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PERSONAL PROFILE

DO YOU GO BY A PEN NAME? No.
BIRTHPLACE: Boise, Idaho
OCCUPATION: Teacher, retired, San Diego 1969

HOBBIES: Reading, writing, research on genealogy, science, art, theater,
music.

SPOUSE'S NAME: Robert Lee Higgs, deceased

NUMBER OF CHILDREN: I; grandchildren §; great-grandchildren 9

MEMBERSHIPS: California Retired Teachers Association, La Mesa Womens'
Club

EDUCATION: Idaho State Teachers College, San Diego State University,
Graduate study in Europe 1966

HONORS: Phi Beta Sigma 1930, Alpha Delta Kappa 1963, Degree of Master
Teacher by San Diego Teachers Association 1969

AWARDS: World of Poetry, Golden Poet Award 1989, Award of Merit 1989,
Golden Poet Award 1990, Who's Who in Poetry, Vol. III 1990, Award of Merit
1991, Honorary Charter Membership International Society of Poets 1993,
Distinguished Member International Society of Poetry 1994, Elected to
International Poetry Hall of Fame, October 1, 1996. Editor's Choice Award
1997, Editor's Choice Award 1998,

OTHER PUBLISHED WORKS: Two “Sound of Poetry"” tapes, twelve
anthologies.

PERSONAL QUOTE: Poetry, covering all aspects of human experience,
unites humanity over generations, over time and space.

SPECIAL DEDICATION: For my brother, Edwin Nichols
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Caring Hands

Once they were supple
flexible and free.

Now they are crooked and bent
like the limbs of a gnarled

old tree.
Tender hands touch the
human face.

Tender hands of

every race.
In a lifetime of service

to others.
Aged, worn hands join
To make all the world
sisters and brothers.

Verle Nichols Higgs
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Christmas Gift 1914

It was Christmas Eve. We rode in an open horse drawn sleigh over a snow
packed country road. The bottom of the sleigh had been cushioned with
aromatic hay topped with bright homemade quilts forming a snug shelter
from the bitter cold of a northern winter.

We huddled, wriggling under more patchwork comforters. There were six
of us, five motherless young children and our father, driving through a
brilliant star filled night to a Christmas party, several miles from our ranch
home. Our icy breath formed bubble brief shapes all about us.

We children tingled with excitement. The jingling sleigh bells on the
harness, the wonder of the star lighted white world about us, the prospect of
a party, combined to fill us with ecstasy. There was a short service of prayer
and beautiful music.

Then suddenly with “Ho Ho’s”, Santa Claus burst in, causing shivers and
gasps of joy. Each impatiently waiting child was given a small string bag of
candy, a rare treat in itself, but wonder of wonders to me, also a great
fragrant orange!

I had never seen an orange! The luscious fruit seemed a bit of fairy tale
magic to one small awe stricken child. No later gift, however costly, has
ever given so much joy.

Jed
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Tribute to an Angel

%‘Waﬁ little, about three years old,

A bigger six- or eight-year-old boy came
To live in our neighborhood.

He asked why I had no mother. I said,
“My mother is an angel in heaven.”
That is what I had been told.

I knew it was true. The angel always
Stood each night at the foot of my bed.
She was all in white; her wings were
White too, and huge. She was always
Silent, but to me she was a comfort
Because she was always there.
“Your mother is not an angel. She
Is dead. She is buried in the ground
And the worms are eating her.”
That is what the big boy said.
After that the angel never came again.
I felt lost and lonely for many years.
When I was twenty-three I found myself
In what I later found was known as
St. Peter’s Room. I was six months from
Death of the same disease that took my
Mother’s life. I was in the wing of the
Hospital reserved for the terminally ill.
QOutside the large window in my
Quiet room a young tree was

Growing. Often, birds perched there



Continued from page 3

And sang to keep me company.
Slowly as I rested, I began to regain
The faith I'd lost so cruelly as a child.

I regained my health—a miracle cure,
The doctors called it. Since then, many
More miracles have come my way.
Wonderful doctors who have saved
My life repeatedly. A family of my own;
A feeling of belonging, of accomplishment
In my chosen profession. A chance
To travel, to study, to try to understand
What it means today to be a global
Citizen as we all must learn to be.

I think the angel, my guardian angel,
Helped me to achieve all these things.
She has always been there.

She never left.

