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89%

Amount by
which plastic-
bag use has
decreased in
England after
it required all
stores to levy a
5-pence-per-
bag charge
starting in 2015
Average number —Glyn Peterson
uﬂfs:dlﬁﬁchhags
each year
by a person fiv- “Take
ing in California
before the state a bow.
voted in 2016 5 = 3
to ban single- California

use bags
voters. It

BM working.”

Tons of plastic san Jose's
that enter the Mercury News,
ocean each year; on T Yo
60 to B0 percent of Calfornia’
of all marine plastic-bag ban
litter is plastic

2050

Year when
there will be
more plastic
than fish in the
Earth’s oceans,
if current trends
continue
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A communication line has been established and food and medicine can be
lowered to them through a narrow shafi.

While they've been receiving porridge and nutritional liguids, the miners
a few days ago asked for a traditional meal of sausages.

Eight of them are thought to be doing well, while two are in poor health.

Lil Wayne and Kodak Black publicly thank Trump for [Iﬂil'llﬂﬂﬁ
commutation

The two rap stars were among the people who were pardoned or had
sentences commuted by Trump on his last day in office

This week, while much of the country celebrated the inauguration of
President Joe Biden, Lil Wayne took 1o his social media to instead thank
former president Donald Trump, whose administration pardoned the
rapper during its final days in the White House.

*I want to thank President Trump for recognizing that [ have so much
more o give o my family, my art, and my community,” wrote the 38-
vear-old emeee. "1 also want to thank (@ bradfordcohen for working so
diligently to secure another chance for me. Love!™

He then signed off with his full government name, “Dwayne Michael
Carter Ir.”

Early Wednesday, Trump issued a slew of | lth-hour pardons and
commutations that included his onetime political strategist, a former top
fundraiser, former Detroit mayor Kwame Kilpatrick and rappers Lil
Wayne and Kodak Black. Most notably that list — of 73 pardons and 70
commutations- did nol include himsell or his family.

Wayne specifically received a pardon afier pleading guilty to a gun
possession charge in Miami, while Kodak Black received a commutation
after he pleaded guilty to a weapons charge.

According to Billboard, “Ahcad of the 2020 presidential election, Wayne
endorsed Trump for president and co-signed his “Platinum Plan™ for the
Black community, which led skeptics to believe it was all a tactic to
receive a pardon. But Bradford Cohen, the lawyer who helped set up
Trump's meeting with Lil Wayne, denied the speculation in an interview
with The New York Times.”

Kodak Black (real name Bill Kahan Kapri) also posted on Twitller 1o
thank Trump for commuting his 46-month sentence.

“l Want To Thank The President @ RealDonald Trump For His
Commitment To Justice Reform And Shortening My Sentence. 1 Also
Want To Thank Everyvone For Their Support And Love,” he wrote,
tagging Dan Scavino, the former White House deputy chief of stafT for
communications and director of social media. “It Means More Than You
Will Ever Know, 1 Want To Continue Giving Back, Leaming And
Growing."”

Coronavirus: Japan denies Tokyo Olympics cancellation
Organizers said all partners, including the government and the 10C, were
“fully focused” on hosting the Games. A British newspaper, citing a
member of Japan's ruling coalition, said the event would not be going
ahead.

The Japanese government on Friday denied reports that the Tokyo
Olympics are set to be canceled.

Japan's Deputy Chiel Cabinet Secretary Manabu Sakai, a government
spokesman, told reporters there was no truth whatsoever in the stories
that emerged earlier on Friday, stating the event was set to be called off
due 1o the coronavirus pandemic.

The Times said an unnamed senior member of Japan's government had
conceded defeat in the city's efforts to stage the Games, admitting the
focus is now on securing the event for Tokyo in the next available year,
2032,

However, the government 15 implementing thorough infection
countermeasures o be able to host the Games, according to Sakai.
Increased jeopardy

The Games were placed in mereased jeopardy earlicr this month when
Tokyo declared a state of emergency due to an increasing number of
coronavirus cases, and public opinion has swayed strongly towards
canceling the event altogether.

On Thursday the Intemational Olympic Committee (10C) president,
Thomas Bach, admitted "there is no plan B® over the staging of the
sporting occasion, which is due o commence on July 23,

Spectator decision

Some 15000 international athletes are expected to convene in Tokyo
ahead of both the Olympic and Paralympic Games, which will get
underway on August 24.

