursday for
heolding signs in the state
Capitol without having per-
mits. '

#  The citations were the

!

latest example of the Capitol
Police cracking down on
protesters: All four were
cited for unlawfully dis-
playing signs and one of the
four was also cited for/resist-
ing an officer, according to

based advocacy group for people . S2id the review is important as ; :
seeking ext}neﬂ:;uﬁ *c]'f}rﬂ:hur:g.:lztE'ﬂlE nation's crime labs come Capitol Police. - I
; : i . E
DNA tEEtlng [1 H.]S-EJ wﬂld in- 1II1IE1E.'1' SBFII“.H_‘IF. I ,&: E:IE 1E - $ %
clude the National Association ofr _1DeS€ recent developmients PEs FESES EQ
Criminal Def remind us of the profound qnﬁ;-f 2Ry SaEs=d o
riminal Defense Lawyers. ; s - . e nlgﬁ,,.;ﬂn n =
Steven D. Benjamin, a Rich.  Bons about the validity of many ‘g 2 Eg AP EE TP
mond lawyer who is incoming - [OTensic techniques that have S ﬁE o2 dEm §9
president of the association, D€€D used over the course of & '3 5 E.<3d 2 3 E% T
called the review “an important r ANY decades a.m:l_ underscore o= E & ﬁﬁ.E 8 ol E
collaboration” and a departure the need for continuing attention I-E S8y R =
from one-sided government re- A% EVEIY level to ensuring the - W EE"EE EEEE-EE
views that left defendants in the ] S¢i€ntific validity and accuracy of y2g 75, & B o EE = @
diack. the forensic science that is used ' £ g-__: nEEZ2PRES
“Mistakes were made. What is €VeTY day in our criminal justice = .5 » £ [ 2 r-_jff o HE
important now is our working system,” Bromwich E"‘?'m' ) = B _.'5_. % 5 = =t gi‘. = §
together to correct those mis- . L0¢Fostreportedin Aprilthat © 25 3 3 5 =g = o8
tzkes” Benjamin said, adding:Dir and fiber analysis was sub- -3 85, ZS=EZ S
that his organization would “ful- JECHVe and lacked grounding in " o 5 ¢S 2 'E'E' %% a2
ly assist in finding and notifying solid research and that the FBI & £ 2 EZw 5 8 0 2
all those who may have heenlhh lacked protocols to ensur&tg_. o ’53 §= §* i ="
that agent testimony was scien- - &0 282 &

affected.” :
The:veviow dlba comes:as ti &[‘-I:ﬂ"'u:allzrr accurate. But bureau

National Academy of Sciences js TADagers kept their reviews lim-
urging the White House and [ted t0 one agent, even as they
Congress to remove crime labs £ 6ar0ed that many examiners
from police and prosecutors’ con- matches” were often wrong and
trol, or at least to strengthen the , that DUMErous examiners over-
science and standards underpin- S-ated the significance of match-

ning the nation’s forensic science = U518 hc_rgus AELEFHER OE SRg:
system. ' gerated claims.

. Details of how the new FEI
The last time the FBI aban- review will be conducted remain
unclear. The exact number of
cases that will be reviewed is
unknown. The FBI is starting
with all reports made by hair and
fiber examiners, which is expect-
ed to far exceed 10,000 case
reports. From those, the focus

doned a forensic practice was in
2005, when it ended efforts to
trace bullets to a specific manu-
facturer’s batch through analyz-
ing their chemical composition
after its methodology was scien-

tifically debunked. The bureau -
released files in an estimated
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Kavanaugh's accuser says she would l
testify under right terms

WASHINGTON (AP) — Christine Blasey
Ford may testify against Supreme Court
nominee Brett Kavanaugh after all, her
attorney said, breathing new life into the
prospect of a dramatic Senate showdown next
week over Ford's accusation that he assaulted
her when they were in high school.

The preference would be for Ford to testify
next Thursday, and she doesn’t want
Kavanaugh in the same room, her attorney
told Judiciary Committee staff in a 30-minute
call that also touched on security COncerns
and others issues, according to a Senate aide
who wasn't authorized to discuss the matter
and spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Ford is willing to tell her story to the
Judiciary Committee, whose senators will
vote on Kavanaugh'’s confirmation — bat
only if agreement can be reached on “terms
that are fair and which ensure her safety,” the
attorney said in an email earlier Thursday. In
the call, she said Ford needs time to secure
her family, prepare her testimony and travel
to Washington. No decisions were reached,
the aide said.

