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Mom s death Aoy was Tuly 6™, 2 days ago, and X chase ot
ke | P Write , I was down, of course — /5 always @ tough Hme. Called my
Mam L Dad ! s/stert and had Messageh seat f my brothers , whs brth Jindly acknwiedjuf
S0 Gangsia! Lef i :'_'__/___J them. Speat a bk of pime ﬂ,mkﬁﬁ of how much Hme has nois passed Slncg

Mom did the same. 12 years. I+ really docsat even make much sense.
How can 13 yews of ANYTHING have qone by already 2 Much lecs, that T Zn any case, L didnat
write. The day of Mams death it the :jhlr«}' of & prefty intease SHing of povierful milesbone memories
A my Jife. Tolay, TJuly 18%, is Darrells birthday, of courfe . Z#5 always one of the very Woitt for me .
T hsdd fteunde. draang Jast night- Darrell Wisat in thom, but Mom was, ad $o Wat my Cot... or mayhe
Come &nmﬁyml ﬁrmm;cﬁpe, Mjﬂilamc,mhan of variout of my Lalt. ma}ﬁﬂ?r# She (nwﬂ’r all my Cats have
Uied the the/her pronsuns) She seemed +o be Waldo, which makes sange. gince Waldo wag the last in a
lany line o Fohine loves in my life, pius Shes the one Who Mom fusk +o 5o sheonghy 1n the end. Dad
'H"?.r evn, but he really wasnt ’Pﬁ.-“i' of |ast f‘l'ﬁ"ﬂ"f fubtenseiaus adventurest at all, Point 15, Whlde wits
Well~loved and mest feent, yer T shangly sonted Hhat thic dregm cat albo had dements of Meows gnd her
marher, CT, All three had ¥he Same qroy /Wiﬂ'ﬁ/ﬂfnpi- {..&Iaﬂ'nﬁl more or less, asd all had farfddm'ar{y
¢ lase relapionships With me, s well ag Shariag similarly fﬁtﬂit ends. Waldos ead 1 don't oven rea lly
knaw, et that wEder My own f»ff.a.i"n} Mam ﬁm{H;.,f yook her ﬁrh'?r in, FWFI A6 o Sort of fi?{"*”:"‘f"' FWH},
for me , and I like b tink ek iF Walds mitsed meat all (45 always hard 4o say with cats, enes those
Clasesy +o fw) Fhe Mams !lﬂﬂc‘!j—ttﬁlﬁf(.ﬁt. Ll diujpi-:m of her May have eased -ri.uﬂg, for both of them in My
sbjene. Rut then Mem died., foo, and Walde was sory of re-ahandoned ﬂ‘!nugjh then my dad
$ fepped up and ared for the (at more than T d really expeched . It Was Fouching. Like Moms rela~
Fonthip B0 Walde afid my loss, T thiak Dad s celahonship to her become a Sort of Lr-'.—.fﬂa +o help him
deal With Moms loss. Ard then Dad died as well, but for Weldor purpstes | that mattersd aot a bit,
4% he had @lresdy le€t Palmdale —and Waldo— Ssme years before. He later bold me be regrotted
Hat, ."awmj Yoo anll va«,-’ncfl, but it was done. O howe Wwent ints Grechsure after hed abundorcd
ik, aad new swnert watwally came along , ard through all that, have ne idea how Waldo survived,
or For how ?mﬂ. A+ any rate, it Safe +o fay Shes dead row. T, resiited A3umirg it For years, but
I first fond hor Cor she me) in Winter 2004 or Jog5 TH5 now Kummey 2024y 52 Shed be ot least
19 lh Years old pow, which segms E—{f;lf..—.:d.:H}.- wlikely for a fwi e ~4dbindoned ¢tray outdoor tat. T h"y"‘f
owr dewent and kind Neighbiry —We had Such a Set on either $ide — spted Hr give her Some food
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6rd & modicum of Shelbes or Safbe Space .

Sa, that was my Walde. Meow and (T were the catr of my pre-tee Hhrough Feenade
yeawy., T Juesdy CT came .ﬁll.mﬁ when T was gbout [0 Yedrs aiﬁi, when I chose her Gom a [7Her My Do <
friend was 4iving Away at an Oxnard bar called BoTorgies. Long story short, She came home with
me ﬂrr.-w e, had a Jitter o jai Hreng hﬁ-ﬁ’dﬁ from 1hich we kqﬁ' one — & i.imr'.’a:r;"}.r colored a-{"{_?{/ld{.;fe/
bl gde Lat, only $he wae hnﬂ haired rather than ghort. I called her Meow.

