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Vulnerable Inmates Aren’t a Vaccine Priority

By RO CARYN RABIN
They lhee I erowded eondi-

e
NCss. & number
are Black and Hispanic, membars
of minority communities  that
bave been hand hit by the corona-
virus

So should prisoners and othe

n r
detainees be given priod
o one ol the new
cings?

With distribution expected o
atart &= earhy as this month,
health afficials ane seram

pﬂdeﬂnufuuuemm&
h!r: allocation of Hmited vaccine
supplics, The Advitory Commit.
tee on Immunization Practices af
the Centers for Disease Control
and Provention will meet on Tues-
day tomake initial determinations
about who gets the first shots.

Theere is broad consensus that
heglth ‘care woarkers who freat
Carvid-15 patients should be first in
ne. Diher high-priority groups
mmuuﬂemw
of lang-termy care fcilitics, essen-

-Ify wac-

umlls-rmminthmudu-
Inmates are not ranked in the

top tiers, even though seme of the

kargest owlbreaks have cocurmesd

in thir nation’s prisens, More than
2,200 Inmates were sickened and
28 people disd, for sxample, after
an putbreak in the San Cuentin
State Prison in California ower the
BIMAMET:

¥et the C.0.C. advisory commit-
tee bas prioritized correctional of-
ficers and others who work in jails
nnd prisons for the ficst phase of
immmenizations. The federal pris-
of sysbem will seq aside b= inltial
allotment for such employees, so-
cording to documents obtained by
The Associated Press,
| The discrepancy raises a chill-
ng prospect; anather prison owt-
hnadEr. that kili= scores of inmates
after thie only preventive Was ra-
secved for staff. Officiads at the
Justice Department did nod re-
spond (o8 request for comment,

Mow meveral groups, inchisding
the American Medical Associa-
tinm, mre calling for vaccines to be
fiven to nmates and
Al prizons, [ails and deleniion oen-
e, citing the unigue risks to peo-
ple in confinement — and the po-
tential for outbreaks fo =pread
Irom correctional centers, sirain-
ing community hospitals,

“We aren’t saying that pris-
oners should be treated any belter
than anybody clse, bat  they
shouldn't be treated any worse
tham anybody else wis ks lorced toe
live in & congrogate sening.”™ said
Dr. Eric Toners, cosaathar of a re-
port on vaccime allocatbon pub-
lishied by the Johns Hopkins Cen-

et
#mmhm*ulhawﬁmhm
af the next ter down”

Thi idea is controversial Allo-

1o peoqbe who are serving time
may be anathema to much af the
public, but it s widely accepted
that the natkon has an ethicad and
legal obllgathon to safegard n-
carcerated people’s heallli
There is also & powerfol e

:hmmnmmmﬁmmhw
spread o the surrounding com-
munity. “Prisons are incuhators of
infections disease” D Toner sald.

“1t's & fusdnmental benet of pul-
lie ‘health to try and stop epi-
demics at thedr source” he added,

O approach, under consider-
aition by the MNational Cammission
an Covid-19 and Criminal Justice,
wonbd be to priositize vaceination
anly for prizopers and detainees

vims & not in a vacum if if's ina
it prison”
Thi United States holds somie

FUETEH LANETRA, VA Bl TTORS T

Murses rallied at the entrance 1o Rikers [sland jail in Queens,
MY, this year, protesting health care conditions there.

2.3 milion ndividuals in prisons,
juils anl other detention conters,
incarcerating mose people  per
capita than amy other nation. That
inchedes nearky 500,000 peopbe
wh hanve ot been cotvicted of a
crime and are awaiting trials, ac-
cording tothe Prison Podicy Initin-
givie, (Somme jalls have taken steps
io reduce overcrowding since the
pandemic started.}

The figure also-includes: some
4,000 woungsters whio are held in
juvenile facilities and an estimar-
ed 42,0 in immigration deten-

CENECTE,

criminid justios commission. Oher

Al least 200,000 inmates hove
already  been  infected  with
Covid-19, and at beast 1450 -
maics and correctionad pfficers
have died from the viras, accond-
ing 1o a database malntamed by

Thoae mumbers most ikedy 10n-
derestimate the magniude of the
problem, becaose reporting re-
quirements are spoty and vary
from stite 1o state, sald Dr Toom
Ingleshy, an infections disease ex-
pert at the Johns Bloam-
borg School of Health nnd
another co-author of the vaceine
allceation report,

I Connecticut, doctoss tested
over 10,000 prisoners in $tabe pris-
ons and jails from March to June

and found that 13 percent wern= in-
ridin m'hn:::ud-.pmumm

o o

The J"?ew England Journal of

Medscing. Inmates who Lved In

dormitory housing were o the

highest risk. Obder inmates. and

Lating inmates also were mone

likely than oters 1o be infected.

Even before (he  pandemic,
mony older mmoates hod poor
health after decades of “hand fiv-
g sald De Charles Loe,
dent-sbect af the American Col-
lthﬂcmwﬁmwlPtUﬂmn:&h_.

“From my experience, G
physicdogical age is generally 20
years groater than their chiono-
logic nge =— from drugs, fram
fights, from being  iecircerabed
and homeless, angd not  getting
heabih care” Dr. Lec said.

Lipio 40 percent of incarceratod
adulis are Black, Dr Lee said, a
prmap with higher rmses of chronic
diseases, such as diabetes; hyper-
tension and asthma. .

Many argue that regandless of
paiblie hisalth congiderations, soci-
&by his both legal and ethical re-

dlities ta prodicct the health

Wl inmates.

“Thiers are Lruly bad guys in
‘it the vast magority of

peaple In prisons and jails ane not
what the media makes us think
about — they
derers.” sabd Arthur Caplan, direc-
tor of medical sthics at the Mow
York University Grostman School
of Medicine. “Many people are
ltu:rl.lm:etrﬂumdmhhn}'

in i
B mﬂmhumum

tect the lives of prisoners, not just
see thém &8 sources of disepse”