The discussion revived the possibility that the
panel would hold an electn fving campaign
season hearing at which both Ford and
President Donald Trump's Supreme Court
nominee could give their versions of what did
or didn't happen at a party in the 1980s.
Kavanaugh, now a judge on the powerful
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of

“She wishes to testify, provided that we can
agree on terms that are fair and which ensure
her safety,” Katz wrote in the email, which
was obtained by The Associated Press after
first being reported by The New York Times.
In the call later Thursday, Katz asked the
committee to subpoena Mark Judge, whom
Ford has named as the other teen in the room
at the time. Judge has told the committee he
does not recall the incident and does not want
to speak publicly.

Should Ford testify, especially in public, it
would pit the words of two distinguished
professionals against each other as television
close-ups capture every emaotion. Assessing
them would be not just the committee’s 21
senators —only four of whom are women, all
Democrats — but also millions of viewing
YOLETS.

Underscoring the sensitivity of all-male GOP
senators grilling a woman who's alleged
abuse, Republicans are considering reaching
out to female attorneys who might question
Ford, according to a person familiar with the
situation but who wasn't authorized to
discuss it publicly and spoke on condition of
ANONYmity.

If Ford opts not to participate, Republicans
could well dispense with the hearing to aveid
giving Democrats a forum for peppening
Kavanaugh with embarrassing questions.
They would argue that they'd offered Ford
several options for describing her accusation,
but that she'd snubbed them.

Kavanaugh, who's been eager {0 testify. said

As the week has proceeded, Republicans
have seemed to regain momentum toward
approving Kavanaugh though his prospects
have remained uncertain.

Even moderate Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine,
said it would be “unfair” to Kavanaugh if
Ford decides to not appear, and others were
urging leaders to proceed quickly to a voie.
Still, the bare 51-49 Republican majority
means they can lose just one vote and still
approve him if all Democrats vote no. Vice
President Mike Pence would break a tie.
Democrats have tried using the issue to
demonstrate that Republicans treat women
unfairly, their eves on upcoming elections in
which suburban, anti-Trump female voters
could be pivotal in many races. Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand, D-M.Y., a possible 2020
presidential candidate, said Republicans were
“bullving”™ Ford by giving her a Monday
deadline to testify.

Ford went public with her accusation over the
weekend in a Washington Post interview and
said Monday through her lawyer that she was
ready to testify, But Tuesday, she began
insisting on an FBI investigation of her
allegations and said other witnesses should
also participate in a hearing. Those
conditions had cast strong doubts on her
willingness to appear, and it became unclear
whether Republicans would even hold the
hearing.

The email said Ford's “strong preference”
remains that the committee allow a thorough
investigation of her claim before she appears.

~d Columbia Circuit, has repeatedly denied her he was ready to appear Monday. But that wording fell short of a nonnegotiable

confirmation, which until Ford's emergence
last week had seemed all but certain. It has
also bloomed into a broader clash over
whether women alleging abuse are taken
seriously by men and how both pelitical
parties address such claims with the advent of
the #MeToo movement — a theme that could
echo in this November's elections for control
of Congress,

Judiciary Chairman Chuck Grassley, R-lowa,
has scheduled a hearing for Monday
moming, and he and Senate Majority Leader
Miteh McConnell, R-Ky., have indicated it
would be Ford's only chance to make her
case, Republicans are anxious to move ahead
to a vote by the committee, where they hold
an 11-10 majority, and then by the full
Senate, which they control, 51-49.

Taylor Foy, spokesman for Republicans on
the panel, said after the call that Grassley
“will consult with his colleagues on the
committee, He remains committed to
providing a fair forum for both Dr. Ford and
Judge Kavanaugh.”

Attorney Debra Katz said anew that Ford, 31,
a psychology professor in California, has
received death threats and for safety reasons
has relocated her family.

Kavanaugh was spotted at the White House
on Thursday.

Trump, who has been careful in recent days
not to criticize Ford as he defends his
nominee, told Fox News host Secan Hannity
Thursday that he feels the nomination has
been delayed long enough.

“ think it's a very sad situation,” he said,
asking, "Why didn"t somebody call the FBI
36 vears ago?... What's going on?”

He said Kavanaugh’s accuser should “have
her say and let’s see how it all works out, but
1 don’t think vou can delay it any longer.
They've delayved it a week already.”

At a Las Vegas rally not long after, Trump
praised Kavanaugh as “one of the finest
human beings vou will ever have the
privilege of knowing or meeting” and called
his reputation “impeccable,”

Ford has contended that at a house party in
Washington's Maryland suburbs, a drunken
Kavanaugh tried undressing her and stifling
her cries on a bed before she fled.

Grassley has said that in the interest of
making Ford comfortable, he'd be willing to
let Ford testifv in public or private. He even
offered to send committee aides to her
California home to take testimony.

v allegation. “1 will be there,” he wrote Grassley in a demand.
=3 The accusation has jarred the 53-year-old letter, “1 continue to want a hearing as soon Republicans have resisted all Demoeratic
conservative jurist’s prospects for winning as possible, so that I can clear my name." efforts to slow and perhaps block

Kavanaugh’s confirmation. A substantial
delay could push confirmation past the
November elections, when Democrats have a
shot at winning Senate control, plus allow
more time for unforeseen problems to crop

up.
For Kavanaugh, path forward could be
like Clarence Thomas®

WASHINGTON (AP) — When Clarence
Thomas arrived at the Supreme Court in 1991
after a bruising confirmation hearing in
which his former employee Anita Hill
accused him of sexual harassment, fellow
justice Byron White said something that
stuck with him.

“It doesn’t matter how you got here. All that
matters now is what you do here,” Thomas
recounted in his 2007 memoir, “My
Grandfather's Son.”

That view could be tested again if lawmakers
confirm Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh, who's facing allegations by
California college professor Christine Blasey
Ford that he sexually assaulted her when they
were in high school. Kavanaugh, who like
Thomas has denied the allegation against
him, is scheduled to appear before lawmakers
at a hearing Monday, with the outcome of his
nomination uncertam.



If Kavanaugh does become a justice, court
watchers will be looking to see whether his
smooth-tumed-tumultuous confirmation
affects him on the bench and whether having
two justices who faced allegations about their
treatment of women alters the public's
perception of the court, particularly on future
rulings about abortion and gender
discrimination.

Thomas® high-profile public showdown with
Hill came to define his confirmation process,
which he has called a “nightmare™ and which
Hill has called a “bane which | have worked
hard to transform into a blessing.” Those who
have studied or know Thomas say his
confirmation didn’t change the kind of justice
he has become. He is now 70 and the most
conservative member of the court. But some
observers suggest that — rightly or wrongly
— it affected his public and private reception,
particularly in his early vears as a justice.
Ralph A. Rossum, professor of government at
Claremont Mckenna College and the author
of a 2013 book about Thomas® legal
philosophy, said Thomas® “long and
withering” confirmation didn"t make him any
less willing to write unpopular opinions or
interpret the Constitution as he sees it,

“What it didn’t do is influence him on the
bench,” said Rossum, who pointed to a
dissent Thomas wrote shortly after joining
the court, a case where only he and Justice
Antonin Scalia would have ruled against an
inmate beaten in prison,

But Rossum said Thomas' confirmation
experience did seemingly make him “more
gun-shy to be in public.”

“I think he was always a private man, and it
made him even more of a private man,”
Rossum said,

Law schools, generally only too happy to
have justices speak at their events, also
seemed to shun Thomas initially, Rossum
said. It took a year and a half after he joined
the court for him to give his first public
speach.

Since then, he has sometimes drawn protests
when he makes appearances, but those are
largely prompted by his conservative judicial
philosophy. Hill's allegations do resurface
periodically, such as in 2010, when Thomas’
wife put them back in the news by leaving a
telephone message for Hill suggesting she
consider apologizing. Or, in the last year, as
stories about the #MeToo movement have
referenced Thomas.

Former Missouri Sen. John Danforth, a
longtime friend of Thomas' who guided his
confirmation, wrote in a 1994 book about the
confirmation process that Thomas “has
thought of the charge of sexual harassment as
“a stain that won't come off.™

But Thomas wasn't changed by “the ordeal™
he went through, Danforth said in a telephone
interview.

“He’s just the same, and he’s really a happy
person, too,” he said.

Danforth said Thomas “rose from the dead”
after being confirmed.

Al a swearing-in ceremony at the White
House ahead of joining the court, Thomas
talked about moving on.

“Today, now, it is a time to move forward, a
time to look for what is good in others, what
15 good in our country,” he said.

But not evervone believes that Thomas was
able to move on so quickly. The hearings
made him a recognizable face where before,
as a judge, he enjoyed walking anonymously
to lunch with his clerks, legal analyst Jeffrey
Toobin wrote in his book “The Nine.”

After his confirmation, Thomas stopped
driving his black Corvette to work because
the car was too recognizable, Toobin has
written, And for vears, Thomas purportedly
kept in his desk a list of the roll-call vote on
his confirmation. As for Thomas’ colleagues,
they were cordial but not overly welcoming,
Toobin wrote.

Thomas, for his part, has denied that his
reception was anything less than friendly,
writing that all his colleagues treated him
with the “utmost kindness and
consideration.”

But the confirmation process tainted how he
felt about becoming a justice at the time.
Thomas declined an invitation from the
White House to watch as senators voted o
his confirmation, and he was taking a hot
bath when his wife told him he'd been
confirmed 52-48.

