CURRANTINE
(Day Two)
May 12, 2020

1 suspect the prison may have recelved too many complaints regarding
yesterday's "breakfast," because, i1nsteacd of giving us a boxed 'lunch for our
morning meal, they gave us an actual breakfast. Kind ¢f. . As to be expected
on a guarantine, they served us on paper trays, which, of course, meant that
you could only receive a tiny portion of what the menu called for. It alsc
meant that, because of the way they prepared it, the meal was guaranteed to be
cola, and on both counts, and then some, they didn't disappoint. Our meal
consisted of a hot banana, warm pint of milk, beans, scrambled eggs and corn
tortillas, all of which were ice cold. To add insult to injury., there wasn't
even a full tablespoon of scramhied egus on the tray and the cracked anc
broken tortillas hac been smashed into the beans. As if this wasn't bad
enough, the banana was not only hot, it was rotted and black. How anyone would
think these fit to serve is completely beyond me, but 1 suspect I know what
Rappened. When our food suppliers have food that's about te go bad, or has
already went bad, they Gust mix it in with the other stuff and deliver it
anyway, knowing that the prison is going to accept 1t. I've s2en 1t happen,
time and time again, with fruits and vegetables so rotten that the slightest
touch would cause it to ooze pus, and ver, they not only take it, they
actually put it on our trays and expect us to eat 1t without complaint

Tunch was, as usual, a boxed lunch. Today s was two slices of moldy
braad, a pack of peanut botter and ancther pack of Jelly., two tiny craham
erackers and a packer of drink mix. Since 1'm allergic to peanuts, though, 1
didn't get a lunch, which is just "3 well. I never did like the idea of eating
moicy bread.

After breakfast, the nurse came around Lo Cake everyone s Lemperalures
The main guestion on everycne's mind was whebther or not Mark's test results
had come back yet. Did he test positive for COVID-197 Or was he negative? Anc
if he tested negative, how soon would we be taken off of guarantine? The nurse
cquickly burst our buthle, though, by telling us that it didn't maiter whether
he tested positive or not, we'd be on guarantine for a minimum of [4-days. and
if we didn't like 1it, then stop goinu to medical for treatment, and now the
story begins to emerge. Turns out that Mark came forward for help because he'd
pulled a back muscle so severely that he couldn't take a full breath FHe sat
there in his cell for several days, trying to deal with 1t, but it fina iy got
sc bad that he coulcdn't take it anymore anc came forwaro, asking for help, anc
this was how they'd handled it. Of course, seeing how they removed him from
thie building and put him in the building with all the known COVID-19
patients, there's a pretty good chance tnat, by the time it's all 'aid, done
and over with, he'll end up testing positive for COVID-1Y anyway 1 can't
helieve we've managed to aveid qettino it as long !ils we have, =eeing how
they've beesn running the show.

Well, as 1 suspected, dinner sucked, big time. We were sSupposed to have
a "Cobh falad," which, even under the "best" of times in here is a meal that's
poorly done. Thay brought the food over. on paper trays. ang Just let it sit
thera in the open for more than an hour before finally deciding to serve us
Then: when they did start passing trays out, they ran out of many of the 1tems
and refusad to o anytning about it PFo milk, no ainner rolls. and some of the
trays aidn t even have a hard beoilec egg Those whe got lucky get a hard
hoilad =09g, sSome warm lettuce;, a chicken flavorea puck, a piecs of cake, some



corn and some instant mashed potatoes. Those who were really lucky even got a
dinner rell and a pint of warm milk. All I can do is continue trying to find
something to locok forward to, and then focus on that
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