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Shelter for Displaced Persons

arlier this year a man
Eat the homeless camp

behind the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville was
killed. The university decided to
renovate the property, thereby
eliminating the camp. Captain
Joshua Robinett, area commander
for Northwest Arkansas, reports
that the man who was killed “was a
frequent guest of ours and we knew
him well." According to the captain,
the university sought to meet with a
aroup of key stakeholders to ensure
that the closing be done in a com-
passionate way as well as having a
plan and resources for the displaced
individuals.

“An estimated 100 individuals
camp at this location,” notes Captain
Robinett. “Both of our shelters
(especially our Fayetteville Shelter)
stay at capacity. To be a part of the

Thousands Served After
Flooding, Landslides in
Southwest India

he Army provided clean drinking water and emergen-
cy food packages to 6,000 individuals in the Army’s

Kottayam, Thiruvalla, Mavelikara and Peermade
Divisions after flooding and landslides in Kerala, Southwest
India in August claimed 350 lives, caused widespread
damage and forced a quarter of a million people to find
refuge in 2,000 emergency shelters. Similar provision was
made for survivors of the mudslides which damaged or
destroyed scores of houses and businesses. The emergency
response team was able to help 30 families in the Kozhikode
District (more than 150 miles away from the nearest Salvation

Army center) rebuild their homes.

A 45 person national disaster response force was de-

solution we are expanding our shel-
ter capacity by offering the same
type of shelter we do during cold/
inclement weather. We intend to
have fifty cots available at both our
Fayetteville and Bentonville shelters
for the next 6 to 9 months. | have
asked that a number of agencies
partner with us by having boots on
the ground and offering housing so-
lutions for these individuals as soon
as possible,

"Since the campers were dis-
placed in early September, 52 guests
came to stay with us at the outset, It
is clear that the need for The Salva-
tion Army is greater now than ever
before. It is our intent to share the
love of Jesus by opening our doors
and thinking outside the proverbial
box as we minister to those in our
community.” =

families,

Partnership with Big
Brothers, Big Sisters
in New Philadelphia

Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Central
Ohio and The Dover/New Philadelphia
Salvation Army recently partnered

to offer mentoring services at the
Army's new Learning Zone after-school
program. The Learning Zone opened
September 10th for grades K-5 at the
Army's Emmet Ave. location in New
Philadelphia. Children are paired with a
Big Brother or Sister to join in activities,
play games and assist with schoolwork,

children in Idukki and Malapuram were provided with
emergency provisions, mattresses and bedding. Materials
macde available to people rendered homeless in these
communities were used to build temporary shelters for their

Response Coordinator Major Jacob J. Joseph explains the
relief efforts seek to “meet human needs without discrimina-
tion," but also to “express our Christian love [and] ensure

that flood and landslide victims are cared for ... [with] God's

ployed, in addition to the local Salvation Army officers,
soldiers and volunteers. About 8,250 men, women and
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presence, love, care and protection.” ®

Source: IHG Communications
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