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VOTE SMART

JUST THE FACTS

Dear Leon:
Founded by
PR S [ broke a promise made to Carter, Ford and dozens of others who had an
Gerald Ford idea long ago that has become Vote Smart. | had promised to bury my politics
Barry Goldwater into the darkest, deepest, never to be heard from corners of my mind, but last
'-”90-’9;' MicCaaveim month I wrote a letter that angered a lot of people.
Mary Dent Crisp
VrRiam Fiojmire [t was a piece about how the carpet bombing attack tactics of politicians from
J’I 'SP both major parties these past two decades had destroyed the people’s trust in our
II ,rr:W institutions and nurtured such anger they would vote for a volcano just to shake
Michael Dukakis things up.
Geroldine Ferraro
Richard Kleindienst And now, right here, I am going to break that promise and anger people again.
[f Vote Smart, which this country needs so desperately, suffers as a result, so be it.

:;err::mber Politicians sell anger and fear, then tell our fellow citizens the other party or
Edward Brooke candidate is to blame for the horrid state of our society. The media rivets on their
Sl most distressing claims or the grizzliest crimes our species is capable of. All the
L while I just fezl so lucky to be me:
:meu“ l. My life expectancy has increased 17 years since [ was born.
Chaka Fatich 2. The chances of my being murdered dropped 50% in the last thirty years.
Nilliam Clay 3. The chances of my being robbed dropped 50% in the last thirty years.

4  The chances of my grandchildren being raped dropped 30% in the last
Active Board thirty years.
Michasl Dukakis 5. Iam ten times more likely to die in a traffic accident than in a war and
Jessica Arrigani traffic deaths are now the lowest they have been in 80 years.
0 6. 1 am more likely to expire in my bathtub tonight than at the hands of a
it Muslim terrorist
kbl 7. And if | am murdered by a Muslim there is more than a 90% chance
John Hagelin I am a Muslim.
Adelcide Eim 8. If someone does take my life here at home the chances are vastly
acnio Jaris

greater that it was at the hands of someone raised a Christian rather
than any other faith on the earth.

Jon Trachha

susan Brandas

HI:” [ have had it so easy: | was not bloodied in the war for freedom; nor was I alive
e when our nation was invaded and our capitol burnt to the ground. [ wasn’t there
Sheilo Krumholz when we slaughtered 400,000 of ourselves in a Civil War, nor did I serve amongst
Ted McConnell the millions who died in the “War to End all Wars.” [ hadn’t been born in time to
Kan Adelmon

go hungry and live in the dirt during the Great Depression, and you did not find

my dead body among the 60 million lifeless of World War I1.
(over, please)

Llouding Schnaider
lohn Echabowk
Richard Kimbal

PARTIAL LISTINGS VOTE SMART * One Common Ground + Philipsburg, MT 598589747 + Tol: 406-859VOTE (406-859-8683) * Fax: 404-859-8680

Hedling: BBBNOTE-SMART [BBB-848:3742) = Website: www. valesmart.org

45777



| experienced nothing of any of that. No, today I had three good meals, none of which
[ had to grow myself, nor anyone else in my state. 1 spent some Facetime with my
granddaughter who is teaching skiing in New Zealand—and if | want, this afternoon I
could go down the street, sit in a chair and be lifted 42,000 feet into the sky, streak at
400 miles per hour while sipping a spritzer on the rocks, and drop in and visit with her.

Sure we have problems. Of course we can be better, a whole lot better, but come on, no
people in history have been as lucky as we. | am so thankful to be living in this country
at this time. I want to squeal with delight every time I can turn off all the political
preaching and think on the truth of my good fortune. If I were sitting in the lap of God
and he asked me what American generation | would like to be born into, | would be a
fool not to choose my own.

[f listening to politicians, news programs or even the local café gossip were your only
anchor to truth you would never know what a wonder we all are, what a success we have
made of life, that our lives are better than any who have ever lived before and can be so
much better still.

The only real thing to fear is if we lock into, believe and self-fulfill the political and
media mantra of doom and gloom.

If our struggle to self-govern is to continue to pull humanity up out of ignorance, the
people must have access to the facts, to reality, not the imagined fears and contrived
hatreds that we're bludgeoned with each day.

Just ask yourself this: if Vote Smart only reaches the 8.4 million currently aware of
it, how do the other 221 million voting age Americans vote smart? By listening to the
candidates, their parties and the $10 billion they’re spending to tell people how and
who to hate and despise?

“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what
never was and never will be” Thomas Jefferson

[ won’t beg. This message will make some on the Vote Smart board angry, and upset
many of the people receiving it — perhaps you. But if you are one of those who gets it,
one who knows how important access to abundant, accurate, relevant information is and
how crucial Vote Smart is to that essential component of successful self-governance,

please join us at votesmart.org and defend every citizen’s right to the facts.

Richard Kimball
Vote Smart President



Fhe Qolden Rule — A Univers al Law

Christianity: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that man
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets.” — Matthew 7:12, KJV (ca. 1" century A.D.)

Hinduism: “Do not to others what ye do not wish done to yourself...

This is the whole Dharma. Heed it well.” — The Mahabharata (ca. 13"
century B.C.)

Judaism: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor; that is
the entire Torah; the rest is commentary; go learn it.” — The
Babylonian Talmud (ca. 13" century B.C.)

