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Lo on aiyempt fo Syem the vide of prisoner \awsuits j Uengress poassed vhe
Prison Mivigarien Heform Aes C PLRA™ 40 V3% . There Wos fo Guesyion S
oy lawsuivs ferced many necessory ohonges Ao prisons Yhreughout the naviony
_out_moes Yederal jubdges were codling for onovher Yenve fo RNQluote prisener

~complainys . Ttne judges whe supporyed the possage of She PLRA believed
~ 3§ prisoners hod o fair olreroorive ; ¥hey'd ohoose Yhoy over vhe dedayed
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A to-sponser of *f.h?._’.‘I;:-lEL;_.ﬁmmﬁLijmﬂhumﬂnﬂ_{t&m.mB_hﬁm.ﬂ- staie _of
South Carcling 5 ©oimed thar vhe PLRA would “ prevent frivelous and
_ madicious lawsuite filzd by prisen omoyes .?  Ix wos odwoys wy belief
oot Sen.Tourmond wos biosed ogainsy minerivies and poor people y s

i1 Seemed unliXely t© me Yoat he had any honorable rnovives witha bill
fnai wonld impact the lives of prisoners who ore mestly people of Coler

_or poor people . —— e —— S
_ hs wie o)) Ynow , ¥he PLRA made it more difficull Yor prisoners to pursue _

~\egod Oaims in Sederal tourt ond 1 ges meaningful relied AF vhey do
_ pursue them. More than one federa) judge Wos lomensed ¥hat they had cases

_ where ¥ngy Wonted 1o _gront velief Yo o prisoner ond 1o hold officials accountable
but could net do so because the PLRA " fied their honds” . ———

_ “The PLBA mondoved exhaustion of adminisirative remedies (iie. grievonces) prior
W Pringing suit . The number of lawsuits dropped by over S0P sver the
nexs two decades . Bus thai's not becoause prisaners! problems were
suddenly being addressed through grievances . Some experts say the
_ PLRAN acrually made grievance sysiems worse . Aer the PLRA passed
_ mony corrections ggencies foised Odminisirative hurdles for comploints
_#nas hindered exhoustion ) thus moKing % more difficult to success Fully
bring spit. The PLRAA created a huge inceative to moKe grievonce
systems as complicated ond as impossible to complere properly s

They could . _
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for_protecting prisoners’ rights o bang o dwol used by corrections
ggencies to protect the deparrmeni ond s employees from lawsuits .
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Some legisiators Saw his coming . “n 1990 6 Democraiic Senotor from

Daleware foyght against passage of ¥ne PLRA. W worned yhai ¥he

bill 5 if possedy weould * unwisely fimi4 the Court's power to protect
the Constituriono) Tights of people behind bors.” “inav Senafor's.
name Wos Soe Biden « — - B I

 “Tnas_ovounch opponent of the PLRA is now President ond e pelivical

__paryy helds o maejoriiy. \n_both ¥he Wouse ond Senate - fornowe.
3£ vhere's ever been Gn Opportumiy in the \ast 95 years o vepeal
__4ne PLBA 4 s WOW Y ad even with ¥ne apporiunity on Yhe

_ toble W will not be easy. . _ :

I implore my Teilow nembers ~_oxtorneys ) \gga) Workers ) Studenis ~ X

seach aul o your \egisiwiors and cadl for repeal of the PLRR, Nou
: E.mm_ﬂa.t_&umngﬁjhla \aw has done and now is the fime to force @ conversation

aboul ¥hat damage . I N e ——

_..EE:_ Lor mu Sohlew icithouse dowyer members 5 cur yoices ynusy pe heard on
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o vesue. Our free-world colleagues who 8o somuch To hedg and support

us .,EI.E._Eur_dﬁ._‘ﬂ_ﬂl. ovore of Yhe PLRAA and the -ﬁnmngf_ W's done Jﬂn.&-- They moy

. seem ‘oerver sivunted So_apeak out aboud G pul we must speal cui also.
_ Wobedy inthis country hos been more adversely. affecred by vhe PLBA Yhon
e ond fhe_prisoners We Speax up for . TTX is our responsibiliy To )
Pﬁh.ﬁm_t%ul%_mﬁ%uﬁﬁif_}ﬂﬂjn_pmq_LM£ﬂ_ﬁF vhe PLRR .
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your Sories adoul Yimes When the PLR A forced injusyvice n @ Meritonous
_case. Ndg oointiffs you've ossisted do the some., _Give e \egislators

- req) exampies of he PLRA'S unjusi consequenceS , Ohow them wWhy

ey should act Yo vepea) the PLRA, ; S | .

M- Yerm elections are In November Q028 . TThe swucture of Congress
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