5 things to know about our investigation into
Mississippi's prison crisis
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Here are five key takeaways from the Clarion Ledger's investigation into Mississippi's prison crisis

Four factors contributed to the crisis, experts say

After an eruption of violence at Mississippi prisons, many were left wondering: How did we get here? Whao is at fault?

According to inmates and experts interviewed by the Clarion Ledger, including a former corfreclions commissioner, & longtime prison monitor and
advocates for reform, factors include:

1. Sentencing policies leading to high rates of incarceration

2. Political appointments of comections commissioners who had no experience running prisons

3. Funding cuts 1o the Mississippi Department of Corrections by Mississippi lawmakers

4. MDOC's lack of transparency

More people were killed in prison in January than any other year in recent
memory

In January alone, there were more prison homicides than the total for any other year since at least 2014, One longtime prison walchdog said the level of
violence was unprecedentad in recent memaory.

Since Dec. 29, 22 people have died while in custody of MDOC.

The founding of Mississippi's oldest and most infamous prison was rooted in
brutality and racism

Historically known as Parchman Farm, the Mississippi State Penitentiary was established in 1901 and now occupies a sprawling 18,000 acres in the
heart of the fertile Delta. It was, g5 Historian David Oshinsky said (hitpsJ/igic yale edu'sitesidefaultfiles Mles/events/chss/Oghi . “the closest thing
to slavery that survived the Civil War.”
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Rehabilitation vs retribution
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Which better serves justice?

Is justice served if incarcerated individuals’ time in prison doesn’t serve the

purpose of rehabilitation?

Marc Howard explains in his book, “Unusually Cruel: Prisons, Punishment and
the Real American Exceptionalism, "that prisons were originally established to




serve the dual function of punishment and rehabilitation. But somewhere during
the nation's “war on crime,” the system stopped focusing on the rehabilitation
part of the equation and instead emphasized retribution — often to the

exclusion of the other. The result is a subculture of mostly black and brown
people who feel left behind and ostracized by society, leaving them ill-prepared
to reenter society upon release. This is important, because if we are serious
about our ultimate goal of ensuring public safety, we must think really hard
about how we treat and educate our incarcerated population of 2.3 million.

How many people are locked up in the United States?

5 Jocks up more people per capita than any other nation, of the staggening rate of 698 per 100,000 residents

opie are confined nationwide

Local Jails

612,000

Imm[gr.ntlnn

State Prisons N0 — i
1,306,000 \ 221,000 /. i

| irvahantary
I| Commitmamnt
| 22,000

PRISON

POLICY INITLATIVE

Sonrees and dala notes: See | tps:/ oot '|'-'.-I||:-.|||| VLOTH FEPOrTs | pie2ong himl

In “Equipping Individuals for Life Beyond Bars,” Monique Ositelu states that 94
percent of incarcerated people will one day be released from prison — an
average of 700,000 a year. Yet most will leave without the necessary education
and skills to earn a legal, livable income. This is in large part due to a lack of
access to education beyond high school. By 2025, 60 percent of new American



jobs will require some level of postsecondary education, yet it's estimated that
only 35% of state prisons and 24% of federal institutions provide college-level
courses. (In fact, 41% of the incarcerated population don’t even have a high
school diploma.)

The cost of so this failure in public policy is clear: ARAND Corp. report has
shown that individuals who participate in any type of educational program
while in prison are 43 percent less likely to return.

My own story is a testament to how a person who is locked up, punished and
made to feel like an “inmate” turns out vs. an individual who is treated
humanely and allowed the opportunity to develop and rehabilitate themselves:

I knew [ was in a different world when I first walked into the receiving and
discharge area of the D.C. jail and a correctional officer, whom I knew from back
in the day, stuck out his hand to greet me. I looked at his hand like it was a snake
until he got the message and pulled back. Coming from a culture (a federal
penitentiary) where there is a clear line of division between and officers and the
incarcerated, I “knew” that officers didn’t fraternize with inmates and inmates




didn’t shake our adversary’s hand. The simple act of shaking a guard’s hand was
grounds for my peers to ostracize or even kill me, and for the officer to be
ridiculed by his coworkers for being an “inmate lover,” In the violent, volatile
prison culture, inmates are daily reminded of their nothingness. And in turn, we
internalize these feelings, creating an us vs. them mentality.

But that changed when I returned to the D.C. jail while my case was reviewed in
local court. (D.C. does not have its own prison; instead, inmates are shipped
across the country to federal institutions.) The cause for such a dramatic change
was deceptively simple: the humanizing way in which I have been treated since I
arrived and the college experience I now through Georgetown University’s
Prison Scholars Program. This has reconfirmed my humanity and serves as a sort
of “halfway house,” playing a huge role in my rehabilitation.

The other day, I watched College Beyond Bars, a video series by Lynn Novick film
that illustrates the rehabilitative effects of higher education. I immediately
identified with the humanizing stories the prisoners shared. The Georgetown
Prison Scholars program has not only allowed me to become more educated, it




actions could Stop them from attending college, Likewise, Y Georgetown family
Invests so much love and care into me and My peers that | fee] obligated tq be
successful in life, This is the power of real reha bilitation: It Propels you to striye




