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L need +v say, betory h.mnj the abolute ead of Mevws Shry, #ut my

mask vivid. Memoried of Hat cat are alis the most ﬁﬂmﬁnﬂly awbel, As T

| wrobvin the lask part, Meow was part 2F my hfe Gom late childhsed o carly
0dulthood, roughly 10-19. har ZII il pow I beheve Tic writhen o bit ahout hefore in thes journal,
G (k8 somithing T dont like v think or talk & ot shout AL

-Fw- me, ﬁifﬂnj':: fh?{ Vr};{.g,rgﬂ' .!_..n...p.:,,l&,?- Fﬂr’ e F{Hﬂ ilﬁ-& Suﬁﬂﬁ'cd.
My parenis moved out of the hame I graw yp in wWhea T /it 19 I also had +o mave out because
i

T conslllst aftar) my portion of the rent. Gury Stayed bekind though, snd he kept & Solid link behween

waf{- I\E,i"' fJ'IFE ,.':F r ‘IP-BFIMJ_ pF- Aﬂi‘?ﬁ fj‘nﬂ'“f-'

me and my Teal home.. Se much rhat vas !ﬂulf of my lite remained. in that houte (56 much of My life
WAL that howge), minus my parets, 0 cute. Moo wis one Thing that slayed there Wnth Gary,
Very much keeping home hame. (Purr, the maniscal black kitten Durrcdl and T had reseusd Foom thee
bucheg nf.mﬁ & Welic F&fﬂa Arive - Arough, Wwith skl there too, hot shes & hole other f;hr}h
I dont Tecall whather Meows chronic Vajury Lirst oconrred vhile e all s#itl Inved in f’hz_.}-.“,ie o iE T
develdoped shortly sfier our d:‘ﬁfpu-;im L Rate v adoit thak I Suspeck 1+ was the former , 45 that hme
Frame only exjends the Haveghy asd degpemi My shame. Either way, ab Some paint T noticed that my
Meowser —owser—wioo—woe had blood on her tf;-a.-,f'),ﬂ.:i.w. I didat Phink. much of b aF First she
WS An active owtdoor cat dnd Wounds ’F“l}’ff’”; Lut after o Weeke or $o 1+ hegame gﬁ’riﬂ-anigx#aﬁ 5
Meows fmwnﬂ qua;{f Pi‘i-fp”ﬂ*r on my Shirk each dgy 4 She 3f‘+1m414i me From hee Eaveri e Fe.rﬁi
Aear the Fronk door, rmﬂ-.'ﬂ out From Vhe planter ledge Where she often S4f, Slept or just
waited Gor 6 human +p come led her in. L began Fo think | Tesw, that seems }‘Ji-'i\ . Why isnt 1t
?Eﬂf’ﬂhrrw‘ over”? Hmhﬁ
Evmmu\, I overcdrme My ,s’::,mu.;}?, Weak (homach For jﬁi‘i E-ﬂmqﬁl-\ o flm‘* Meorw in The Sinje and
Clear her pave. Rivay € red Can down the drsin, &long with 4 Jokof dirt and 3&1%1 that had caked
0N o ({gﬁa?) the wound . As much a8 I cared ond Winted Ho help, I wthmately just couldnt ”Arﬁ
N M I needed iv 1o See What Was deuly going on Adown there. Tve sover heen ok with Sezing Form
£losh, Blood wat bad, but meat ... no. I realy cant. Stll, bor Meow, I Hoied might'ly, and
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I yras f—"wrl},f sure T4 succeeded ia ula;:nmj up her rﬂ.ﬂﬂaﬂ pan about ag iell as could bedone .
Then T Hied 4o hwﬁﬂf e Meow 15 & cat. That bmﬂ,{ﬂﬂﬂ fishd: Jiis Phiaw one il T