His response, according to his memeoir:
“Whoop-dee damn-doo.”
Ex-Trump lawyer Cohen boasts of aiding
Mueller investigation

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald
Trump's former personal lawyer says he is
providing “critical information™ as part of
special counsel Robert Mueller's
investigation into Russian interference in the
2016 U.S. election and possible coordination
between Russia and the Trump campaign.
Michael Cohen, who pleaded guilty to
campaign finance and other charges last
month, said Thursday he is providing the
information to prosecutors without a
cooperation agreement.

Trump’s longtime fixer-tumed-foe could be a
vital witness for prosecutors as they
investigate whether Trump’s campaign
coordmated with Russians, For more than a
decade, Cohen was Trump's personal lawyer,
and he was a key power player in the Trump
Organization and a fixture in Trump's
political life.

Cohen pleaded guilty in August to eight
federal charges and said Trump directed him
1o arrange payments before the 2016 election
to buy the silence of porn actress Stormy
Daniels and a former Playboy model who had
both alleged they had affairs with Trump, It
was the first time any Trump associate
implicated Trump himself in a crime, though
whether — or when — a president can be
prosecuted remains a matter of legal dispute.
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On Thursday night, Cohen tweeted: “Good
for {@MichaelCohen212 for providing critical
information to the #MuellerInvestigation
without a cooperation agreement. No one
should question his integrity, veracity or
loyalty to his family and country over
@POTUS (@realDonald Trump.”

The tweet was deleted almost immediately
and was later reposted by his attorney, Lanny
Davis, who said he wrote the tweet for Cohen
and asked him to tweet it because he has a
“much larger following.” Davis said he was
delayed posting the tweet on his own
account, 50 Cohen tweeted it first.

ABC News reported earlier Thursday that
Cohen has met several times — for several
hours — with investigators from the special
counsel’s office.

The television network, citing sources
familiar with the matter, said he was
questioned about Trump's dealings with
Russia, including whether members of the
Trump campaign worked with Russians to try
to influence the outcome of the election.
Dravis had asserted last month that his client
could tell the special counsel that Trump had
prior knowledge of a June 2016 meeting at
Trump Tower with a Russian lawyer,
Trump’s son-in-law and Trump’s eldest son,
who had been told in emails that it was part
of a Russian government effort to help his
father’s campaign. But Davis later walked
back the assertions, saying he could not
independently confirm the claims that Cohen
witnessed Trump's eldest son, Donald Trump
Ir, telling his father about the Trump Tower
meeting beforehand.

In the fast two weeks, the special counsel
secured the cooperation of Trump's former
campaign chairman, Paul Manafort; signaled
that he has obtained all the information he
needs from former national security adviser
Michael Flynn — who was also a
government cooperator; and dispensed with
the case of the campaign aide who triggered
the Russia probe.

The president has continued a very public
battle against the Mueller investigation,
repeatedly calling it a politically motivated
and “rigged witch hunt.” He has said he is
going to declassify secret documents in the
Russia investigation, an extraordinary move
that he says will show that the investigation
was tainted from the start by bias in the
Justice Department and FBI.

UK hits back after EU trashes May's
Brexit plan

LONDON {AP) — The British government
on Friday accused the European Union of
slamming the handbrake on Brexit
negotiations, after the bloc said Prime
Minister Theresa May's blueprint was
unworkable.

European Council President Donald Tusk
said bluntly at a meeting in Salzburg, Austria
on Thursday that parts of May's plan simply
“will not work,” while French President
Emmanuel Macron called pro-Brexit UK.



politicians “liars” who had misled the country
about the costs of leaving the 28-nation bloc.
A rattled May insisted that her plan was the
only one on the table — and that Britain was
prepared to walk away from the EU without a
deal if it was rejected.

The rebuff sparked British headlines saying
May had been “humiliated,” and a strong
response from the UK. government.

Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab accused the
EU of rejecting Britain’s proposals without
offering “credible alternatives™ and said the
bloe had “yanked up the handbrake™ on
negotiations.

“For the negotiations to go forward they’re
going to have to take their hand off the
handbrake,” he said.

May's Downing St. office said the pnme
minister would make a televised statement on
the Brexit talks on Friday afternoon. There
was no indication of what she planned to say.
The rocky summit dashed British hopes ofa
breakthrough in stalled divorce talks, with
just six months to go until Britain leaves the
bloc on March 29.

The judgment of British newspapers was
brutal. The broadly pro-EU Guardian said
May had been “humiliated.” The
conservative Times of London said:
“Humiliation for May as EU rejects Brexit
plan.”

The Brexit-supporting tabloid Sun branded
bloc leaders “EU dirty rats.” accusing “Euro
mobsters” Tusk and Macron of “ambushing”
May.

Despite all the heated British rhetoric, the
EL’s position is not new. May's “Chequers
plan” — named for the prime minister’s
country retreat where it was hammered out in
July — aims to keep the UK. in the EU
single market for goods, but not services, in
order to ensure free trade with the bloc and
an open border between the U.K's Northern
Ireland and EU member Ir¢land.

EU officials have been cool on the plan from
the start, saying Britain can't “cherry-pick”
elements of membership in the bloe without
accepting all the costs and responsibilities,
et British politicians and diplomats were
taken aback by Tusk's blunt dismissal of the
Chequers plan on Thursday — and by his
light-hearted Instagram post showing Tusk
and May looking at a dessert tray and the
words: “A piece of cake, perhaps? Sorry, no
cherries.”

Anti-Brexit campaigner Gina Miller said
Britizh officials shouldn’t have been
surprised.

Miller said the EU had “made it very clear
where they stand and the U.K. has been so
focused on its own infighting that they
actually have not been listening.”

“How can (May) have been so badly
advised? Tt stinks of incompetence, the whole
thing, when the moment of reality is only
four weeks away,” Miller told the BBC.

Tusk said Thursday that an EU summit on
Oct. 18 and 19 would be the moment of truth,

when an agreement on divorce terms and the
outlines of future trade would be sealed, or
would fail.

The biggest single obstacle to a deal is the
need to maintain an open Irish border. Failing
1o do so could disrupt the lives of people and
business on both sides, and undermine
Northern Ireland’s hard-won peace.

Britain and the EU have agreed on the need
for a legally binding backstop to guarantee
there is no return to customs posts and other
horder checks. But Britain rejects the EU's
proposed solution, which would keep
Morthern Ireland inside the bloc’s customs
union while the rest of the UK. leaves.

May said that would “divide the United
Kingdom into two customs territories.” She
said Britain “will be bringing forward our
own proposals shortly” about how 10 break
the impasse.

Dealing with the EU is only part of May’s
problem. Her Cheguers plan also faces
opposition from pro-Brexit members of her
own Conservative Party, including former
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, who say it
would keep Britain tethered to the bloc,
unable to strike new trade deals around the
world.

The Salzburg summit has given them new
energy, When the Conservatives meet for
their annual conference on Sept. 30, they plan
to push for May to ditch the Chequers plan,
or face a challenge to her leadership.

Pro-EU politicians don’t like the Chequers
plan either, saying it will cut the U.K."s vast
services sector out of the single market.
Conservative lawmaker Stephen Crabb said
that May — assailed from all sides — should
keep her nerve.

“The first rule is, don’t panic,” he told the
BEC. “One of the outcomes the EU leaders
wanted from vesterday was for Britain to go
away, push the panic button and re-think. but
the prime minister needs to stick to her

guns.”

" ‘He's been there’; Trump stumps for !
vulnerable Sen. Heller
LAS VEGAS (AP) — His own political

fortunes intrinsically linked to his party
holding control of Congress, President
Donald Trump on Thursday offered full-
throated support for the most vulnerable
incumbent Republican senator, while
unleashing a torrent of grievances against
Democrats and the news media and claiming
they are sabotaging his administration.
Trump, appearing at a boisterous rally in Las
Vegas, defended his embattled Supreme
Court justice nominee, touted the booming
stock market, cited progress in talks with
North Korea and pledged to build his long-
promised border wall, while also making the
pitch for Nevada to re-elect Sen. Dean Heller.
The president noted that he and Heller —
who once said he “vehemently” opposed
Trump — did not always get along.

“We started out, we weren't friends. 1 didn’t
like him, he didn’t like rpe!™ said Trump to

O-H

laughs. “But as we fought and fought and
fought, believe it or not we started to respect
¢ach other, than we started to like each other,
then we started 1o love each other.

“Ever since | won the election, he's been
there for us,” said Trump, who urged Heller’s
re-clection because the Republican majority
in the Senate is so slim, 51-49, that the GOP
would lose its advantage if “someone had a
cold.” The president also bestowed one of his
signature nicknames on Heller's epponent,
Democratic Rep. Jacky Rosen, dubbing her
“Wacky Jacky.”

Heller returned the praise: “Mr. President, 1
think you just tumed Nevada red today,” he
said. Trump narowly lost Nevada to Hillary
Clinton in 2016 despite his deep ties to Las
Vegas — he has a golden-hued hotel just off
the famed Strip — and repeatedly
campaigning in the state.

Trump in particular focused his pitch for
Heller on the need to confirm more
conservative judges, in particular his
Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh,
whose seat on the bench had been thrown
into question by allegations that he sexually
assaulted a young woman while in high
school more than 30 years ago.