Islam: “ No one of you is a believer until you desire for another that

which you desire for yourself.” — “The Sunnah,” from the Hadith (ca.
7" century A.D.)

Zoroastrianism: “Human nature is good only when it does not do
unto another whatever is not good for its own self.” —The Dadistan-i-
Dinik (ca. 12" century B.C.)

Buddhism: “Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find
hurtﬁd " —The Tibetan Bkﬂmmﬂpﬂdﬂ (ca. 6 century B.C.)

Confucianism: “Do not to others what you do not want done to
yourself.” — Confucius, Analects (ca. 6" century B.C.)

Baha’i:  “Ascribe not to any soul that which thou wouldst not have
ascribed to thee, and say not that which thou doest not. This is my
command unto thee, do thou observe it.” — Baha’u’llah, The Hidden
Words (ca. 19" century A.D.)
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The United States Constitution Permits Prison Slavery and Involuntary Servitude

AMENDMENT XIII

SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punish-
ment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

(emphasis added)



WRITE YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO INTRODUCE A
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FOR THE REPEAL!!!

Every person in each of the 50 states has two Senators and one Representative. Ask around to find out
who they are. Then, write them. Keep your letter to one page and it doesn’t need to be typed. Please be
respectful and use your own words to explain why this amendment should be introduced.

The addresses of your two Senators are U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 and the address of your one
Representative is House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. Send CURE a copy of their replies.

by Charles Sullivan and Barbara Koeppel*

The U.5. Congress banned slavery in
America 150 years ago (after a 250-year
run} on December 18, 1865, when the
Thirteenth Amendment became the law
of the land.

But it didn't, at least not entirely. The
amendment added an exclusion clause:
Slavery would be allowed as punishment
for a crime.

To reaffirm the penal servitude, Vir-
ginia's Supreme Court declared prisoners
“slaves of the state”™ in 1872,

Thus, prisoners have few legal rights.
Theoretically, they can appeal sentences,
enjoy limited free speech through the
First Amendment, and get limited medi-
cal care through the Eighth Amendment.

All of these rights are violated daily.

Except for those incarcerated in two
states (Maine and Vermont), prisoners can-
not vole while incarcerated. In two states
(Kentucky and Virginia), they cannot vote
even after being released from prison,
despite having paid their “debt to society.”
MNor can they organize, support families, get
their children health benefits, or contribute
to social security, all job-related benefits,

Most important, they can't refuse to
work, choose jobs, or negotiate wages.
As the U.S. Department of Justice,

Federal Buréau 'of Prisons 2008 program

states, “Sentenced inmates physically
and mentally able to work are required to
participate in the work program.” Nearly
all state prisons follow suit.

Such was the rationale for the chain gang
“work"” programs in many states, especially
throughout the South, from 1865 to 1955,
and revived in 1995 in Phoenix, Arizona
by Sheriff Joe Arpaio. And these programs
were not just for men and women. Par-
ticipation in Arpaio’s gangs is unpaid and
“wvoluntary,” and juveniles may also join.

Even if prisoners could refuse to work,
they do not, for several reasons. First,

*Charles Sullivan is President of the fnternational
Citizens Unired for Rehabilifaion of Errants
(CURE) Barbara Koeppel is a Washington, D.C.-
based freelance journalist. Sullivan can be reached
af (202) 7892126 or curefcurenational ong.

punishment is certain, They are put in sol-
itary confinement or lockdown (23 hours a
day in a cell). Or they are moved to a cell
with eight inmates instead of two. Or their
access is blocked to family visits, TV,
phone calls, the prison commissary, out-
side yard time, and education programs.
Or they lose good time, which reduces an
inmaie’s sentence. If they file grievances,
the grievances go to the same people
making the pnisoner’s life miserable.

Many current and formerly incarcer-
ated men and women say that nearly
everyone wants to work. It's hard to sit in
a cell doing nothing.

Most important, prisoners need money,
and most prisoner families are too poor to

_ send any. Prisoners might get $20 a vear

from a relative, but that does not go far.
And everything in prison is for sale.
Inmates must buy all their necessities
at prison commissaries. The cheapest
soap is a four-pack of Ivory for §3.50,
Aspirin is 31.50, a small container of

peanut butter is $2.90, and toothpaste is -

$2.90. Emergency medical care is free,
and 12 states provide other medical ser-
vices at no cost. But the others slap on a
$2.00 to $5.00 co-payment.

Even uniforms and shoes have price

tags. I[f inmates want items that fit, they "

must tip the pnsoner who dispenses them.

Most inmates’ cash comes from prison
wages (called gramities) set by Level 1-5
pay scales, Two states (Georgia and Texas)
pay nothing. Others pay next to nothing.

Unskilled Level 5 prisoners mop floors,
wash windows, shovel snow, or scrub
pots for eight to 13 cents an hour, or $5.00
to $12.00 a month, based on how many
hours worked. Level 1 skilled inmates
(say, plumbers or mechanics) get $1.50 to
$8.00 a day, perhaps $300 a month. But
Level 1 jobs are scarce.

State and federal prisons also have on-site
factories that sew prison uniforms or mili-
tary goods (jackets and body bags) or build
office fumiture for govemment agencies.
They pay inmates hourly or piece rates (for
example, 12 cents for sewing three dozen
T-shirts), totaling $2.00 to $8.50 a day, for

2. o% X

seven-hour days, with no overtime -pay.
UNICOR, the quasi for-profit federal prison
industry, hasn't raised rates since 1987.