tleangd ond Lmdaﬂad her M lHple Fimes ovgr Fie Fwﬂawmj days, always .;,gfuu.f.‘j he naturaf
hm!if-ﬁ to dnlee over L2900 gad Telive me o the unpleasant tatk. Owt every 51455,,3 Fme She
jrwi-gﬂ My, Paws to thect ostside the front door ... bliod. Sometimes a hik ol bilssd, §A..,j.,¢+
wasnd bealing , and I [mjm ko asgumne this way simply the burden of & cat \h, prefemed the
surdoors , yeb I alss baow phet thet Louldnd Ix?.:& right. Caks heal , indsors or out . They
srent lepers. T was o hnﬂﬂ‘ a’;wnﬁ 1A sur hame by thi¢ point; just Shopping by a fers Fimet o ek
B Well; T Aoit entacly know why, Feally. Za lege pact o visit Mesw, T guess. L shll hed
pleaty of shét in the ald howie, but My joam wes empty, rensvated (-':H e holes 1n the willy Lpere
patched up , the door .Jli’f\j-E& reaire) snd. broken door Fﬁflﬁmfjn,.); and 500 +o be Fented out. My
Shu€f \wig Tedocated o the Faften 1a the garige. Sometinos T ame o pick up His or Fhat do Fréas -
F}‘“"‘ Yo Mo M Moo in a howse Jut & fFeav blocks AWy, but *“Wff"fpr T ume back El'ﬂpiy Mufe
i+ Was hae . My Soul was Shil Yhere, D day T knocked myself put ﬂubﬁmj e hike frick
in the $hreek. .Lﬂant bad Lanimssion , Seme Vacerabizng on my Qs,,;g_ L was 1‘:1-1-;; beaded bk T si5)) bngans
whi T vt and whore I wis... X didot 4o v My new howse v Tetaverr. - Went home, instead. bhere I
e b ) the Gamiliar bathtub 1a vhe i iar Eafﬂr‘wm! a:n'h..:.hnﬂ my wits.  Point s, L ﬁ%”’y
Fekurned +o e house Whire Meow still Jived, and every hime, Zd find bloody little tacke on #hoe
Lonurthe, Somebmes even 00 the linolown in the Kitthen
Tt wiad ﬁna.cl al Gary Whe eventually came b the rescue, The paepehasily reappeasing enidence
of engping Howma wil inmm'pa‘hlef 50 Gary, Wwhodl aken charge oF my Childhood home as my Parents
gag L alandoned 19 finally +sok c,i-uarﬂa. of e our Furr?f -ﬁw!y Mermbers ‘r.-faﬁéwnﬂ!fw. He
£hrengly Seadested I tke Moow o the vet (m— Sirongly o4 he eNer hﬂﬂﬂéhd daything ony Wiy ; he
slmott unfanlingly polite and humbly Ae€urential 1y me and everyone else in our houge , even though
th wat his caniribubion that likely kept my fmily aflat in Venbura for o yearor hwvo .-’ﬂnjer
Phan we ;:.wld:m mmﬁﬂui Without ;,,-,..D veo but I Just Adid~y heve the Maney - He aid hed
Poy. T wias graketul. CHll am, Tl sy Coal a debt do Phat mdd.
Onw we qot Meaw s the clinie, {he was immaﬁmhﬁ}v Gl‘d-ﬁ"'"“ﬂﬂ wWith G “hrn /m.d: which
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it ¢pmne H-uﬂ,j Father worse than a mere et g aﬂﬂﬂﬁ — more ke o ciweh cushion Wwith +he r'-s‘u.ﬂfﬂ"ﬂg
bﬁmihﬂ out - Lf wal & womad that would neaer heal 04 e cvn ) ot J'?Hiﬂ'-d fw""ﬂ“}'- Thanks +o G'ﬂ-'}/,