Kavanangh has denied the allegations,
While negotiations continued over whether
his accuser, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, would
testify next week, Trump, who has taken
pains not to ¢riticize Ford in recent days,
appeared to break from that strategy in a pre-
rally interview with Fox News host Sean
Hannity on the convention center floor.

“] think it's a very sad situation,” said Trump,
asking: “Why didn’t somebody call the FBI
36 years ago? ... What's going on?” While he
eaid Ford should “have her say,” he made
clear he was done waiting: “I don’t think you
can delay it any longer, They've delayed it a
week already.”

Trump remained on message at the rally. He
did not utter a eritical word about Ford, but
defended Kavanaugh, saying he was "a great
intellect” and “a great gentleman with an
impeccable reputation.”

“We have to let it play out but I have to 21T
you, he is a fine, fine person,” Trump said of
the Senate confirmation process. “1 think
everything is going to be just fine.”

There was one local topic Trump avoided.
The Las Vegas rally was held three miles
from the Mandalay Bay hotel where a
gunman opened fire just over a year ago,
killing 58 people and leaving 851 injured.
Trump made no mention of the shooting,
though he assured Heller would vote in favor
of the Second Amendment.

The rest of the rally was red meat for the
crowd, which repeatedly roared its approval
for the president but did not quite fill the
room at the Las Vegas Convention Center.
As usual, Trump went after the media and
many who attended the rally followed his
lead. One man stood behind the president’s
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traveling press corps, repeatedly yelling the
word “traitors” at the journalists.

Al one point reading from a list of his
administration’s accomplishments, Trump
spent much of the rally focused on what
advisers believe is his — and his party's —
best issue, the strong economy. He tock
credit for the stock market's gains and the
nation’s low unemployment rate and bragged
about boosting the military, while accusing
Democrats of doing their best to foster
division and stall the growth.

“They are lousy politicians and their policies
are terrible,” said Trump, in only his second
rally as president in a state he lost two vears
ago, “but they are good at sticking together
and resisting, that's what they do. You see
the signs ‘Resist, Resist.*"

With the chances of Republicans keeping
control of the House of Representatives
looking increasingly dismal, the White House
has fixated on keeping the Senate as a
bulwark against any Democratic effort to
impeach and then remove Trump from office.
Though the Senate midterm map favors
Republicans, a few states, including
Tennessee and perhaps Texas, could slip
away from the GOP.

But no Republican-held seat is considered
more endangered than the one in Nevada,
The only Republican running for re-election
in a state Hillary Clinton carried in 201 6,
Heller has been locked in a tight race in an
increasingly blue-leaning state,

Though he fervently tried to wrap his arms
around the president Thursday, Heller's
relationship with Trump has been
tumultuous, Weeks before the 2016 election,
Heller infamously said that he was “100
percent against Clinton, 99 percent against
Trump,” a remark the president has not
forgotten.

Heller drew the president’s ire a Year ago
when he held up Republican efforts to repeal
former President Barack Obama’s signature
health care law, But Trump saved Heller
from a costly and damaging primary battle
earlier this year by persuading a very
conservative primary challenger, Danny
Tarkanian, to drop out of the Senate race and
instead seek a House seat.

Heller is now in a close race with Rosen, a
first-term congresswoman who stands to
benefit from a wave of Democratic and
female activism fueled by opposition to
Trump. And the senator, at times, has
struggled to strike a balancing act of praising
the president, who remains popular among
Republicans, while distancing himself from
Trump’s scandals and provocative positions,
“Eighty percent of what this president has
done has been very, very good, very
positive,” Heller told reporters last week.
“The other 20 percent ... he has a reality
show. | getit. It's a reality show.”

China ‘outraged’ by US sanctions over
Russian weapons buy

BEUING (AP) — China said Friday it was
“outraged” over U.S. economic sanctions
against a Chinese military agency and its
director over the purchase of Russian fighter
Jets and surface-to-air missile equipment, and
demanded the U.S. cancel the measure,
Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang
said Beijing has lodged stern complaints with
Washington over the action, which triggers a
ban on entering the U.S., forbids conducting
transactions with the U.S, financial system
and forces the blocking of all property and
interests in property within U.S. jurisdiction.
“China is strongly outraged by this
unreasonable action by the U.8." Geng told
reporters at a daily news briefing, “We
strongly urge the U.5. o immediately correct
its mistakes and revoke the so-called
sanctions, Otherwise, it must take all the
consequences,” Geng said, without giving
details.

China’s purchase of the weapons from
Rosoboronexport, Russia’s main arms
exporter, violated a 2017 law, the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act, intended to punish the government of
President Viadimir Putin for interfering in
LS. elections and other activities.