With such low wages—just a fraction
of the federal minimum, which i$ being
raised in several states and cities to what
is considered a living wage—inmates
cannot support families or save for when
they are released.

Inmates do better in the Prison Indus-
try Enhancement (PIE) program, through
which private firms build in-prison facto-
ries, train inmates, and pay minimum wage
and social security. Inmates can designate a
percentage for child support. For example,
in Nevada, inmates restore cars. In Wash-
ington, they pack Starbucks coffee beans.

Although PIE began 40 years ago,
authorities do not welcome it, because
they see 1t as just one more task to do.
Thus, PIE affects only 5,000 of the 2.3
million inmates in the United States.

The exclusion clause, which sanctions
these low wages, hurts the economy. Before
inmates were in prison, 5(% were employed.
If they were paid more in prison, they would
still be in the economy and could send
money to families, who would spend more,
thus helping the economy grow.

slavery 15 the parent of this clause. It

“springs from the ‘sdnte ‘culture: Afier-the

Civil War, Jim Crow laws were passed to
justify imprisoning former slaves (e.g.,
they could be amested just for looking at
a white woman) and get them to work for
free. Thus, to save on labor costs, indus-
trics contracted with the state for inmates
that they then sent back to the fields; some
were also sent to mines. Others were sent
to railroad companies, such as the C&0,
to dig a tunnel to West Virginia, through
the mountains. Many died.

Inmates are humiliated, brutalized, and
denied human rights. But that is not the job
of prisons. Persons convicted of crimes
are sent to prison as punishment, not for
punishment. They are imprisoned to take
away their freedom, not to enslave them.

After 150 years of constitutionally
enshrined slavery, it's time for the U.S.
Congress to end it. a



CURE’S POLICY INITIATIVES FOR 2016 (small print but big insights from many of you)

In the last newsletter, you voted by writing " 1" next to your first priority, "2" for your second priority, etc.. 337 of you voted and the issues
listed below with fewer votes indicate the criminal justice areas you felt needed the most reform. Quotes from your letters are in italics.

#1
924

#2
1228

#3
1255

id
1732

#5
1750

#6—

1759

#1
2104

#8
2237

#9
2338

#10
2418

PRISON- release is not based on time served but onahen certain rehabilitatibg is achieved. Thus, a perSon is sent to prison as punishment
and not for punishment. This means that people jh prison should be able to voté, have private fapafly visits and enjoy adequate, healthy
meals. There should Hp-access by the media angd just like funds were given by Corigress to bujid prisons, funds should be given now to
reduce the number of peoptein prison. Therpshould be transfers tp a prison or jail nearegtfo one’s family and good time available for
all inmates regardless of crime;~Finally, Mandela Rules recently passed by the United-Nations should be implemented. It limits, as a
maximum, 15 days in solitary; incaregpated veteran facilities should be set up with am o treatment for PTSD and TBI; screening at
intake for all and treatment for Hepdtitis “C" virus; an independent ombudsmap ;
a comprehensive, up-to-date lawAdibrary; and training of all'staff with due pre ;
employable skills (good jobs and good wages), education e.g. Fell Grants, culgdral activities e.g. plays &
which cannot be abused, priSoner-run newspapers, radio/ty.

nd communications e.g. computers

The most important person in my life, my mom, is handicapped. She can't travel § hours to see me and that devastating to her and me...
Na lenger having to sue to get hormone therapy for trans grisoners... Why did the prison take the money when they don't even have the
iteriyaye order?... A first time offender should never havé to spend more than 7-10 years for any crime other than capital... 50% of the

jobs in priven skould go to those under 30... Prisons or atfleast pod-dorms where men 48 and older should be housed... There should be a
prisoner right to see-and keep communication with their chjldren...improved sanitation and nutritional programs... Give a person a chance
to help kids by repairing old bikes or the blind by training dogs, it opens up a bigger picture... Upon release inmates (if needed) should

receive a FREE bus ticket and "Gate Money" to provide ajminimum of 48 hours of food, clothing, and other necessities... Inmate canteens
should never be for-profii... allow AL 2tes to take dorrespondence courses no matter their age, current criminal conviction... Media

should Kave access without hassle or denial... whaigbowt a tax break for those sending money to loved ones in prison. .

SENTENCING- such as both substantially reducing plea bargaining and increasing diversions to the community; abolish death and
life sentences; and the war on sex offenders; reduce 1 o 18 rirtip to one-to-one for crack/cocaine.

I was civilly committed without ANY victim contact. My sex offense fFowy years ago was an internet sting where I was encouraged and
prodded to meet after repeated refusals by me... Raisipg present age of 18 far juveniles would give me and so many others—Hope.
PROSECUTION- such as seeking justice rather than conviction and this meansthe following: restorative justice where offender meets
with the victim and agrees on the sentence; a ban on progressive prosecution where priovs-increase time e.g. three strikes the present

age of 18 for juveniles is raised to age 21; and removing immunity for prosecutors who knowingly prioveeate illegally such as withholding
or twisting information.

Abolish the felony murder rule that a person who fs not directly responsible for someone'’s death can be prosecuted for firsi-degree
Murder... 97% conviction rate is not justice but ag act of bully tactics... I was offered 8 yrs. at prelim and wouldn't take it. I was charged
as a prior offender (three sirikes) and given 25 yry. wiout parcle... Idon't feel like garbage, but I feel like I've been thrown away.