While Meow herself was $h1l very yound , ln fact, betore all har litter-males had found hames ca
abtacke) my iU, whe hersel £ wias pregrant at the Hme . She and my brother-in-law had come by
o visit one day, to pick me up to 4o Aird hike riding and fatebully, they browght their deog, @ black
lak Aamed §Ldrk?r. CT caught the tﬁlﬁﬂ Jusk 4 they exited Hhe side ydﬂst_, where. .rhz).fy fﬁi‘iﬂd the
open qarage Side door, where CT$ kithens lved, CT lawnched herself at the much, much bioger
animal | whe WA now !ﬂﬁnﬂ hedd up ’oy Ais heash and collar 4 £end Geak o€ Hhe 3faund as my brether -
in-law Hried +o L him above the ﬁnﬁfﬁughf- FPoor- fkﬁrf(‘y‘ hed no ides what ks J\Aﬁ'?mm& — Eirst hed
bean ambushed by a tornado oF claws and tegth that hjosdied his muzzle; then he was hotsted Into the
air by hic magter as Well ag hig neck , surely choking as he writhed at the end of his Jeash that Aad
Suddenly become & noose . It was very Sad pnd not a e J-brrl'(::u’/:ﬂ-

Well. My $1$ter ahays good hearted; decided | 4y +o wmbort CF geler the attack cat had
bolhed back into the el +o protect her brood . ﬂfm}réc, it Wal dn ack of Mobherly fpf&i‘W?
Charlote m.-ﬂH have £elt Some iASHALHVE kl‘nf-h:'rﬂJ or juik a mwiamﬁ 5}’/’}9@&}5 for Hha .tﬁﬂrrs#-‘veefy
profechve Mama ¥, Since she Wag $o close o §iving hirth Aersedf., Eivber way, i+ was a Jovely
qesture but atrocioug judﬂmmf-_ P-H'S-‘U)- e ore couldve Sa Cly ﬂjp!arm.g,,j..e,i CT in those adirvasling
ﬁm‘l:ui Mmoments afrer the gHrack, bak i £ dnyane at 4l could ﬁqum, i Wt Fnhu?, only me , wﬁg;g;},
MF-"“; buf ﬁé#‘i'ﬁfh!?' net this .’ﬂrﬂﬁy VAFAMI Lar Auman Whe 4l50 had ;mr—hrz,d Wwith the ﬁu‘ry black
threat. Charlibe held ot & Sheet oF paper tourel, (foary Fecognizing the cak wis MoF Gafe Fir
inferaction, yet Shl i B lwfiu her calm down and see that exeryfhing wug ok, ZF wis the

best of 'If""'PUlHLL The Faf-;r towe! wai $lied in Hhe clegnet 5!—-‘“&{3‘” hae rij.l-.:'- dovn Hne middle
{ﬂ;:ﬁ Cowall it) anywing, buk memary V¢ {:.nnw,ﬁ 1+ it mLaLI? my th Mol rnf]jw‘ in regf h‘lfg); and
With the Fowel, & clean $hice right over Charlovkes hand. The blocd Flowed immediately, uad a new
grisr¢ was born. My Mom, who ¢ Charloes Mam :}a‘mmﬁ the froteddive Mother Conventrion and
S?ﬂi‘iﬂ‘j ink athon, *Miinj to her wounded &fﬁfﬂ'nﬂ (h»‘q, 0¥ courte, was alss carrying hee uabera
ﬁﬁﬂ#&h-‘ﬂ)i ‘F-'Hl’fy fvﬂjm#-nj whateases Fmﬁww intHnet Ched ﬂrfﬂimr’l’y Leit 2 €I, her )ﬂﬂw‘lﬂ'ﬁif
Sons cat éad a minor Member of the family hercelf .