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Heather
Nauert said in a statement that China's
Equipment Development Department and
director Li Shangfu made a “significant
transaction” involving the purchase of Su-35
combat aircraft in 2017 and S-400 surface-to-
air missile system-related equipment in 2018,
The sanctions were enacted “to further
impose costs on the Russian government in
response 1o its malign activities,” Nauert said
in the statement, The U.S. will continue to
“urge all countries to curtail relationships
with Russia’s defense and intelligence
sectors, both of which are linked to malign
activities worldwide,” she added.

Early voting begins as midterms season
enters final phase

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Much of the
pelitical world is consumed with a battle gver
a Supreme Court nominee, an expanding
international trade war and President Donald
Trump's social media posts. Yet here in
Minnesota, the first votes of the 2018
midierm elections are being cast.

Voting machines are set up inside city
buildings. A series of get-out-the-vote rallies
is scheduled. And each party is spending
millions of dollars 1o push its supporters to
the polls.

While Election Day 2018 is technically Nov,
6, Minnesota law allows in-person voting to
begin Friday — a full 46 days early —
making it the first battleground state to begin
casting actual votes in the broader fight for
control of Congress.

Voters in every comer of the nation will soon
follow.

South Dakota also opens early voting on
Friday, and four more states follow in the
next six days, including key states including
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New Jersey and Missouri. California,
Montana and Arizona are among seven others
that allow early voting in the subsequent two
weeks.

It may feel early, but make no mistake: The
final phase of the 2018 midterm season has
begun.

“It’s like Election Day every day,” said Jake
Schneider, spokesman for Minnesota
Republican Senate candidate Karin Housley.
"It really changes the dynamic of an election,
It really does. And it's exciting.”

The commencement of voting in key states
underscores the heightened significance of
virtually every major development —
political or otherwise — on the state and
national stage in the coming days. Economic
indicators, the president’s tweets, new
revelations in the special counsel
investigation and even the weather begin to
matter much more as voters decide whether
to 2o to the polls.

It’s been an inavspicious beginning to the
voting season for Trump and his Republican
Party, which continue to struggle under the
weight of near-constant self-imposed crises
and chaos.

The president escalated a trade war with
China in recent days, triggering new waves of
concern among farmers and major employers
across Minnesota and beyond. And the
GOP’s continued embrace of Supreme Court
nominee Brett Kavanaugh, despite an
allegation of decades-old sexual misconduct,
threatens to further alienate suburban WOmEn,
a key constituency this fall that has already
largely tumed away from Trump.

Political parties and their allies are ramping
up voter outreach programs in several states
to mark the beginning of the early voting
phase.

The Democratic allies, Priorities USA Action
and the Senate Majority PAC, for example,
are launching a multimillion-dollar digital ad
campaign next week as part of a voter
mobilization program across five states that
largets African-Americans, young Hispanics
and other young people.

One of the new ads, shared with The
Associated Press, highlights the rise of white
supremacists in the Trump eéra. In another, a
young black man says, “I'm willing to do
whatever it takes to vote this year.”

As is the case in many midterm
battlegrounds, outside groups for several
weeks have been dumping money into
Minnesota, which features at least four
competitive House elections, two U.S. Senate
contests and a governor's race.,

Each of the political parties deployed paid
staff and volunteers on the ground several
months ago to identify supporters and
persuade them to vote.

Democrats are focused on turning out
“communities of color” in Minnesota,
particularly in the areas around Minneapolis
that feature large Somali and Southeast Asian
populations, according to Ramsey Reid, the



Activist makes plea for
different justice system’

By ASHLEY LUTHERN
aluthern@journalsentinel.com

Justice activist and attor-
ney Bryan Stevenson had abig
request for those sitting in an
auditorium Wednesday at
Milwaukee Area Technical
College.

“Iwant to ask you to change
the world,” he said. “I want us
tocreate adifferent America. [
want us to create a different
justice system. [ want us to do
something big because we
need something big”

Stevenson, author of the
bestseller “Just Mercy: A Sto-
ry of Justice and Redemp-
tion,” has dedicated his life to
addressing inequalifies in the
justice system. He founded the
nonprofit Equal Justice
Initiative, which works to
eliminate racial and class bias
in justice and represents in-
mateson death row and people
it believes have been wrongly
convicted.

Last month, Google's phil-
anthropic branch announced
it would give $1 million to the
Equal Justice Initiative’s ef-
forts to create civil rights

landmarks, including memo-

rials at lynching sites across
the country.

Speaking in Milwaukee be-
fore a near-capacity crowd of
about 1,700 people, Stevenson
outlined four strategies he
said could lead to widespread
change: He proximate, or
close, to the people and places
affected mostby
inequality;
change wide-
spread narra-
tives, such as

those surround-
ing erime and
race; rermain
hopeful; and be
willing to do un-
comfortable
things.
“Ifyougowherethereisthis
despair and this dysfunction
and you are proximate, you
will find you have the power to

change the world, and more
than that, vou will be
changed,” he said.