DEFENSE- such as public defenders having pluch lower caseloads; and funding for defense (public defender or hired attorney) in a
given case must be at least equal to an indepegdently estimated funding for prosecution of the case.

I signed a plea agreement due to misinformbition by my attorney... The law library should give same materials lawyers use including
WESTLAW or LEXIS... Repeal freedom of ififo laws that keeps prisoners from having same public documenis others can get.

PAROLE- much lower caseloads with safisfactory ratio of parole officers to parolees, presumptive parole first time up (you make it
unless they can prove you are not ready);/ban on lie detector tesis especially for sex offenders.

Reguire U.S. Parole Commission to set parole dates for all "old law” prisoners and end its funding ... How can they say I am not suitable
for parole when there are no criteria for pehat "suitable” means... No inmate ever sees a parole board member...  Parole boards should
only be used or involved in release of offenders who have committed major infractions while incarcerated.

JUDGES- such as appointed rather than elected with no egaflict of interest; end mandatory minimums; creation of oversight committee
on accountability; no judicial immunity from lawsuits gdd prosecution for illegal conduct.

I am against absolute judicial and prosecutorial impfunity. The very least they should be able to claim is qualified immunity like other
officials... If a plea bargain is offerpd, the judgeshould not be able to sentence you for more time than the plea deal

CL NCY- return to use of cosnmuiafion, and pardons including those wi nvictions for violepCe. Clemency is part of the job
for the President or Governor. Butl#fe President or Governor should not make dec i the parole cases.

nd non-contact visiting;
ch provides inspections

and oversight; the use of work felease as much as possible. g

There should be no difference petween "first appaﬂraWaﬂaigﬂMEﬂl” hearings. This leaves peaple in jail longer.

POLICE- such as body-canieras; more training and community policing; higher pay; civilian review boards; as with juveniles, names
of those only arrested are released to the public after conviction rather than after the arrest.

When police officers shoots their gun, he or she should be subject to a urinalysis test... An officer should have to get 2 more cops fo agree
on what should happen before it can be done... More money should not be spent on policing. One city has five police agencies..

PROBATION- lower caseloads; more due process; ban fees; and allow association with other probationers.

My son has been in prison for years.. Why? he has anxiety issues and should be in a regimented halfway house where he would be
taught a trade and coping skills...I struggled with drug addiction for years. But, I see prisons built and re-hab centers shut down.

Thank you for your participation in this survey and for your excellent responses.




What will prisons look like if the punishment clause in the 13th Amendment is repealed? by Charlie Sullivan

In 1984, | was asked by the state of Texas to be its representative at a national conference in Washington that was sponsored by
the U S. Department of Justice. It was about the role of the private sector in corrections. | was honored, but I told my wife, Pauline,
that maybe we had become "too establishment" in Texas, and it was good we were moving to DC to try and expand CURE nationally.

At the conference, most of the talks were about the then-new phenomenon, for-profit prisons. However, it confirmed my and
CURE’s total opposition which continues to this day. In 2017, CURE aided in stopping the operation of a for-profit jail in DC.

But, there was one talk that overwhelmed me and it was about the private sector in prisoner employment. It was by Fred Braun,
a Harvard business graduate, who had made a million in Kansas by the age of 40. Then, after losing a Republican bid to be a state
official, he asked the governor how he could help the state. The Governor suggested that prisoners needed real work where they

would have “good jobs and good wages.”

Chart shows Prisoner wages per
hour according to Prison Policy
Initiative. Empty spaces indicate
there is no information available.

Regular Jobs  Industry Jobs
Low High Low High
AL 0,00 000 025 0.75
AK 0,30 1.25 0.65
AZ 0.15 050 0.20 0.80
AR 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
CA 0.08 037 030 0.95

CO 0.13 038
CT 0.13 1.0 030 1.50
DE 0.25 2.00

FL. 0,00 032 0.20 0.55
GA 0.0 000 0.00 0.00
HI 025 025 050 250
iID 010 0.90

IL 0.09 08% 030 225
IN 012 0.25

1A 027 0.68 058 0.87
KS 0.0% 0.16 0215 3.00

KY 0.13 0.33
LA 0.04 100 0.40
ME 0.58 3.50
MD 0.15 046 0.20 0.82
MA 0.14 1.00
Ml 0.14 0.56
MNO2S 200 050 200
MS 0.00 0.20 1.30
MO 0.05 0.30 1.25
MT 0.16 1.25
NE 016 108 038 1.08
NY 0.25 5.15

NH 025 1530 0.50 1.50
NS 026 200 038 2.00
NM GLI0 100 030 110
NY 010 0.33 Average 0.62
NC 0,05 038 0.05 038
ND 0.19 088 045 1.69
OH 0.10 0.17 0.21 1.23
OK 005 0.54 0.00 043
OR 0.05 047 005 047
PA 0.19 1.00 019 0.42
RI 0.29 0.86

SC 0.00 000 035 1.80
SD 025 038 025 0.25

TN 0.17 0.75
TX 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
UT 0.40 0.60 1.75

YT 025 040 025 1.25
VA 027 045 055 0.80
WA 036 070 2.70
Wl 0.09 042 0.79 141
WY 035 1.0 050 1.20
WV 0.04 0.58

Fed 0.12 040 023 1.15

Fred followed up by buying three plants where people incarcerated would be bused. Over the
years, there was only one escape, but this by a prisoner when he was back in the prison. He did
not want to jeopardize the work release program for other prisoners.