my ki H-)r gjﬂf Exed ”Hb; ond I £olt |ike absolute z-hj shit for hﬁ\""*"j 50 Shupid "F}" JeFt her in Such

an awful Candibion Lor so lo And then, J:ue-yaﬂﬁi the ﬂ'w'H of all Fhat, Hhere ... el Zen ot gure

what 4o call 1+. I was f-lr'v-‘y, like, Literally , overwhelmed ot e Sight of Meow ﬁ;,H-,'ﬁ in that
little Kenne ) .gﬂe,j Dlw-ri?r mxﬁcwnﬁ Me +0 apin vhe doer and erﬂ her home 14 my arms, but T had Ao
FealifHe Lhalce but 4o leave her r-’ﬁH' there  Sedred and ¢lone, in ddition |5 the f’”LﬂJ:rlE-' pein she
was in, Thee wiak mrﬁmﬂ more T evuld do For ber — #his Herrible Siate lfﬂﬁ_f_ what L could dn;
it Wig the Fight ﬂaﬂ;.. bt what Mmutk She hawve rﬁavﬂhk’?? It wits all X could do 40 hotd back

my fears, which T Aid anly helauie G—a_ry wif there, énd the stafc oo, and T Foews I s Lynj
& biv rdualons. Dravade. T bl 6 Sy 'h.ﬂ,},- it M me $o hard. T Gtess iFs a degp ﬁ'm.hJ.‘,;Mﬁe

inherent, intinchual harred of Confinement . At that Hme, $hllonly School had $tolen vy own Reedsm
(ui.u,i. Wi enauji-n!'), but I had afwﬁvf} been J{\Il.pt:rr!.en;;h'vﬁ 1o rhe rdea of aryone fﬁv/nﬁ F:""'}M ‘:ﬁﬂ‘
I just Seemed 6n) weoneVable ruelby o Me, ad enen 48 ¢ young child Id sieuggled with hard
emotiont ag I saw the shackly Wit yai busses ff“ﬂﬁfﬂﬁf"ﬁﬂ prisones Kom my School big L..-fniau,
€n rowle 4 My OwWA VEFIA of Prison, I+ made Me a bit Ndusevus, Whea T weds about ‘;'}rw; old
2 b my dad v 3ailed , arA T vsg bevken inside . They were only fo Keep him for & Week or
Two, ard he went L}: his own choice! (ﬂm.@mna A SHat a’nj.m’ J—«p;puy;,ﬂ 7Y ALY Ao :‘:ne.)j i
That i’t'rf'tﬂ‘i make |t ﬁhr Mﬂ-ﬂ‘ o Me, IF “"""?’H""I"f]; it was harte, Z¥snof fikse T f‘ﬂ,._,.jh.& Lg L5
Aeel m""“"j home, or +that T lldn} Contedve of @ hﬁcﬂ' ﬁm-.:.: af My Mann ‘:e,af' a:lﬂf*;ﬂ“rﬁ-'nﬁ ni;, i
Adat mabiee +o Me 1 F IF wiag oaly ar one hour! #-""1}" dad doesa't Abf'mj J'JJArL P,E;Q;apf“_
T was fiarrujhl-r Pl'i'if.&i, filled wath ??M old i',-.ﬁ[ﬂmi-;aq on A .:mH‘d»ﬁe ab He :&ddefﬁ'r Subhuman
Tactoking whe dared confine my Fathar. .. L hed coereed him info this ﬁwf&--wlmhry Stmibe
of debatement, 5.;.‘_ yes... I Seq sl thal v Loavey My !'mj ond dﬁ;}drmﬂ?r untudored J{;fﬁﬁﬁy
of Contempt or Cages , even Commonplice ek carriens to eApiain LJ.?- My ;’m\,,-hﬂ Moo there ,
sﬁg.rinﬁ At g, MW & P.I"ﬂnmz.r as well ac My wvichm after endurinﬂ Months of Pnumfﬂéfﬁ qu@"rf.ﬂj
Jeft me Such & wreck nside. And comg of My Wretked - ness came oub #t.nl"dd-?u Tom abruid.
That “"lﬂ':-u}n}pgr-lip ?A}##&J t’-ﬂmrdemuy, rham;f A mmy held 7t »J-uﬂw_ A few pracked- viiced
Ml':ii and. vhe hot ‘.r*"'“ﬂ of unshed 'Hﬂrﬁj Mot Muth Mole. Th g Mastly g Iﬁﬁrﬂiﬁ.fﬁiﬁ-iﬁi}{'ﬂﬁ;;ﬂ.

The Kind that periips long~Familiar putt can $enge .
So. Fast Gorward. Meow is haaleg id heslthy, Parents are estpblished 1n falmdale, a/

thtir 54 moved out aftu many Hips over many monthe. My hfein the New howse down the ad is Hﬁdnﬁ
ok, ang my wisi i o the old howse become fower. I ¢%ill had "H,PM“LHIII'*')' For Meaiy, Luyiﬂj her od
Lich wWeek £ not Gehally F'ud-’j her MySl€ more than once or it  Game manthi Passid | thes came
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Wwhat Brisn -‘L'f'ﬂllrdn?r ard L row Mefec 4o al *v"ai}/“"" I+ ias +he %}nninj ,;.F.m?r erd. Withia a
manth of D‘?}AL Id E@xjm';mi m;v;.:ﬁf, Lﬁ:‘.‘:’ﬁ.ﬂ dut ﬂﬂfy Mhanke 4o +Hhe [ove a,m:f sty - My

5;.;%+ AFHT .rh{- wrg_;.k_ Hal {mui J'F‘kf- d 1{1;” ?’ﬂﬂf I?F. é-"f/‘l"ti Mf-j'ﬂ#,. I M'} bfmﬁffﬁ--. i ﬁﬂu!ﬁiﬁ‘-'f
SHoy — home witsnt home- dnymore, T exhansted the ligk of available couchos brom Friendit and Fﬂmfl"}z', and

Sovm T Witk buck with my Parents, now vp in the falmAdle dogert. T stll vient vo Venrra a lof once a
Wesk. or 0Fken more; 1+ WAL Jutt dn hour énd 4 half drive. I visited Meow and Gary, kﬁp& her fvad

;hpi'e‘d; but T gaw my ﬁ*“"}' ragh, Much less . Che Wit ofFben nouhere +o be Gund When I :‘:’Hﬁ%’f &y. z
don’t recal| the deily, but there came o Hme T Aignt see het at il for many days In a row, ad nedther

did Gory. T ot wrried, Ta mrud?r experienced Some Vandalisom of my cac snd uﬂl?p Jooks fror old

Atgpmintnies, & sonal] $tring of eddenents , /ike ;},,,,.ﬂ Watthed, illovied... Meows dissppeoronce felt wrong

inthit condent . T asked our naﬂhfwrﬁ AV dny wWord of & Meow ﬂﬂ“*' ] god In foge,ﬁfa% of ::d-w:iﬁ-‘ﬁ

Loeha ‘emible Joud. Mf Nearedt ﬂﬁﬂhgﬂﬂ. Sameone T Hrusted y)-ﬁg a lot, felt Sure hed Seen Meﬂhﬁ, her
Lﬁtf‘?‘! in the ﬂuHr:r :.in'.;mj the stoeed We liVed gn T made no Sende — Meos WaS 80 0utidoor, front }’ﬁ‘-""ﬁf
Lot for neacly & deiade . As P20 as T feraw, shed pover veaturgd Ik the sheeek b all, imd rarely even
nese ity How corld she gt hit by & car? T+ fidot add wp. hhen I got AME—, My Nea Lm}, In Palmdate,
Z celledd Venhu Cowby Aaimal Conteol @bout Foakil] pickups on my Street. They werent entirely sure, buf

though that yes, there had been one plkvp rewntly . The "tarcass” Was no !anj,;,r- avarleble do view .

I wié devastated, T Su,sfe..:.g'-f_d murder — SHll do. No one ﬁfﬁmﬁrcf could be an?l of & fx.ﬁ"F
Aozen !ﬂﬁ'-?fhp__r Mayhe A or 3 most i'-’kd).-. Id Wanted 0 See (£ shed bhan Art (E.ﬁfﬁmf ﬂndy) or mnyér.
me"famz,d. Byt I never even fund out 1€ iF s 4chuslly hew, or i any cat kad Fuly beea Found i
#he ﬂuHﬂ- at all. feqlpizj like ooy nuﬁhha.—f Make. mfﬁ#h.s‘, or even falercate infe '_jq.s#—r,l-a Aave the anfivery
Gomeane |4 fwhrj for. Al of this sk fl hevats ME, eafen J—-m'#:f. L’?éwwuﬁ},_

Today, Tily 8%, (s Derrells Lirwday. Hagpy birthday, my 4tend. I cle s Cosies £

Cream Ht:rihe.;,r har In your honore I Femmem Fhey were a fawrite of Yourz, nat above g &M{fdﬁtﬁ,
but skl vp there. T always acsused yoe of having boring taste in condy bart, remem

2 "

P Jdoalin -"llﬂ‘f:-J
a root beer, vhich I dont reslly recall as o Ggwrive oF yourt hut goct o fecls ke one you lked 7 Lpd,

pvy choices dre limited #hese A, Zd fike 4» have hed fmmg? WA/Lh I definitely Temember 65 one of
~our I-ﬂzb dﬁnkh or fwre.

O July 4’5”‘; not Moms .IJI'FMA?» Er*;.r by megng but Cartainly & dl.?' i th .li'-.E-l"#ﬂ e d mmif i 3
ate & small piece of Hershays Special Park. She loved those.

Fﬁmdﬁr Momg Mewwt ... Tm pf‘oH7 emohonally exhavited now. L Jove m) M35
}Hﬂ (1 Very, Very Much .