Organizers are expected to decide in the coming weeks whether the
coronavirus nsks have eased enough Lo let spectators attend the CGames.
Previously, senior 10T member Dick Pound had suggested athletes
should be at the front of the line for vaccines to boost the chances of the
Olympics going ahead, though this prompted a backlash from the public,
health experts and athletes themselves,

Bucs-Packers, Bills-Chiefs picks, schedule, odds, injuries,
predictions, more for AFC and NFC championships

The conference championship games of the NFL playoffs have arrived,
with both kicking off on Sunday. The fifth-seeded Tampa Bay
Buccaneers will face the top-secded Green Bay Packers in the NFC
Championship Game, and then the No. 2-seeded Buffalo Bills will play
the No. | Kansas City Chiefs in the AFC Championship Game. The
winners advance (o Super Bowl LY on Feb. 7.

We're previewing both title games. Our NFL Nation reporters bring us
the kevs to the games, a bold prediction for each matchup and final score
picks,

Additionally, ESPN Stats & Information provides a stat to know for each
game and the Football Power Index (FPI} goes inside the numbers with a
matchup rating {on a scale of 1 to 100) and a game projection. ESPN
Chalk's Dave Bearman hands out helpful nuggets, and NFL analyst Mait
Bowen points out a key matchup to watch as well. It's all here to help get
viou ready for an exciting weekend of NFL playofT football,

NFC Championship Game: (5) Buccaneers at (1) Packers

3:05 pm. ET | Fox

Matchup rating: 96.3 | Spread: GB -3 (51.5)

What to watch for; If there has been anything to gnipe about in Matt
LaFleur's highly successful two-year run as the Packers’ coach, perhaps it
is being a step slow to adjust. When these teams met in Week 6, the Bucs
played zone coverage on 61% of quarterback Aaron Rodgers' dropbacks,
and Rodgers had his only multi-interception game this season. And in
general, the more teams have played zone against Rodgers over the past
two vears, the betier they have fared. LaFleur and offensive coordinator
Nathaniel Hackett know what's coming in terms of coverage, and how
they plan for it will dictate their level of success against a tough Tampa
Bay defense.

Bold prediction: Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady's game-winning
touchdown pass will not be thrown Lo wide receivers Mike Evans, Chris
Godwin, Antonio Brown or Scotty Miller, tight ends Rob Gronkowski or
Cameron Brate, or running backs Ronald Jones 11 or Leonard Fournetle.
Mope, it will go to wide receiver Tvler Johnson. The roeokie fifth-round
pick out of Minnesota had just one catch last week against the Saints, but
that 15-yard spinning grab on the perimeter was masterful. The only
reason we aren't talking about Johnson more is the depth chart he's buried
on. He has a knack for making difficult catches in high-pressure
situations, and he'll do again on Sunday.

Stal to know: The two biggest factors in Brady's performance all season
have been pressure and the vertical game. In 13 wins over the course of
the season (including playoffs), he averaged 1.1 sacks per game, saw
pressure on 14% of his dropbacks and posted an 82 QBR. But in five
losses, sacks jumped o 2.2 per game, his pressure rate climbed 1o 27%
and his QBR nearly split in half (44). And as far as the deep ball goes,
consider this: On passes thrown 20-plus vards downfield over that 18-
game span, he has hit on 45% for 11 touchdowns and zero interceptions
in wins, but just 21% for a single score and five picks in the losses.
Bowen's matchup key: How will Tampa Bay keep Packers wide receiver
Davante Adams in check? 1t's going to start at the line of scrimmage in
Cover |, with Buccaneers comerback Carlton Davis trying o use his
length and physical traits to disrupt Adams’ release. If he can't, Davis®
lack of recovery speed versus Adams' sudden abilily to separate will spell
trouble for the Bucs.

What's at stake: A win for the Buccaneers would mark the first non-
division champion to reach the Super Bowl] since the 2010 Packers. It
would also bring Brady's 10th Super Bowl appearance, spanning three
decades. Rodgers, however, has playved in only one Super Bowl, And
after losing his past three NFC Championship Game appearances and
going 1-3 over his carcer in this game, Rodgers is altempting to avoid
becoming just the third QB to have fewer than two wins and more than
three losses in conference title matchups (Ken Stabler and Donovan -
McNabb are both 1-4).
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Electoral College voies on January 6 may have contributed to inciting the
violent Capitol insurrection,

"The Senate Ethics Commitiee should open an investigation into the
actions of Senators Hawley and Cruz, and perhaps others as investigation
may reveal, in order to protect the integrity, safety, and reputation of the
Senate,” Democratic Sens. Sheldon Whitchouse of Rhode Island, Ron
Wyden of Oregon, Tina Smith of Minnesota, Richard Blumenthal of
Connecticut, Mazie Hirono of Hawaii, Tim Kaine of Virginia and
Sherrod Brown of Ohio wrote in the complaint,

"The question the Senate must answer is not whether Senators Hawley
and Cruz had the right to the object to the eleciors, but whether the
senators failed to '[plut lovalty to the highest moral principles and to
country above loyalty to persons, party, or Government depariment’ or
engaged in 'improper conduct reflecting on the Senate’ in connection with
the violence on January 6,” the Democrats wrote, citing the Code of
Ethics for Government Service and the Senate Ethics Manual.

