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I've served just over 17-years in prison for a crime that never happened.
and now, with just a few days over 7-months remaining to serve, 1t appears
less likely than ever that I'll see the streets. I say this, not because I'm
in any danger of having my time extended, or even because cne of my fellow
inmates has it out for me. 1 say this because of the very real danger the

Corcnavirus pandemic poses to the priscon system.

Our leaders have all addressed the nation, and their respective states,
on the highly infectious nature of this latest virus, dubbed Covid-19. They 've
explained, over and over again, how important it is to "slow the curve,” or
rate of infection, and how, even if they did, they'd still be hard pressed to
provide the medical care needed to everyone infected. Sc tell me, if it's
truly that serious (and I'm operating under no illusions on that score), then
why have we not acted to reduce the number of inmates in our prison system?
Why are we just as crowded as ever, and getting even more crowded with each
passing day? The prisons' only response has been to reassure the media that
they're providing us with more disinfectant than ever, with instructions to
continuously wipe everything down, but the fact of the matter is that of the
cleaning in the world isn't going to stop the spread of infection in an
environment as crowded as this. When they officially diagnose their first case
(which might happen far later than sooner, given their desire to bury their
heads in the sand), it's going to be far too late, as it will already have
spread like wildfire, and by that time, a lot of pecple will have suffered
needlessly, some even losing their lives in the process, but to the Priscn
Industrial Complex (PIC)., we're nothing more than a socurce of income, more
valuable than ever, in light of today's econaomic crisis.

While a lot of officers are absolutely thrilled to have a paying Jjcb
right now, there are just as many who are furious that they can't stay at home
with their loved ones during this time of crisis Truth be told 1 completelw
understand where they're coming from because, like them, I want nothing more
in the world than to be anywhere but here, and that was befcre Covid-19 became
a thing. Like them, I have friends and family that I'm worried about. I have
no idea who, or how many, I'm going to end up losinc hecause of Movid 19, hut
given the advanced age of many, I'm certain to he imnacter.

As a nation, we constantly complain about the lack of compassion
displayed in totalitarian regimes, places like Iran and North Korea, Sjust to
name a few, but even Iran furloughed E5,000 inmates, with 10,000 of them to
receive pardons. So someone please explain to me how America, the "land of the
free" can't do anything less? Don't get me wrong, I'm not suggesting that
every single inmate be released from every prison and jail in the country, but
there's nc reason in the world we can't take a closer lock at those behind
bars and exercise a little bit of discretion and compassion. Why can't we
release anyone and everyone who': - recoy, cerved E0% of their time, so they
can be with their friends and family during this highly trying time? Why can't
we release those with underlying health conditions, those who are elderly and
more susceptible? Doing so doesn't just show compassion, it also reduces the
burden on an overcrowded prison system, while at the same time dramatically
slowing the curve and freeing up valuable resocurces which could be used to
care for those who aren't incarcerated.



one thimg's for sure: if we don't do something to reduce the number of
people in our prison system now, then we're going to suffer for it in ways we
can't even begin to understand tomorrow. According to Governor Newsom, in
B-weeks, a full 56% of California's population will become infected, and by
the time it's officially diagnosed in the prison system, we'll be past that
tipping point. Personally, I'd hate to have put so much work into getting out
of here, only toc have victory snatched out of my grasp because I died from
Covid-19. If I am going to become infected, I'd much rather do so in the

outside world, where I can die as a free man, as opposed to in prison, where
1'11 be lucky to get an aspirin, let alone actual medical attenticn, and

where, worst of all, 1'd either be cremated or buried out on Boot Hill.

1 realize there are many who could care less about what happens to the
incarcerated, people who believe that anything that happens to us is far less
than what we deserve, but the fact of the matter is that most of us are
getting out sconer or later, so why not extend a little bit of compassion and
let us out just a little bit early? It doesn't just benefit us, it benefits
our friends and family, people who need us now more than ever, and it also
benefits you, as we wouldn't be a burden to you and your already depleted
resources. So, after reading my post, consider calling your local politician
or Governor and asking them to show some compassion. Speak with your local
ACLU organization, call your local media outlet. If yocu don't raise the alarm
today, it will be too late when the prison sounds it because they're
overwhelmed with Covid-19 infections.
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