MDOC Commissioner Pelicia Hall resigning as head of
Mississippi's troubled prison system
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Pelicia Hall is resigning as commissioner of the Mississippi Department of Corections, a depariment spokeswoman said Tuesday.

MNews of Hall's resignation came the same day MDOC announced a statewide lockdown of prisons in response to a "major disturbance™ Sunday that left
one inmalte dead and two others injured.

Hall will leave MDOC in mid-January to take a job in the private sector, according to a press release, It's unclear what the job will be, but Hall said it will
allow her to be an “advocate for criminal justice reform and to support better wages and working conditions for the Department of Comraclions

employees.”
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Hall, a lawyer, served as chief of staff to the MDOC commissioner for two years, before Gov. Phil Bryant promoted her in 2017 to replace her boss,
Marshall Fisher, who became commissioner of the Mississippi Department of Public Safaty.

Fisher also &

Gov.-elect Tate Reeves has not announced who he will appoint to be the next MDOC commissioner,



Hall had spoke to lawmakers at the outset of the 2019 I-EQ:SIEIINE session, asking them to exempt MDOC from parts of public records laws — just a few
: i1 : state his 208 3612629/ resulted in former MDOC Commissioner Chris

According to g

Mﬂ near MEJ'IUIEFI dﬂﬁﬂ'ib&d instances of Iallmg plumbmg suich as sewage ha-:hupﬁ thai caused fﬂﬂ!‘s 10 seep mmugh shower and
cell drains, or broken, unusable cell toilets. One inmate said the water in his cell's sink ran black.

Prisons bribery scandal:

This summer, the Ma

showed how the warden of Wilkinson County Correctional Facility — a nri'u'alely run prison that hnusea glale prisoners — mlled on gangs to help control
inmates.

advuc.atas ir.‘ar prison naf::rrm sau:l state mmat&s suffer fmm a lack of medical care and guards are unal.'rla 1o stop f ights and stahhmga

"They don't want y'all to know what's going on behind prison walls,” said Donnell Jones, a former prisoner.

The Associated Fress contribiuted fo this report.
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