In their letter to the panel's leaders, Democratic Sen. Chris Coons of
Delaware and Republican Sen. James Lankford of Oklahoma, the seven
senators also asked the commitiee to offer disciplinary recommendations,
"including up to expulsion or censure.”

In a statement Thursday, Hawley called the complaint a flagrant abuse
of the Senate ethics process and a flagrant attempd 1o exact partisan
revenge.”

"Democrals appear intent on weaponizing every ool at their disposal —
including pushing an unconstitutional impeachment process — to further
divide the country,” the Missouri Republican said, referring to the
House's impeachment of then-President Donald Trump earlier this month,
which will next go to the Senate.

A spokesperson for Cruz accused the seven Democrais of "playing
political games by filing frivolous ethics complaints against their
colleagues.”

"Sen. Cruz debated a question of law and policy on the floor of the
Senate, he did so expressly supported by 11 other Senators, and he
utilized a process to raise the objection that has been explicitly authorized
by federal law for nearly 150 years,” the spokesperson said in a
statement, adding that "Cruz immediately condemned the January 6th
terrorist attack on the Capitol, calling for everyone who stormed the
Capitol to be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”

The complaint comes as authorities are investigating hundreds of people
in connection with the deadly pro-Trump riot at the US Capitol, including
possible links to high-ranking Republicans who encouraged them.
Federal prosecutors said carlier this month that they are looking at
everyone involved in the riot, including the role Trump played in inciting
it. District of Columbia Attorney General Karl Racine wamed Sunday
that Trump could possibly be charged by city prosecutors with "a
misdemeanor, a six-month-in-jail maximum." amid fallout from the
insurrection,

Hawley announced on December 30 that he would object during the
Electoral College centification process, defying Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell, Nearly a dozen other Republican lawmakers,
including Cruz, later announced that they, too, would object. But some
changed their minds after the midday violence on January 6 -- which is
something the seven Democrats noted in their complaint.

"By procecding with their objections to the electors after the violent
attack, Senators Cruz and Hawley lent legitimacy to the mob's cause and
made future violence more likely," the Democratic senators wrole.

The seven Democrats wrote Thursday that "The Senate has the exclusive
power o determine whether {Hawley's and Cruz's) actions violated its
ethics rules, to investigate further conduct of which we may not be aware
that may have violated these rules, and to consider appropriate
discipline.”

They urged investigators to probe issues including whether Hawley, Cruz
or members of their offices or campaigns "were in contact or coordinated
with the organizers of the rally," "knew about the plans for the event® or
"received funding from organizations or donors that also funded the
rally.”

Whitehouse, one of the seven Democrats, told CNN on Thursday
afternoon that he sent the letter because "we need to clear up exactly what
happened.”

"The only place to get that done effectively is in the Senate, because you
can't trust executive branch agencies to do that investigation because
they're on the wrong side of the separation of powers,” he added.

Hawley, who is thought 1o harbor 2024 presidential ambitions, has bome
the brunt of the blame for kicking off the actions that led to thousands of
Trump supporters storming the Capitol complex and forcing the House
and Senate to go into emergency lockdown. Hawley had offered pro-
Trump demonstrators who stood outside the Capitol a raised-fist salute as
he walked into the Senate early that day.

Publishing house Simon & Schuster dropped his upcoming book, which
will now be released by conservative publisher Regnery Publishing,
Several major companies, including Blue Cross Blue Shield and
Citigroup, announced they were halting donations to Hawley and other
Republicans who objected to the Electoral College votes. Luxury hotel
chain Loews Hotel Group has since canceled a fundraiser for Hawley,
saying it's opposed to "all who supporied and incited” the deadly riot at
the Capitol.

The complaint from the Democratic senators also quotes Missouri's
former Sen. John Danforth, Hawley's onetime mentor, who told The New
York Times that "lending credence o Trump's false claim that the
election was stolen is a highly destructive attack on our constitutional
govemment.”