Tede
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Transience

@mgnitiﬂn, numbing pain

Of innocence defiled.
Resigned acceptance,
Yet faith aroused,
Writhes unconquered—
Contesting still,
Unul the final moment,
When truth revealed,

Shall triumph over
The descent of darkness.

c:![(}",::?mf, A al mfﬂz,w {'}'-;n-y,.\ A eefr 4(4&/’ m‘b},

“ ottty A pmes , ? ol 3 Al A

Lelleww, VBT Tiewt, T-'2er G L P2 roat Lo
_,fuf#&{ Wk B ou Lty . o7ty Colovenl 7 2

blr, corvlanl, ;flé-zm,; A st be Jre A ‘.2 :
Gt iy mff"‘&z | Rl

5:[%’7_). ML"E_,LE-;:F‘?’/_ E-:’P g‘—ﬁ-‘c{"‘ F/CT{v—t-’{‘ﬂ_?_; 4 %,..;-_-’f_,.—-*
’/11:'{-'-; i .-'_'_— £ | : |
x “_‘_"i{_'/ﬁhwffj._ %fﬂlﬂ?ﬁ /&77/ {:’jﬂx L
-"'.E",T/i-«*ﬁ«ﬂ &LE:_LE‘_L ¥ S s _
%{V 1:;?%' é]% :Z/&_-ﬂﬂﬂfféﬁ _,Z.ELZ?_ /’E--L?W ’
Sy "C‘L‘“—r{‘ ) "?/O"" ‘z:s_/éf_ﬁ”__,ﬂ
e . Al it Lty Mﬁz@1w%“r€
| Mﬂrz{'é-—zﬁL At / "
w _ e &M'é"{” PR - G

i3 [ Fper 3

]

e . <z (Lo



/yat-ﬂz L?d,/ggé:}/ T {i LA tL C I g T U me"«—/uﬂ-f'

J/ oA (L'//L_,H_ﬁ ﬁ/&z /Z,W_, /61,;6"‘?% %.Li.f
It Pl @ st T
//’(’f""l.:_.@_e’; {7 7@%! féﬂm

_;_/Mt&,zc-?_ﬁ %{; Ag~ 4)/"‘%,‘6 JM
e —é/"%fﬁ.iﬁ?"é-@f W 0/2,{,;, A e oL _

jﬁ&MbLf{J— e

/E’? Lets /'}'H—ﬂ-{ffl,a:_, /zlﬁ-ﬂi—f @MM A

ﬁ% Nercle tns Btos LGl B
% s 2, I  FAorend TP %
¥ Clvving, ! Lea He -

Tl
f : e Y “L{f’c’ A‘a’@ j’l—am{-{,{_g
A Ay Ot trn e itz



EL o ra L
) Y Wy Py }
._...._..,...._ .__...._.__ ..”_. P o o S N ....__.ud._u.m..ru._...q_h | ] Y

w._ q “_ ....h___J ___|r_._\..\\ |_-|____J*I.|.._..._,u|w~_._w_w\.¢ 1_._3.__,___1
o ||._J.3.I....P.,,. i u._Fuw —t gy TP s g, L " . r.-.-...-mu_

i il J:LQ hy e oA gy

L.I.__F . F e M.]..“_ ﬂ .ﬂ ...wlw.ﬂ._..._v.__ 2 A .,..._.1|..._....u. .“_._v... o .Hu.... ...“......._.,.\u J_“

hm.vsu \. \\_H..I,.r A7 m\\ .R.:_ r.“_.m_}...qlm Jum...?m.‘_\xvﬂ_...

o j\m\ﬁﬂ%m YT whd ey -...Jw\wu\ S

..|._.hu..”....". d s B i — - 1
J..\M\ p.u__a..._ g \ﬂﬁ Ay ﬂ.....-.."_.w.l\.u g ._J_.u

hh.uﬁqhu_.ﬁuN.,.ﬁﬂ }‘x u_\thf\

w_n- n\urﬂ\.v\\ th...J_..dl..__Jh_.-J 4 ju.ull._..J.u JN....qu.Ll.r.h.uu.lrhn m.........u A 1_. o
5’4

= Hﬂl.{lﬂ..\yﬁh\ ™ -wm\ilv\r.x\l_lh\lr«u_ .“.H”_ﬂm Bt -.,.-..4." e

L*

STBIE] 21424

‘M3 D SDM pud ayi 0] puatif
UDIISLIY) D LIDYDI]2IYM 2U] U]
d103s 2y Aq 4ayja30) paysiiad Ay |
‘om) psnl adom Aoy
Aupw woop pmom smauy A2y j1xa ayj Suryooy
08 0] a42YMOU PDY 243Y] SUIIIDMA OM]) 3Y |
mojaq A1afvs o1 Suojpvay paysnd ajqo ay |
AIDYD]2AYM D W] PULL SIY Ubul
AIDIS 241 Aq 4ayjado) adam A2y |

HAOT YHIVIIO ON

ﬂwmuh g, - i