Also, the plants were not on prison ground because Fred wanted to show other entrepreneurs
that employing prisoners does not necessitate a subsidy from the state.

Finally, prisoners there like “free world” workers started off at minimum wage. Stock options
were also available which meant that if the plants made profits, prisoners would also benefit
financially. Even showing up for work on time could slightly increase wages.

Of course, as you can see on the left, prisoner wages, then and now, are pretty much slave-like.
This should not surprise us since prisoners are considered slaves in the United States Constitution.

Thus, to bring about this new paradigm, Fred had to do a “24-7 selling job” to make the program
an astounding success. There were tours where prisoners shared how this job had changed their
lives. Yearly, Fred gave a huge check to the state for the savings in taxpayer money.

Then, Fred tied the benefits of taxes and rehabilitation together by humorously stating repeatedly
that “if we really want to punish these prisoners, let’s make them taxpayers.”

Fred died in 2016 at the age of 82. Since 1984, he taught and showed me that “everybody wins”
in his program. Also, it was possible to have a very conservative state like Kansas support his
ideas. In fact, | am confident that when Fred’s ideas are presented to promote our constitutional
amendment to repeal the punishment clause, we will have strong conservative support.

Shown is a prisoner worker who is so well trained
that he will have a job waiting for him in Kansas
City when he is released. Also, these successful
workers are proud and they often bring their
children back to the plant where they learned their
trade and where their lives were changed forever!

AMAZON

Since 2015, CURE has been asking Amazon for a copy of its policy on hiring those with criminal
records. We have heard from a reliable source that it is the following:

No person serving a felony sentence on probation or parole will be considered until the probation or parole is
completed and another seven years has passed (three years for marijuana possession). If the crime was heinous,
Amazon imposes a lifetime ban on consideration of employment.

Amazon has denied that this is its policy, but in early 2017, eight Amazon drivers filed class action
complaints in Massachusetts charging that Amazon terminated them on an unreasonable criminal
background check polices.

One driver “was successfully delivering packages for Amazon 60-70 hours/week when he was
terminated.” He was so respected that he had been entrusted to train new drivers. However, one
evening his manager called him and told him that ‘Amazon is tightening requirements’ and
ordered him terminated. The apparent basis for his termination was driving on a suspended
license, even though his license had been reinstated for more than four years prior to his
termination.

In October, CURE will be having its board meeting and will be

D discussing the possibility of calling for a boycott of Amazon
| d\\ products. We would ask you to respectfully write Jefirey Bezos,
| AMAZON, M President, Amazon, 410 Terry Ave. North, Seattle, WA 98109-

| ® | 5210. Remind him that prisoners and their families spend a lot
*— - t of money at Amazon. Whether you receive a response or not,

we would appreciate your thoughts on this most important issue.

2 55




Responses to CURE'’s Five Policy Initiatives for 2017.

In the last newsletter you voted by writing “1"™ next to your first priority, “2" for your second priority, etc. LOWEST NUMBER
15 YOUR HIGHEST PRIORITY. Second lowest number is second priority and so forth. Quotes from your letters are in italics.

296 Return of Pell Grants- In 1994, Pell Grants were denied to people in prison. Research tells us that higher education
during incarceration signifjcantly impacts recidivism and institutional culture. A limited experimental program by President

Obama is now going on, but if the law is not ed, no additional college programs can be Pell funded. Pell Grants allow
persons to pursue their educatign through correspondence co : s could be done at virtually igy prison.

Pell Grant Preservation & Exmnn Act (HR 2451) has been introduced in the House by Davig’(D-CA) and Scott (D-VA)

and in the Senate (S. 1136) by no (D-HI) and Murray (D-WA). Incarcerated students given Pell Grants in this bill

416 Video visiting cannot repldge in-person visiting- Over 5 million kids have 6T kdve had a parent in prison. In some
prisons and jails, in-person visiting has been replaced by video visitation, whic is expensive for families, removes the
option of visiting their loved ones and fyrther dehumanizes people serving fime! Video vigiting is only an addition! Wonderful
idea if loved ones live far away. Horrible }p use in place of contact visits...I don'veven call it a vigit, but a video phone call.

474 Released from prison with “papéywork” done for WOTC and FBP- The Work Opportu ax Credit (WOTC) is
a federal tax credit given to employers for jring those convicted of a felofy while the Federal Bonding Program (FBP) is an
insurance program that reimburses the employer for any loss due to epaployee theft of money or property. Rather than filling
out the forms after release at a state agency a4 is done presently, people would fill out the forms before leaving prison and
have the necessary documentation to help in ggtting a job immediatély after release. This wonld/take some of the time we spent
in lines filing paperwork and give us productive §me looking for a j¢b with the necessary papers fo give us an edge.

991 Forwarding first class mail- From our pxperience, prifons and jails do not do this! Besides not receiving letters from
loved ones and vital info about such things as futyre employment upon release, not forwdrding first class mail is a violation of
first class requirements. New address post office
is the window to.the world The impact of this NOT - complications for people in transition.

