INTERDISCIPLINARY , 6046 HSSB. UC Santa Barbara

Humanities Santa Barbara, CA 93106-7100
CENTER admin@lhc.ucsk.edu
October 9, 2024

Mr. Michael Singh, T22165

RJ Donovan Correctional Facility, A4-126
480 Alta Road

San Diego, CA 92179

Dear Mr. Singh,

Congratulations on your acceptance to the Foundations in the Humanities correspondence
program, offered by the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center at UC Santa Barbara. We have
included the first assignment for the Foundations I course. Please review the course requirements
in the information sheet and complete the pre-course survey. As per the requirements, send in the
survey and your first assignment within one week of receiving it to ensure your spot in the
course. If we do not receive these materials by November 11, 2024, we will assume you are not
interested in participating and will send you no further assignments.

Sincerely,

Susan Derwin, Director

Foundations in the Humanities
Interdisciplinary Humanities Center
University of California, Santa Barbara

UC SANTA BARBARA www.lhc.ucsb.edu T: (B05) B93.3907 F: (805) 893.4336
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Foundations in the Humanities I
A correspondence course offered by the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center
University of California, Santa Barbara

“Foundations I: Introduction to Literary Studies™ is the first course of the Foundations in the
Humanities program. The goal of this correspondence course is to introduce students to works of
literature. Each reading presents situations in which fictional characters confront and respond to
significant life situations and challenges of universal relevance. Reading and responding to
questions about these literary works enables participants to expand their insight into themselves
and their society, for the purpose of building better lives in prison and after their release.

This course consists of six units. The content of each unit is a poem, short story, excerpt from a
novel, or an essay, and a worksheet with questions about the reading. The completion of each
unit requires reading the text, answering each question in paragraph form, and returning the
worksheet to the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center at UC Santa Barbara, where it is read and
evaluated by a university instructor. The worksheet and evaluation are then returned, so that
students may keep their work and the instructor’s feedback as a permanent record of their
participation.

Answers to assignment questions must each be at least 200 words. Participants are expected to
return their answers within one week of receiving each packet of materials. We understand that
there are delays in the mail. We request that participants complete and mail each assignment
within a week of receiving it.

The program does not offer college credit. Participants do, however, receive a certificate of
completion attesting to the fact that they are actively pursuing an academic program.

Sincerely,
Susan Derwin, Director
Foundations in the Humanities

Interdisciplinary Humanities Center
University of California, Santa Barbara

UC SANTA BARBARA www.lhe.ucsb.edu T: (B05) 893.3907 F: (B805)893.4334
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Questions: iﬂu{ﬁfi}‘?ﬂj—
1. The first line of the poem mentions Mercury. Mercury is the Roman god of travelers and

messengers. He is depicted as wearing sandals with wings on the heel-straps that let him

‘fly with arrow-like speed and make fast getaways. What connections and associations is

the speaker establishing between the basketball players and the Roman god, or larger than

life figures more generally? What other words, phrases and images build upon the traits

associated with Mercury?

L]

‘ " .r ! ] ]
2, Desc:ril?f: the environment. people, and situations on and around the basketball court. Is
this an indoor or outdoor court, and w : it |

= Lr
F. 4 . ' 2

Who are the spectators? Who ﬂr’mMurmﬂmﬁﬂm?'. - we leamn
about this neighharhoad and the% ; ils?

» -
3. The language of the poem doegTwo (hings) it paints a picture of the game, and it makes
j.: the reader feel what it’s like ta he a part of the game--the momentum, the plavers’ moves.

the interaction among the plavers. Give{l]_ﬁ&_exm___p_]@af wérds or phrases that draw you
into the game and discuss what each of them evokes in you. Then, consider the form of

the ' - ; 1v] ines (long or short?) and the lavout
of the words on the page. Attempt to connect these formal elements with aspects of the
game being depicted.

4. How do you interpret the poem’s last phrase: “we knew we were Beautiful &
dangerous”™?

3. There are references to activities and ob; in the poem that have nothing to do with
baskethall. Identilf‘ these(elements)and discuss how they contribute to the
meaning of the poem.

6. Notice that the speaker is writing about an{earlier time in his lifa.rWhal kind of story is he
telling himself and others as he looks back and reflects? ¥as il & pood timeyn his life? A
(badfimey Why? What aspects of the poetic language tell us something about {vho)the
speaker isfhow,)as he writes the poem?

Mail your answers to:

Foundations in the Humanities Program
Interdisciplinary Humanities Center
6046 HSSB, UC Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-7100
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