June 2, 2021 @ OSCI

Hey everyone!

It's been a minute since my last blog post for which | apologize to anyone reading this regularly.
A lot has happened and it's taken me a bit to adjust my mental state. Mainly getting myself
prepared for release in about 50+ days. | still have mixed feelings about it which | imagine is
true of everyone coming out of incarceration.

| want to get out and do well but have a lot of anxiety about dealing with the parole officer, GPS
and the registry. It's a lot of hoops to jump through. The worst they can do to me is send me
back here (i.e. locking me up again) which isn't much of a threat. I've already spent almost 22
years out of my 41 years of life behind bars and it's closer to home than pretty much any
situation I've been in. | know the rules, the people, etc and am accustomed to dealing with the
usual crap in here. Not so much on the streets,

Just having the threat of reincarceration hanging over my head (which can happen at any
moment regardless of my actions) makes everything | could do that's positive seem only
temporary. It can be taken away in an instant. Miss work because of a PO hold...lose the job,
lose the job then lose a place to live, lose a place to live then having no security or sense of my
place which would then lead to problems with the PO again. A very vicious cycle and | really
don't want to take a ride.

Well, on to more current events and things that don't make me feel so conflicted. First off, the
institution is slowly recpening. They plan on letting outside visitors and volunteers back into the
institution by July 6. That's good as I'll actually be able to go to Sweat Lodge (Native American
religious ceremony) before being released. Should help to focus my mind a bit.

I'm now fully vaccinated with the Pfizer vaccine so I'm glad of that. At least I'm now pretty sure |
won't die in here prior to my release. Takes a bit of the mental stress off of me. The National
Guard came through last week and did COVID testing on everyone. Apparently, out of 19k+
incarcerated individuals in Wisconsin, there were only 3 positive tests. I'd imagine that it won't
be long before things are pretty much back to normal.

As | mentioned earlier, I'm gearing up for release. Most of my paperwork is done and it's been
decided by the powers that be that | qualify for lifetime GPS tracking and a Special Bulletin
Notice (SBN) to law enforcement about my release. I'd image that my picture will be printed in
the local paper and posted to the county Sheriff's Facebook page as it was the first time | got
out. Good times.

| guess what really bothers me about being posted to Facebook and the paper is all the people
judging without knowing more than a one line summary of my crime that | committed 25 years
ago when | was 16 years old. | read the Facebook comments from people last time and none



were positive. | think the most positive comment was "Did he actually do 25 years in prison?" or
something close to it. | don't know the motive behind that so it could go either way as far as
perception. | guess that if people see me only as a 16 year old making the worst decision of my
life then more power to them. I've lived an entire lifetime since then.

Anyway, | still haven't gotten a call in to my parole officer. It should happen in the next few
weeks I'd imagine. That's when | get to see just how many hoops there are to jump through to

begin with. | already know there will be more than what I'm told. Hope for the best and plan for
the worst, huh?

Welp, I'll go for now. Stay safe and sane!

Solidarity,
Tony