592 A good night'ssleep- Why cannot people it eep uninterrupted by sight (e.g. lights always on)

0 suggest solutions to interrupted sleep. Sleep deprivation
e science could not be any clearer—-humans need sleep—restful, not

For free Eu'pigs of these'decisions and Sex Offense:15-T250 Mﬂ'ﬂﬁq‘ﬂf v. United Siates; 15-1256
this term, contact Nelson v. Colorado; 16-54 Esquivel-Quintana v. Sessions;
Office, Supreme »  15-1194 Packingham v. North Carolina.

SALNREA, Trial:15-537 Bravo-Fernandez v. United States; 15-599
Shaw v. United States; 15-606 Pena- Rodriguez v. Colorado;
16-240 Weaver v. Massachusetts; 15-1503 Turner v. United
tates; 16-327 Jae Lee v. United States.

e
Death Penalty: 15-9173 Bosse v. @klahoma; 15-8049 Buck v.
Davis; 16-6316 Rippo v. Baker; ¥5-797 Moore v. Texas; 16-5194 ing: 15-8544 Beckles v. United States; 15-9260 Dean
McWilliams v. Dunn; 16-1116 Jenkins v. Hutton; 16-6219 United States; 16-142 Honeycutt v. United States; 16-1177
Davila v. Davis. 1

Qualified Immunity: 16-67 White v. Pauly; 16-369 County of Trial Detention: 14-3496 Manuel v. Joliet; 15-1358
Los Angeles v. Mendez; 15-118 Hernandez v. Mesa. ; ;

Email cwilkinsgrni@hymanrightsdefensecenter.org OR wrile Stop Prison Profiting campaign, PO Box 1151, Lake
Worth, FL 33460 if money.was taken from your phone account due to inactivity or other reasons, or upon arrest or
release and returned on a debi.gard with fees, or paying a lot of money to accept just one collect call.

$5% SORT Needs Help!55%

Pictured on the.right is Wayne Bgwérs who came to the 1989
ational CURE Cegvention sheftly after he was released from
prison for the second, time for a sgx-offense. This was almost
thirty years ago and he be§ bepnrGur most valuable advocate for

The cost of civil commitment is one  effective tn:nlrm! pping the war on sex offenders.

of many reasoms why if shosld be oes thi M through*the issue chapter, Sex Offenders
abolished. In New York, it cos¢sopp 1€ d0€s this 1 E e SRS
TR : Restored thefotgh Treatment, apd its quarterly newsletter.
a day which is almost five times more > g : x : .
Howeyess“the chapter is hurting finangially and, unless it receives

than the daily cost in the state prison. e 2
When longtime CURE leader in New e money, it will have to cut back on frequency of mailings,

York, Jim Murphy, heard this, ke~ number of pages, and free mailings to indigent prisoners,
quipped that “it would be cheaper to  Can you give a contribution to CURE-SORT, P@.1022, Norman, Photo by Alan Pogue

house them in Trump Tower." OK 73070 NOW?




Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants

An International Grassroots Effort by People in Prison, their Families, and Other
Concerned Citizens to Reduce Crime Through Criminal Justice Reform.

202-789-2126 cure@curenational.org www.curenational.org

Human Rights and Prison Reform
Eighth International Conference

. 3 Days & 4 Nights in May 2018, Kigali, Rwanda
On the left is a picture of the sun coming up. Restorative justice has brought a

new day of love and peace to Rwanda rather than revenge. The Conference

will explain and show Rwanda’s healing response to violent crime.

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

RWANDA QTR SRRV KENYA NIGERIA

Pius EEIT b Heidi Sylvester

Nyakayiro AL Ubaa is

directs will . founder

Good News SO AR B8 and

Jail and the s the

Prison Canferencs @ director

iy with Pius ' of

Ministry 7 p

and will during this CURE-

host the year tlhal Nigeria

Conference. _5he Wil e

4 Kenya.

GHANA DRC USA (United

Kassi (Democratic States of

Djeinzou is Republic of America)

the founder the Congo) Hans

" and Jean Didier Hallundbeck,

director Mbovo, Vice- CURE’s

of President of prison reform

Ghana- International advocate at

CURE. Prison the United
Chaplains Mations in
Association New York
Waorldwide. City.

T W W . -
! DONATIONS

E The total cost of the Conference is $25,000. International CURE has donated
the first $5,000. However, the Organizing Committee will not sign the Hotel
E contract until the needed $20,000 has been raised (not just pledged).

| Therefore, please contribute now! Mail a check to CURE at P.O. Box 2310,
 Washington, DC 20013 or go to www.curenational.org, click on the make a
: donation bution on the front page and send your payment through PayPal.
;This can be a tax exempt donation in the United States.

: To receive more information fill out the form below & email it to cure@curenational.org
Please print legibly.

L_ BRI _ BB N BB BN

O3 1 wish to receive the details of the Conference when they are finalized.