T dont recall what all wiss $4id in vhy nest A0-30 minubs before we had my dick bike ard
qea packed and Vot for the toack, but T Saem ko recall Fm‘:,,ﬂ weasy , like Mom qgﬂ?' have
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threatened Some achan waingt- my C3, I really cant Say . All I know Gor absolutz Cerdain is
Hhat When we.jaf é;;uri: A Fﬁwﬁaw}' Jahrj my caf wag 4one . Mem had called ﬂ.gﬁams{ o come
Pfﬂk her Wp. I, of cowte, was Ingtently & Sobhing , F{-rtd;hfnj Wreck of devasiated Sufﬁﬂﬂa .
I had never Ged¥ Sueh loss yetat that 2q¢e and For it & be Compounded lcry the ::va"uﬁe,a‘mmﬂ
Sense of hoteayal, the preachery of My own Mother... i 148 & fough 008 . Lon sure T raged and
Fanted, but T dont really recall any of that. My next clear Mmemory 15 laying cutled 4p on my
bedroom Eloor, crying inconsolehly ag I hold onto Mesww and +old her vhatever o fen year old might
Fry hJIJnﬂ a kiten about the [0s¢ of her mother. I recall that $he didat Seem +o appreciate the
gravity of the days enents, and T wisat sure vhother that wos ook or badk. U unked a0 ally
in my ander, but of tuntz L hadnt wanted toy more pain, Aot For anyone .
L dont remember vhen or how T came Lo er.'w, any of the human f&s.ym in this dirama. T
SWe tha Himgfesme was Short ] Short Lor Fpnﬂium;! but not $0 Short o sadness. That one ;Mﬂgm{
for yeart . I shill feel it boday, Somedimes, The cruel conseguunte o¢ 4 parede of horribles,
but With Ao eane rg.ah;y deserving ob @y jrsm** blame.
Mo E—*Jmfvﬁﬂy n‘po.*ajiza ¥ I‘E::«?jn.';.mﬂ ¥hat she had _P-f'ﬂ&-‘d!afy acted doo Fﬁiﬂfy. Fhe ,-.i.:cef{-e:i
chary Wi £lways that Shed reacked with hor own 1atente Matherly emoHon o ,;:_./'Ja.rrﬁu*zg:f thread, 1o
the ldes. that CF Wnt Capoble of cuph feline viclence, an with & human baby on +he way, Hhe risk
wis just o0 graat. But the toai wik, we all kntw € risat vl Kle, Ske was Jusk protective. S'Em’:}a
wias The Second .-:Lnf] Shed dispatihed fivm hor Kome turf, the Firsk L.-,.-‘rj my othar §rsters ?'Wﬂj /OH
bull, Motley. Or was it Choppet™ She and her hushand ab the ime had o, Girly close frgeter,
A“?Wﬂ-;h abseat any Canne encrsschment; CT vl docile and r’uv-'tsﬂI 1o Hreat o any Auman, I dlways
knew Moms decision do exile her Widg I’z;i} thin FDH ,C,,ar!? l'a!—-‘w!; that pn Jome |eved the mpfivabion wias
retributisn for Injuries done Wat dﬁ;,r Father than a dliﬁpﬂﬁr;ﬂm{'{ assessment of bLudwre risl . Mom
WS p-ﬂl?i' hwwan , oF uite, and ¢he absolutely fauld; les jd,},r"..ﬂ?' o6F ¥ hundle. That wis ne Selret,
SH underziaugd that she also PWLAH?' —almog Certainly — leally A1d fear the threat of our Mﬁfﬂfﬁ"
Frack rewrd for congidecable violency i€ only in VeRy Particalar c.rn:m;#ﬁqa,;), ard T kasws she
qenuinely regretted. Apmfﬁ Cx to a probably very vneom Forfﬁéiaf Conbused, €rightened, and I
Suspeck g;jﬂ,-;,mﬁ?, Gorshortemed 1. Mom realized shed overreacked, T clearly percaved
her $incere. Temorse, and to whatever exizat her ackong were prepelied by animosi by Father than
Sober judiciovsness, T beliove that iatcheted up her guilt by én ordec of magaitudy. fom aluays,
alwnys had = beart; aluays hed Compassion. She had all the emobons, each In congiderable
messure. Sometimes that caused moral inconsistency and conf fick,
Findlly, then, that brings us 40 the [451 of the grey fabhies, my kitly Meaw (ko oihuslly
tame botween CT gnd Wilde)., Whet bhetame of hor” Nrqui»S ﬂﬂﬂd f""-ﬁ-yéz the worst let oF
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Hase three Wl-Cated Eelines.

Meorw \ids 4. Hue :’chﬂ- termer in my life, |atng from |ate prepubescance until My
early adulthaod. She metall my closest Fiiends in my Hisk life , from Ches Otz 4y Mike
Scheppelle) Dacrell, ard Nolan, L beliwe She was 4 or 10 year old st the end , ond untike
Waldfn_, I was with her the whole dime. .. rﬂwﬁi« in Gn unlp.’sﬂmli? atenuated Fashion in the
Final monthg oF both our lives | when 1€ 14 aot begn s0 artiGually disianseg, mayhe shed have
fived o Gull, nabura| Cats Iife, ansther S 4o 8 yesrger fo. Libe Walds, though, Mooy wiss
destred +v lose me o the unhoaded \iciousness of humins, even if she had lived v see

vy demise .