Stevenson also called for
maore honest discussion about
race.

“0ur history is that for dec-
ades we reinforced this narra-
tive of racial difference,” he

said. “Fordecades, we builton
this idea of white supremacy."

That history is reflected in
present-day racial ineguali-
ties that exist in Wisconsin
and the entire country, he:
said. _

A University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukeestudy in 2013 found
Wisconsin has the highest
black incarceration rate in the
nation. One study last year
found unemployment among
African-Americans in
Wisconsin was the highest in
the country. Another deter.
mined the state’s gap in gradu-

ation rates between black and - :

white students was the largest
in the country.

Stevenson commended Wis-
consin for not using capital
punishment — the death pen-
alty was abolished here more
than 160 years ago — but said
maore factors should be consid-
ered when gauging a commu-
nity's commitment o justice.

“I can't judge you by how
you treat the rich, the power-
ful and the privileged,” Ste-
venson said. “T have to judge
you by how you treat the poor
and the incarcerated.”

TR

i o -] [
e - |



THE BADRSS Ryss ¥ Rier

PussYRIST PoispNiNe
R C.com NEWS.O9-1F-Z0l8 5 B0P™

al AN
CDM%‘!&& tep Verziby, WAS pm"saxswg
by The RussiaN Gore pumeAlT;

o LW, THE WEEK/ THE WORLDAT R /A,
= ept 78,201 ) P+A N\E.’]A%

T pray fof Yout Vich /|

OG- V62K



A WORD FOR MY SISTERS AND BROTHERS ON THE INSIDE

(The following are excerpts from a talk | gave fo members of a congregation In Chicago. | thought it
might be helpful for you to hear what those of us on the outside are saying about your situation In
prison. Your comments are welcome. The talk was about doing service as a volunteer.)

Why do we bother? Why do we put forth the effort? Why do we extend a hand to
someone? Why do we consider the needs of others? Why do we care to care? Why do
we stretch and bend to make a connection? What good is it that we believe we are
doing? Rarely do we ask ourselves these questions; instead we sign up, get involved,
collect the clothes, give out the food, nod our heads appropriately giving of our time and
contributing to the community. We feel good, we feel complete, we feel connected, and
we have a story to share at a dinner party. For those of us in the middle class, service is
often displayed in overtures of gestures that place us for short periods of time directly in
front of someone who normally would make us uncomfortable. We come to serve them,
to offer them, to change them, to show them, to give them. When service is provided out
of guilt, supremacy and ignorance it is dangerous. Yet when service becomes an
opening for a mutual relationship in which there is no predictable outcome of exchange,
no hierarchy of experience, no conditional validation! When no limitations are placed on
the heart a relationship of integrity can begin for however long or short it may be.

| worked as a volunteer chaplain at Stateville Correctional Center. Most chaplains have a
little cloth bag of literature and walk on the concrete floor from cell house to cell house
where thousand of men are housed 23 of 24 hours a day. This is a prison with a dozen
training centers for carpentry, auto body, plumbing and electrical work that have been
closed and empty for years. This is a prison filled with addicts in need of treatment and
20 year olds with 30 year mandatory drug sentences.

One day, while walking n the general population | said to an older man “I'm chaplain
Karen, is there anything on your heart that you want to talk about?” The older man
walked over to the open bars of his cell and said “| don’t have any complaints really” |
asked why that is? He said | am not going to die anytime soon” This was the week that
dozens of men had been released from a death sentence by Gov. Ryan. They had
moved from Pontiac to Stateville with a new life sentence. “| have to adjust everything
now. When you are getting ready to be executed you wake up in the morning one way,
now | feel like | have to figure out what to do with the rest of my life.” We talked more
about the pros and cons of death row vs. a life hobbies, the temperament of God,
repentance, movies, art, and the tricks his brian played on him that he claimed prompted
him to kill others. When we parted, he said, “Thanks for not giving me all that preachy
crap, it is just too shallow for us guys who have been in prison for years” | said | agreed,
What did | learn about service that day? | learned that to serve in a prison is to confront
our own fears, “that could have been me". | learned that to serve in a prison is to walk on
unyielding concrete while remaining flexible. | learned that to serve in a prison is to reach
beyond the safety yellow line to hold hands to pray. | learned that to serve in a prison is
to be repulsed by your own love for a murderer. | learned that to serve in a prison is to
reach for ambiguity to keep a balance. What has life taught you to serve in a prison as a
volunteer? | am certain it is more than you think.

Rev. Karen Hutt

(Your comments regarding this talk are welcomed. What do you want people on the outside need to
know when they volunteer in a prison?)
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