First Name Last Name

Email address Country
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CURE SUPPORTS BIPARTISAN

CONGRES

ILLS IN THE 115TH

L

SUMMARY /

BILL HOUSE | SENATE |SIGNED
Lewis
HR 1809 Scott (D- Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2017 incentivizes the
S. 860 Grassley (R-M) | use of evidence-based approaghes to juvenile justice.
’ Feinstein (D-C
S 1127 Paul (R-KY he Justice Safety Valve Att would empower federal
* Leahy (D-VT) judges to give out se, ces below the mandatory
Scott (D-VA) minimumiin certain cases.
Hi 2455 Thomas (R-KY)
e Peters (D-MI) National Crimina}/Justice Commission Act shall
3 Graham R-SC) undertake a comprehensive review of all areas of the
Deutsch (D-FL) criminal Justice system.
HR 1607
Rooney (R-FL) et
Garrett (R-VA) ; p
HR 12
27 Gabbard (D-HI) Ending Fedgral Marijuana P
i - ide first-time, lgw-level, non-violent simple
HR 2617 ngm—- possegsion offenders under age 25 an opportunity to
expunge the conviction after successful probation.
HR 2228 | Brooks (R-IN) w Enforcement Mentgl Health &gd Weliness Act of
Demings (D-FL) 17 seeks to protect theé mental hejth and well being Passed
S. 86T Donnelly (D-IN) of law enforcement offi 31617
Young (R-IN)
. Fair Chance Act prohibits federal agencies and
HR 1005 Cummings (D contractors from from rgquesting that an applicant for
MD) Issa (R-CA) employment disclose criminal history record
s.g42 | Booker (D-Nj) information before the applicant has receive
Johnson (R- conditional offer In|other words, ban the box.
Ii Sensenbrgnner |Second Chance Reauthgrization Act targets funding fo
HR 2899 | (R-WI) & /Davis |reentry services, accountability through audits & add
(D-IL) nonprofit organizations fpr ed & drug programs.
Fighting opioid abuse through treatment and
HR 244 Cook |R-CA) |prevention.— $801 million, an increase of $650 million or| Passed| Passed | Signed
Gabbard (D-HI) 430 percent in the 2017 Appropriations Bill. 5/3M1 SI4M7 5/5M17
s. 329 Booker (D-NJ) Mercy Act-To place restrictions on the use of solitary
d P3ul (R-KY) confinement for juveniles in Federal custody.
tt (R-SC Safer Officers and Safer Gitizens Act of 2017 increases
S. 1280 oft ( ) the use of body worn cameras which studies show
Booker (D-NJ) | reduce use of force incidents and citizen complaints.
- .- T
S. 1169 b %lh?;_%m Medicaid Coverage for Addiction Recovery and
Expansion Act-expands access to treatment.
HR 2687 oster (D-IL)

Fitzpatrick (R-IL)
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VISIT washingtonspectator.org

The WASHINGTON SPECTATOR
Give a gift today - just $10 each! I
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[ ] 1am renewing my subscription (318 for 12 is5Ues] RHG3L1A I
[] Check enclosed, payable to The Public Concern Foundation |
[] Please bill me (|

| call toll-frae (666) 949-5280, code GHG311A, or mail this coupan and your ||
| payment to; The Public Concern Foundation, PO Box 241, Oregon, IL 81061 N

End Page

Who Was Wade in Roe v. Wade?

Wade, as a symbolic force and active agent, straddles both the
disciplining of women's bodies through law and medicine and
the brutalization of a criminalized underclass, largely delineated
along racial lines, through the prison industrial complex. Wade's
surname, depersonalized, is now a metonym for patriarchy, but
the assaciation ought to extend to mass incarceration and white
supremacy as well,

—From the Exhibit “Cottage Industry” by Mary Walling Black-
burn and Rafael Kelman, The Booklyn Art Gallery, Brooklyn,
New York (November 13-December 29, zo015).

A—rm"muzmc GLIMPSE AT HENRY WADE HAS FOUND ITS
way into an exhibit in a Brooklyn art gallery. But who was he?

We know that “Jane Roe” in the Roe v. Wade class-action lawsuit
filed by attorneys Sarah Weddington and Linda Coflee was Norma
McCorvey, a young, down-and-out Dallas waitress who couldn'’t
get an abortion and in fact never got an abortion because the law-
suit dragged on until terminating the pregnancy was no longer a
possibility. She later became an anti-abortion activist, and in 2003
she sued the Dallas district attorney in a futile attempt to overturn
Roe. v. Wade, claiming that she didn’t understand what an abortion
was when she signed on as a plaintiff in 156g.

Dallas County District Attorney Henry Wade was an accidental
defendant. If Coffee and Weddington had found a client in El Paso
or Houston, Henry Wade wouldn't be “Wade.” He didn't even
argue the Supreme Court case that made him a symbol of “the
disciplining of women's bodies through law.” The landmark lawsuit
wrote him into the wrong historical narrative.

Wade made his name as a prosecutor. He holds the record for the
highest felony conviction rate (g2 percent) in a state that perennially
ranks in the top five in percentage of residents incarcerated,

He was better than gz percent. Early in his career, when he was
prosecuting cases himself, he had a 100 percent conviction rate.

PERIODICALS CLASS

The Washington Spectator
Postage Paid at New York, NY

PO, Box 241
Oregon, IL 61061
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PO _BOX 900
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In capital cases, he asked for death sentences 30 times and sent 29
men to death row.

In 1g6g he wrote a prosecutors’ manual that ensured that blacks
in Dallas County were almost always excluded from criminal juries.
The manual was cited in a zoo4 Supreme Court decision that
granted a retrial to African-American defendant Thomas Miller-
| El. because one of Wade's assistant district attorneys had excluded
10 of 11 African-Americans in the jury pool from the jury that
' convicted Miller-El of capital murder and sentenced him to death.

