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JOHNNY MAHAFFEY SAYS:
h A "Finally! A Lifeline for S.C. Prisoners!"
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South Carolina prisons are FULL of cellphones - about 6 out of every
10 prisoners own a smartphone, and 9.9 out of 10 have access tc one
through a friend, or guard, if needed. And, it's been a source of
embarrassment for the department for many years, because removing
phones from the eguation has proven to be an impossible task. When a
financially struggling guard can by a phone for $50.00, with a black
market prison value between $500 to $B00.00, and do a few a week; it
proves to be too big of an apple not to bite into. Especially with
new releases such as the iPhone Xr geoing for up te $3,000.00
There are various uses for phones for prisoners:

. All of the obvious illegal actiwvities,

. Gangs use them for coordinating violence.

Porn, obviously.

. Business - some prisocners operate companies, some
legit, that they may have already had established
before incarceration.

5. Just to pass the time.

6. Wannabe rappers record their .. “albums”™.

7. FAMILY - the most common use, 1s Lo Keep 1n contact

with family.

sl Cad Pl =

There are many possibilities of use, and while many are
guestionable, or even illegal, the one primary, is family. Staying
in contact with family can be the lifeline that hold family together
with each other, especially children. Fathers and mothers being able
to keep in contact with their kids; kids actually seeing their
parent!

A current example of need: We are currently on a LOCK-DOWN! It
started Friday, and will not end - we're told, until Tuesday - with
us completely cut off from the world. I was having an already low
day, and fighting a small bought of depressiocn - I was luckily able
to reach out to Candice, and she helped me through it, we spoke and
emailed, and I recovered my psych. I sent off the last email for the
day, and then just a little later, I called Jaime (we had arranged
that I would call after five, when her sister was there with CJ, so



Johnny E. Mahaffey The Novelist Portent
January 20, 2018 Page 2

I could talk to him for the day.) The phone line was long, and I
didn't get on until about 6PM. I tried three times, but all I got
each time were six lonely rings, and a dead silence. Not sure if it
was her, picking up, and hanging up, or .. if it was GTL again.

I assumed GTL.

I tried again, later. I had about a 4 MINUTE window left,
because we were being confined to our cells, I knew I had to tell
Jaime we were going on the lock-down, so she’d know what was going
on, and know that no one would be hearing from me in any way for a
while - but, I was okay.

The problem? Jaime had left cut to run some errands, and
gotten a flat tire. She had no help, and I'm assuming the manboys
failed her, because she told me she’d just finished arguing with a
“40-year-old crybaby” that finally “blocked her”. She was very
agitated - and understandably so, given the circumstances - and, in
addition, she was angry at me for calling the three times and
“hanging up”.

Apparently, she did pick up, but the calls were dropped.

Neither one of us knowing what was going on.

Both of us irritated, suspicious of the other...

I thought it might be her; she thinking it was me.

But, it was GTL!

T tried to tell her about the lock-down, and that I couldn't
talk, the guard was putting us in our cells until Tuesday, or later.
She got even angrier, saying: “What? Really? The guy that races cars
is NOT gonna help me?”

“I can't” I pleaded.

“Fuck you.” She spat, and that was the end of the call.

My 4-minute window was closed, for the weekend.

In a better world, it would have been me she could have
reached out to, if she’d had scome way of messaging me, and we would
have had an ability to wvideo-chat! I could have walked her through
the steps of changing a tire. If SCDC had it in place - I could have
been like: Alright, vou need that, and that. No. Put the jack in a
little further. Yes, right there where the notch ig. Try to shake
the car, to make sure it‘s secure. Put your weight on the lever to
break the bolt loose. Jump!

But, alas, SCDC has no such technology for prisoners.

So, I was forced to simply hear her anger, and now here it
is Sunday. She probably didn't even pay attention to me telling
her about the lock-down, and thinks I'm choosing not to call
back. Sunday is when I talk to my son again, and they’re probably
waiting for the call. Jaime pissed at me, hating me, and feeling
fully justified in her animosity.

CJ not knowing I miss him.

This sucks.

I haven’'t done anything - but, because of the way the
system is set up - it’s making me out like a jerk. When none of
this is in my contrel. I don’'t even know why we went on lock-
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Down. Did someone die? Get stabbed? Is it because of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day? (African-American holidays are sometimes days of
vioclence in here with the gangs; and prisons will sometimes lock-
down in a pre-emptive action).

Friday evening, to Tuesday morning, with no contact to my
family. I can’t breathe fresh air, see the sun - take a shower! - or
walk any further than the distance between my metal bunk, and the
metal door, about 8 feet! Eight 12" X 12" worn out, ceramic tiles;
that is my world. Maybe 1f I could throw an empty chili can across
5.C to Jaime with a string, I could wvibrate the soundwave
fluctuations of an explanation.

Or another hello down to Georgia, I'm sure Candice will worry
when she doesn’t hear from me.

Toss another to T.N. for Opal and the kids up there...

That's a lot of string.
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THERE'S CHANGE COMING: On the news, Friday, and Saturday, the
director of SCDC told the public, he will be issuing “TABLETS" to
all prisoners! With it, we will be able te call, to video chat, to
download music, movies, and games, etc. WiFi will be installed, and
priscners will be able to pretty well do anything but contact each
other. This will change EVERYTHING!

I could have helped Jaime in her distress, and still contactead
or son (seen him even). This new tablet will be a lifeline for me
and anyone like me.

The whole idea of it, from the administration’s point-of-view,
iz to combat the cellphones by destroying the black-market for them.
With the presence of the tablets, the value of cellphones will drop
drastically. Se much so, that it won't be worth smuggling them in
anymore. Only those prisoners doing illegal activities would even
have a use for them. It's smart.

Now, SCDC can cash in on fees for access to the data
stream. I can't wait, I'l]l be able to see who I call! Even in a
lock-down situation. I miss my family and friends.