Danforth, whose support was central to Hawley winning his 2018
Republican primary, called supporting him "the worst mistake [ ever
made in my life" earlier this month.

China mine rescue: Survivors to remain trapped at least two more
weeks

Chinese rescue teams say it might be more than two weeks until they can
save a group of miners trapped hundreds of metres underground,

They have been trapped since an explosion closed the entrance tunnel to
the Hushan gold ming in Shandong province on 10 January.

Authorities made contact with 11 surviving miners a week afler the blast,
but one has since died.

Rescuers have dnlled small holes to supply food and medicine to the
men.

The cause of the explosion that sealed the mine entrance is still not
known,

The fate of another 11 miners trapped by the blast is unclear - authorities
have been unable to communicate with them despite lowering food and
messages inlo other areas of the mine.

The group discovered alive told rescuers they had established
communication with a lone miner about 100m below them, but had since
lost touch with him.

How will the rescue work?

Currently, rescue operations are trying to widen a narrow shaft to make it
big enough Lo lift the miners oul.

However, drilling is proving difficult as it needs to get through
particularly hard granite and the mipers are trapped far from the surface,
Rescuers face an added problem in that the mine is waterlogged and
there's the risk the chamber where the miners are stuck could flood,

"The obstacles are just too huge, which means we need a least another 15
days or even more to reach the miners," Gong Haitao, deputy head of the
local publicity department, said.

The debris standing in the way weighs about 70 tons, he added.

How did they get trapped?

The entry into the mine was severely damaged and communication was
cut off by the so-far unexplained explosion.

For a week, there was no sign of life, Then, last Sunday, rescuers felt a
pull on one of the ropes they were lowering into small shafis leading
down into the dark.

A paper nole was then sent up on a rope from a group of 12 surviving
miners - 11 trapped in one place and a 12th trapped further below.

Since then, the contact with the 12th miner has been lost, while one of the
group of 11, who had fallen into a coma after sustaining a head wound in
the explosion, was on Thursday confirmed dead.

Mining accidents are not uncommon in China, where the industry safely
regulations can be poorly enforced. In December last year, 23 miners died
after a carbon monoxide leak at a coal mine,

In September, 16 workers were killed at another mine on the outskirts of
Chongqing, also due to carbon monoxide. In December 2019, an
explosion at a coal mine in Guizhou province, south-west China, killed at
least 14 people.

How are the miners doing?

The group of 10 known survivors are trapped in the dark some 600m
(2,000ft) underground. They are in regular contact with the rescue teams.
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Nation.

July 13, 2020

Leon Irby
PO Box 900
Portage, W1 53901

Dear Leon,

I am deeply grateful for your contribution of $10 to The Nation, made on June 9, 2020. Your
donation provides us the resources needed to cover the defining issues of our time with depth,
rigor, and expertise in this critical election year,

In 2016, we made a promise to our readers that we will not let the endless distractions of the
Trump administration and the breathless news cycle distract us from our most important
progressive priorities —the Green New Deal, free higher education, Medicare for All, immediate
climate action, and putting a stop to endless wars abroad. Thanks to your support, we will
continue delivering on that promise.

I am truly grateful for your belief in our journalism and for supporting its independence. At a
time when the free press is more important than ever and fighting for survival, I am honored that
vou make The Nation one of your giving priorities. On behalf of all of us at The Nartion, thank
you for your generosity.

Sincerely,

,_/,Q,/ﬁ ﬁ%‘ﬂ«
Erin O"Mara
President, The Nation

The Nation is not a non-profit, so this donation is not tax-deductible.

520 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10018 (212) 209-5400 | thenation.com/donate
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* The Washington Foundation

Office of the President P& pax
e 98P H§PS
February 3, 2020 s
Congresswoman i
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez RE: Leon Irby #033802A

229 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC. 20515

Congresswoman Ocasio Cortez:

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Leon Irby an inmate at Columbia Correctional Institution
located at 2925 Columbus Dr. P.O. Box 950 Portage, WI. 53801-0950 who requested
that I send you a donation in the amount of $100.00.

Please find enclosed cc #98179287497 d31 January 2020.

Thank you for your service, and please continue to do the excellent job that you are
doing. You can forward confirmation of this donation to Mr. Irby at the address

above.

If you have any questions or need further information in this matter, please feel free
to contact me at the address above or at WIﬁMﬁMhﬁ’“

Sincerely,

Rosalyn D. Washington
President & CEO
Enclosure

HEM:rdw

“There's a cold wind that blows in the gap between bopelessness and despair, which we bope to fill"
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