In 2006, Dallas County District Attorney Craig Watkins, the
first African-American ever elected to the office, began a system-
atic examination of Wade's convictions. By 20085, Watkins's inves-
tigation overturned the convictions of 1g men sent to prison by
Wade’s office, three for murder and 16 for either rape or robbery.
Ten of the men released are black.

After Watkins's defeat by a Republican challenger in 2014,
the Innocence Project of Texas continues to investigate false
convictions. Five of nine men cleared by the Innocence Froject
were African-Americans wrongly convicted by Wade's staff; one
was serving a life sentence for murder, three were serving life
sentences for sexual assault, the fourth had been sentenced to gg
vears for sexual assault.

With 24 DNA exonerations, Dallas County has far surpassed
all other counties in Texas in overturned convictions. The cur-
rent Dallas District Attorney, Susan Hawk, a part of a concerted
Republican campaign to oust Watkins, has not pursued her prede-
cessor's examination of questionable convietions.

Wade died in 2001, The Henry Wade Juvenile Justice Center
memorializes him in the city where he made his name putting
men behind bars. =

 Sources: The Sentencing Project; The Texas Innocence Project;
| The Dallas Morning News; McCorvey v. Hill (U.S. Court of
| Appeals, Fifth Circuit, September, 2004.)
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

ACLU 50-STATE SURVEY

Complete our 50-State Survey to share your opinions about
threats to voting rights and other fundamental freedoms.

Dear Friend,

QOur country is engaged in a mighty struggle over the vibrancy of our democracy and the
strength of our commitment to the fundamental freedoms that define America. Every day, Donald
Trump and his administration demonstrate an utter disregard for the Constitution and a terrifying
willingness to abuse power and trample on people’s rights.

Meanwhile, extremists are moving aggressively in state after state, seizing what they hope is an
unprecedented opportunity to advance their dangerous agenda.

As the ACLU leads a determined. passionate movement to defend people’s civil liberties, we
need your ideas and opinions. That's why [ am hoping you will take a moment right now to complete
and return the enclosed ACLU 50-State Survey. We especially want to hear your thoughts on
the use of aggressive voter suppression laws and tactics as the critical 2018 midterm elections
approach.

Now more than ever, our country is counting on the ACLU to do what we always do in
moments of crisis — wage a vigorous, robust and effective defense of freedom. And, as our
nationwide network of lawvers, advocates, policy experts and organizers works to do just that, we need
your strength and your personal support.

That’s why your voice is so important to us.

We want to know what vour biggest concerns are in the face of escalating attempts at voter
suppression and other threats to our civil liberties. And we want your assessment of how you and your
community are feeling the impact of policies that run contrary to the Constitution and the rule of law.

Completing the enclosed ACLU 50-State Survey is one important way you can help us as we
work to protect people’s basic rights in the face of extraordinary challenges.

Please seize this opportunity to speak up. And, if vou're ready to take one more step to defend
freedom, don’t just return your survey response to ACLU headquarters . . .

Send along a donation of $235, $35, $50 or more to add energy and momentum to the
ACLU’s vigorous effort to defend the Constitution and the rights it protects.

If you answer “Yes™ to any of the following questions, 1 urge you to respond to this letter:

» Are you alarmed that abuses of power by Donald Trump and his administration will do deep
and lasting damage to our democracy?

* Do you believe a new round of voter suppression laws and baseless claims about voter fraud
will impact the outcome of the 2018 elections?
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I hope you will take a few moments to answer questions such as these by completing our
survey about freedoms at risk in your state and across the country.

It's going to take bold strategies and energetic, passionate activism to protect civil liberties in
the weeks and months ahead. The ACLU is moving on multiple fronts, and your voice can amplify
our strength.

That’s why I hope you’ll take this chance to speak out loudly and clearly on issues that
will define the future of individual freedom across America.

But, we’re not just asking you to make clear what you believe. We also need you to tell us
how strongly you support some of the ACLU’s key strategies for defending the Constitution and the
freedoms it protects.

That’s why, in the second part of our survey, we ask you to evaluate from your own point
of view key ACLU strategies for protecting our constitutional rights in one of the most difficult
climates we’ve ever faced. For nearly a century, the ACLU has been advancing and protecting the
liberties guaranteed to us all by the Constitution.

With our members behind us, we sound the alarm when our freedoms are in jeopardy, and we
work relentlessly to protect the rights and liberties we cherish whenever and wherever they are at risk.

Right now, we're fighting voter suppression efforts in the courts and state legislatures. And we
are mounting a major effort to mobilize ACLU members and other supporters of civil liberties to vote
in this year's elections. Our ACLU Voter grassroots campaign is built around a simple. straightforward

theme: “Vote like your rights depend on it.”

ACLU legal teams, featuring some of the brightest legal minds in the country, are pursuing
smart litigation strategies for defending the right to vote, immigrant rights, freedom of speech,
religious liberty, reproductive rights and other essential freedoms.

Qur advocates, working in Congress and in 53 state offices around the country, are monitoring
bills being introduced, building alliances and creating legislative roadmaps to block dangerous

proposals.

These are just a few examples of the work that ACLU members make possible every day in
response to ever-present attacks on people’s fundamental freedoms. And our work has never been
more essential or more urgent than it is right now. That’s why it is so crucial for you to immediately
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