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Pre—kﬁ:niﬂs‘:i_ﬂn Family Cpnsultation ' .
James Riva, JT- : '
June 5, 1974 . :

Mr. and MIs..:James Riva, the identified patient James, Jr., age
" 17, =nd ﬁrnthéf-'#, age I5, ‘attended 2 famili;'meétjfng' a¥+ the
—~ecommendation of Dr. Robert Hopkins. after father had requested $on
admission to Mclean. 'DIiginallyl +the patient's therapist,

pDr. Jeffrey Greed of the Brockton Drug Center, had . referred the
"patient TO +he Beth Israel for an inpatient evaluation. The patlent
was supposedly scheduled there for -an _dmission on 6/3/74. However, -
when no bed was available, Ms. Judith Tovin social worker at Beth’
Israel, contacted Ms. Tikvsh portnoi of the Children's: Center, who

referred the CaSE +o the adult sarvice.

At the ‘hagiun'ing_ of tha sassion, Jim was Very sullen =nd both mother
_nd Mewtse® were the vocal members of the group.. However, towards the
end of the session,- Jim began to opel Up and talk ail:rcnit:hj_mself and
" his ;élatinﬁship with his mother and at the very end father became

a wvery active participant. Both of the brothers accused mothex of
being "crazy in that she has beaten them Tor many years as she |
experiences "fFrequent Temper +antrms" . Mother tends to minimize
these te_fnpar'uu:i:buz-_sts and denies having beaten the children.

. Father more OT fless"'cnr:fﬁbai:ate.é.ﬂ;a bovs. Er:mlsa*;ii:-_ns and admits
that -he beat them using his belt as a stiap -nd only stopped this
practice ~bout a year and 2 half age. At +hat time he was Dbelng

nsed as mother's +ool for carrying out her erratic efforts at
discipline. .

Jim -dates his t+roubles to the eth g*:é.ﬁe although mother sSa¥s that
even in kindergarten +here weré complaints about his behavior im
+hat he couldn't sit still =nd in the First grade he was seat to
the guidance counselor. dJim =admits to having teken 2 variety ©f
drugs for the past,éever'al'yea_ia but states that for the past three
weeks he has stnppaithis‘ practice and bec=me & vegetarian. HOWevel, :
he has not }een able to stop himself Irom stealing which he has, also
. been doing foT ceveral years and it is because of his inability toO
cnntr::l"t'lnis'impuls'a that he 1is seeking help. Jim has stolen =
- . gariety of things. In March, 1974, he stole pills from a doctor’s
.gffice in Plymouth and at that time he was expelled from the
Plymouth school systeml. He had been living «ith a maternal aunt
there since July, 1973, when We ran away from home. Since return-
ing to #the Marshfield schools where he 1S supposedly in his junior
vear, he has tzken tape recorders, = watch, etCas 211 of which =are
=+ill =2t home &5 we is afraid to return them a2s he 1is worried he



tre-Admission Family Consultation
Jemes Riva, JI- '
- Page 2

would be expelled. In Nay, 1974, .Jim and his brother, 3wk, wWere
both charged with stealing s small boat and brezking and entering
. 2~ ghed. Then on 6/2/74 ¥ ‘was catgit s£s51'ing sicke bombs from
behind the police ctation and currently both he and Heoee have
court charges pending for July 24, 1274. :

s minimized his own ctealing habits and infers that he just
does this to -be omne of the bo¥s. La_st_weeli he stols some car
speakers from Bradley's and since then has been restricted by the
police from going to +he Hanover Mall. He admits to heavy drug
ase especially marijuana. He acknowledged that the first two
cemesters of school he was nctoned” every GaY znd, ‘.ﬂze__refura,'
in=ble to function in school. Howevel, he recently cut this prac—
+ice out although he still smokes grass on weekehds. Both boys
have also taken barbiturates and LSD and insinuate that mother has
+aken amphetamines in an effort ©O control her weight problem. o

A1l eemed to agres that Jim's Dbehayvior has been very erratic and .
- he is subject +o mood swings. '

- In 1970 the patient's parents separated for three months men_father
moved out of the house. af that time divorce proceedings, were in—-
stituted and the coiirt recommended marital counseling for the
parents. They went to 2 ‘court clinic for about six weeks and then
reconciled. ILater on, when Tim was seeing Dr. Jefirey Green, he
referred them to 2 family counseling service but father claims

that the social worker. suggested he might like 2 different therapist
~c the sessions were noc wseful. These were the only two abortive
efforts that the couple made for treatment. Both Jim =nd BeEsr Dave
ceen Dr. Jeffrey Green at the arockton Drug Center off and om. Jim
+erminated with DI. Green when he ran away to Plymouth. .There he
was supposed to see Dr. Beville at Plymouth Mental Health Center buths
~ever followed through. i ' ' ‘

During the.course of +he- session, mother reported that Jim Was.
worried sbout fatler being =2 homosexual. This was guite 2 surpriss
-0 wEsem. e atnitted +hat he himself had problems communicating
with father but he nevex thought the.fatherwas homosexual. Father
minimizes any sexual prcblems but Jim iid not seem reassured about
+his worry. The parentks sex life was pot explored. Apparently

+he routine is that father Jeaves esariy in the gorning and comes
heme about 6 or 7 o'clock. He works as an alecktrical contractor..
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_é;re_-:!-lﬂmissinn Femily E?nsultatinn .
- yames Riva, JI.
" Page 3

" Mother teaches school and when she returns takes a nap in the
+ternoon:~—She then usually sees various girl friends and has-
dramatic interests... Father says that mother is fréquently out

£311 3 a.m. and, therefore, is so tired when she comes home
after school. ' & -

PIANS FOR ADMISSTON

2lthough initially quite resistant, Jim seems guite eager to.

~ come to the hospital especially after seelng the Admission ward.
He a,t:'.f-mn::wiedé'eﬂ his’ insbility to control his impulse to steal but -
‘denies his other problems ~ mentioned such as his becoming overly
excited, his useless projects, his j:eligic_-n and food kicks, etc.
#egpesy on his part is uncertain that. Jim chould came in the hospital
2s he is unsure as to just who is crazy in the family and would
1ike .t+hat to be determined. Both pareats’ want Jim in the hospital
-z the situation is out of control at home. All the members of
the family have agresd to £01low our reccmmendations and partici-
pate in Jim's treatment program as recommended here. They were
fold that the length of stay would depend on- the initial evalua-
tion here but that in all 1ikelihood, regardless.of how long

* Jim stayed in the hospital, -the éntire family should be-involved

in continued treatment. :

Gpolda M. Edinburg, ARCSW
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2. Hmﬂ& ‘of homicidal or violent hal.mﬁiur tl;lwérti. athers: history_of placing others'in fear of vi'qlant behaviorand

serious physical harm:

3.  History of being unable ;ﬁ protect or care for seif in the community:



