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Imﬁjin:,: Ten howt on a. prisen bui, bourd at +he winsts, "“"""#; and
ankles, dressed In a digposable paper Suit and open-toed sandals, Sitting
en & narrow, Mok~ hord seat gad ;?m;hm{ inty a $ort o€ human meatloaf
made From dorent 0F perveus, Sweaky men E-ﬂdw'm‘? the Same degradation,
chaing and shackles A"‘ﬂﬂ;"‘ﬂ dafl_y inte S0t Flesh and Iadjfﬁ Pdmﬁ-f& a.jamﬂ-
hard bone While +his whele serry circus bharrels down Y50 miles of
.‘nrmufa freeway from fr'wdm-m to mid-afternson

Thats & typieal prisoa Hansber 1a California, and I leathe i+ S0 much

et eorted o vislente Just Yo avoid that spetial hejl. And the physical misery of it is just

Lve

Hhe Hp of Hhe r't:ﬂerﬁ o WS alio o wh‘am”} jﬁrﬂﬁ ey lp;?.;,lu.u'ujjmﬂy dﬂiinhsj perience, lmdnﬂ hauled
ﬁ-,ruujh the world you oML Lzrinn&ul_ o, Juii-* MH n.u.l:.,?.r Lovm normal humans ja LAl ore ’ME.- e,

Gome Hmes yust Ful'amxy ﬁwaPlaLg; you ﬁaﬁsm!-mf betore the state Stale Youwr life. A thia layer of
shaat mekal and glass, 4 by sertwny borh ..o So litle materal] separabing syou from the world wou ke,
Joved., gad desperately Wink back — but its enough. In fadk, ‘bs 400 muh. You cant Physizally overcome

'-+; 6 lim 4y the barmer .-"-'b.ﬂ:}r LE,J, and that... \-J'Ef“, 1"'1\#4':; that, You remain a GﬁFH\HE Geahele, d.u"‘.;ldetd,
i’kﬂ:nﬁh the land of the h-w.r:-'n.i:l , forcad to watth your world hustle l;.); ’ﬁ\;l"pu?lh Mﬁfﬂuda{

Pokaw the Guvmulated 0ils of 1,009 o¥her ey Foreneads prossed eqainst thom before you, “ﬂﬂhrmﬁ you
wWont See een that much of it sqain fur months, years, o decades. Maybe not aver. Lk tan be a
phenas Lahnﬂ E@ijmaﬂdﬂ,ﬂﬂti f"'u«h what I want Fo share Lath fw Naw .

On ﬁ}pm'! 23”{, 0L, T it weansbesred Gom Mule Creek Prisan, Near WMe.nta., o
the California. Tastibuhon £0F M%in Chine, juﬂ-— outiide of Leos Anﬂad'r.-;, The meve llaaf'}m about :30as
ord in the eorty dacknesy T mostly just dozed, but as the Sun rose my shreohon Fussied tharply oukside
the barred windows oad onte vhe wWorld of Cart and people aad Tvadside sighis like hauiMﬂ Fracts,
ﬂﬁ; ¢Ctabong, ond Gor mudk of the _'Jaurm:_,-! ows.  Whatever wiad +o bhe Sten, ‘o bhe 5M;41’% it didas

O0i. Mamb Dad wwuld b
E'J ’nmudL.,*- -

o

mater... I wit Wervhelmed by the presence of reulity again, gvea i€ it Seamed superFicidlly j,.;.ry\ﬁ
andl lﬁfﬂd;r lovine
My Honsfer wins uausual . TheakGully (_;‘Imz,k.mjl}!) T was #he only person aboard tha L,‘:.i r“"'ﬁ’t)’

bus ('fm“"?’ the only person= te only other mammaly were the three plgs f-ﬂFurbihﬂ my caphivity, and any
[edeats thak MMﬁ-ﬁad, F o awﬁy)~ Emnq dlong , E tould Ereely loak out bhoth sides of the modern $lave
Ship a4 I pas Convemed lke Largo to dnother (et of thyes HE5 v milog avay . Since I wit$ jfu"ui the wgual
addifonal Prment of fraelling with 30 other hostedes, 5 hed fome physiial and phychic Spuce. Fo Bok, o
Feminisie, ond when the Mﬂﬁ&‘iﬂfﬂ becsme (pmiliar aﬂai;n, +o iaduiﬂa the emohional hurricane that easued.
T lived in Southarn CaliGmia my enhire [ife, S0 Hhis 1rip wisg r&hrnmg me o ﬁm:‘liarrgmund after (5 year



Aot

of what felt like Siberian exile +v a G0 Cal kid licked iy in ¥he northern w;'fﬁ-:.'.a, but it wig ¢ .-’a.qﬂ
Pme 9a the Foad be fore I saw ony thing with 4 $Hong ematonal pull o noskalgic value. Fresns is as
forrorth ag I ever tavelled on my BWn — one Hme, With Datrell, fv the nabiongl F,audsk.wnj ahm,pran;h.;o;
on his Gk wrip hatk do Cali aftec he arnd hig mom moved to New Yorle. He wag Supposed +o compere T
but he broke hig Wik o Wipl" A*?G betore . Thet Was also the last hme he $aw Mo Wwhen T wiasn f:;ﬂn?
Ik in o code . Aryway, in thage hourt North of Fresne , L mostly Yt stared 89w inds Fhe cars of
m.}:‘nfﬁﬂ commuters ard T realize how !srariaj that Samﬂ,{‘, but I was enthralled . After rot keh-? the
inside of & normal car for over a decade (ot +o meabon not having seen a driver whe didnt wes o
{,{qrmi-ﬁajpar Cos Jw’*‘l&S, L-*'ﬁr#f.lwﬂ riﬁu!ar_.peepfff. drink toffee or Ffﬂﬁ glowd o erfue with fheir pasiengers
WES @ canrious fhﬁ&um that AId net erhawt 1B over the hundred mileg or so before the first
Eami)iar 5{5.\{..‘—; Leﬂj_n papping i-l{ﬁ. ,
Al Sorma Pg-'n+ I Saw a4 J"‘-'ﬁf_. L-'”Iaaarﬁ{ Fhat JIPJ‘P&JI-::‘IUME!A} In urﬁmf w.}ﬁ! Jl':.rHu'{ : When Yau

BIE; you WILL meat G’I!:?'ﬁ*:’im As I sat phained “p Hght like a vicioug dnimal ﬁ'#:u‘fnj at The
inLreas f.aﬁf'?' pﬁzd gkin an my hond¢ aller half a .’rfg, {peat in u#e.r'i?- Pami'l’.:.;;j Ldf#ul'f-}f ;, L thoughé
fo myself (h‘ri-'h noe small Measule of f_,.m.i-m}p-}) — r{'}ua‘s{_ Actually, great. Méyhe there really 15
Someone. Tesponpihle afterall. I dosbl i, hut L hope its frue, betage 1 Aefiribely have some Sheff
to hach out with thig "Gud ", She owes ab least-an explanchon, sad Probably a refind.”  Less Hhan a
mile down thy road, rhis thought shll éresh in my m:'ni; L Sawa Le.drqalad Mtan m&fkrrﬂ down +he
Freamoy with 4 bi4, ﬁyﬂﬁz&ﬂmf LM‘J’&,&&.{.}( juH{nﬂ out at odd ongles From his bent badk ; Hien immediately
sbler thak, arother pecson pushing & ﬁiilﬁbr‘da#z/d old tart that Stemed +o contain all Aig Luwr'df-?- possessiong
( his, or EE"' PRAseAsOng .- v wis hard o fell from oultide the Fumeroud Mass of Lfarimﬂ proteching by /i-,gr
From Hhe mfc:!). LF was 6130 inthe morning . T anrily reiterated my hope for the fruth o€ that
billbosrd, for my charce o meet this cruel, culpalle deity vhos Plainly made Sudy a mess of things,
Lom $ure I can never Test unh| Tve given har & piece of My mind for all ¥his 5!-4#—’&;%5 ) 1€ Shes Meql.

Eventually , We Feathed Fresno, and €rom ¥hen on 14 s gl memories, T think TH tedl
Some of thote Stores Separzdely, 30 as nok do dravs Hhig Post out +oo fumﬂ . buw X chikusd up a bLit
5@,\3 e lact f"ﬁiﬂf T ever S214 ﬂuﬂh‘_ﬁ b Darre/] when T was shill & normal Auman Lu,ﬁ, A fer "!"d-ﬂ
;..—,,5;.,}‘{] the G-rnfavrnz neer Frazied fare, wher my siskur had hor cobin Hhat I only qob fv ViSIt one
time. ! ngry Velley /ﬁvrnmj where I got My frgh dirk bike at 1o years od, rhen rede +he
Fetehrack Hears later 1n My Second HFL; ﬁurﬂuﬂh Lake {I/IHSL,E{ (l.-fa:‘h /s Hhak Phe ndme ) T Hink L got
Phat wrong ), past Pyramid Lake, and the... the interchinge of e I-5 ard 134, 4 rosd Ive
trsvelled hundireds of Hmel f_ﬂ?f- my eacliged Memaries of F‘Ehzminj hame +o Ventura. lhen I wag yawﬁr.r,
b had 4lwayg Seeme 5?&‘} Mlﬂmf dupolt o the inkeeminable Jouraey bade + my wurld. Now it just
Saemed pack of thuk world M’W by it, and g athingly close fs my childhood hame that L covldie
esily walked Gom Yhere, O my hondf. Throwgh glass. No problem .



i Q W frﬁi‘ﬂlt fﬂ'i@ﬂa - Li“'-

After that f%iﬂi‘_, ﬂ\-‘*\jf became Eﬁfﬁﬂm#ﬁffj Maore E.xmmici#fnﬂl bLamiliar o the 'ﬂomf of Nausea
oads T4 travelled evuy single day for many years, Roudy T4 bavelled whe, T bebeved I was froe
QFMH‘. Pﬂ}.‘-— '51’;{ .F'?;ﬂ;‘ M‘ﬁ*'-ﬁ-- ,ﬂ"lﬂqﬁ"ﬂfﬂ; the amubgment f’#l‘ Witk the '5k_}l"'§£rﬂ“lpul'nﬂ red +ower

that in qﬂ.lrmr frps there T gomehory mﬂﬂﬁjﬂd Nenver +o 4o +o the fop of (Aph;mf?) . That Lihole
area yust Flosded me with poterbul memiries of childhood si

| then adolestente. when My brother.
in—law woild drive ws by it 00 our vy b0 LA Coven by !?m.e:.mty, the motocrosy Hack where T hed

my frsk race dnd vhere I contnued io Comperte el through my Second life, mdkmﬂ @ army of
neas ond na ,Fsrr‘aiy missed 'F“'mtf!i (‘;f!.dhi« You, 5¢yd§ir., Le.a, Derrick . .. 5o many !ﬁh’-ﬂ,dl.). Then came
Infente Memorisl er}. from that Second hfe, Lhen Daniel aad I Jvok our Summer Frain & bike
advienbures dovn fFrom  Palmdale o Mayic Movakain ord the Hurritane Horbor wWater park next-door.
Agan, these are stories #rom real like T ghouid probably tell, but separzted,, They deserve Hheir own
fpoce. .

All that fime, Tm Sure I appeared to My caphct like a gopher on medh My head waﬂuf{
m"d‘f?r as L tried +o ongume exeiy inih of u"iifi':;ji: meraofy on Loth Sides of the bus. IF Huy Wwelre
Wikthing me , and Jm $we ab hast the Fear quaman WAS, the, probobly fealized we were xe 4 my home. .

The Jnf-ﬁrd\.m.jg_ of the 5 aad f‘f’f;‘w Was My éfmﬁf.ﬂj Point. I :I.F-"'z.ﬁﬁi?' had a
Sovere. [ump in my thoosk, bui Seing the turnof€ +o Palmdzle, the |ugh plece Lty called home, ond where «
.Iwﬁ:, numnber of myold Fiends gLl Jive | all +f whom probably drove thal same shrebeh o€ roed many +imes pec
Week suer the: post edghiean yeats, Some. of uhom 84 have oven been an that e SR 1t e right
Tthen. .. ﬁju}t$ﬁnk¢ dovwn. I watehed 1H--rz:-1.aﬂi1 tears ag my furnoff Went L}..; ﬁvﬁhﬂﬂ my Nede +o Hhe

m,#-.:nej eAHeme o wakeh the exyf diiﬂfwrﬂ hehind wf for ag 'J""‘ﬂ ag Im:t;fj 1hen rmmdfm"ﬂf H#H-:.mﬁ

the frain Hacks Hhat ﬂ-!ﬁl"i"lui Mg fv Sthes| in MmﬁfgL twite é Week for fo vedr3 ; Nexs- to Phe coueduct

that had mesmerized me Since T v & libHe ki driving Ly '+ ith my dad decades bebore, T broke Aswn
Jno hmwhﬂ Sabs, hat teass peuring down My face wikh no Cosy Wiy do Wipe them ofE \uyith 4ll the Chding
0n my bady , but no resl desire +o try very hard eivher. T Simly sucumhed . T Needed 40. The pain was
almost unbeorahle . Frum ther, mamﬁamfprﬁsm conbinved jﬁuuﬁ:!?» Passing the ot i, i |
unide had Come b my resiue on the Side of the ﬁway where My car had broken doiwn Just a Feaw
months Inte my seeond J'fFe', gnd then fhrﬁ’y Lequ:t that we enteed the Slredeh of the o ﬁ'gg.l.rd\.;’-
where Id loved +o WrIng guk My fakcar 4 litle Porsche aly, Catapel H’tﬂ Wedl pask /oo m}l,uﬂ'-.. before
the exit For Hhat Same Savior uncles houce, Hhe avuncular retredt vhece xJ SPent Lowntess
and months of My },Jwiﬂﬁ.-f SwmMmers with my hwe tlosesk tousing. The teard juse sznt ‘{;H'“ﬂ .

Ez:,-a;.ﬁl .r‘l"? unz-—ln_l,; q_jﬁ.,l'l- In iuni.:h"gif +ha. -}-t.rrll-nr'r ﬂa{.- much IE"H ﬁvm'-l-ar, #‘Huﬂh x 5qu:i m'{”ﬁ;
b find ‘ﬁ"ﬂ-Piﬂu wWhere My Lousin Eric fvole Mz movnttin I':,:k.mﬂ 2orky in oy second lide. Soon T il

deven and. my wision Cleared o bit, The views from the 210 Lrvontiy above Buchink wd Esale Aok

Weeks




Yoy

Gre really speciacnlor, those old hillside neighborhoods Pke little mazes Fal) oF almost DI Sewsssidn
architechwre , the 1éonic LA, Skyline lhowetted in the disience . Soon we were in PMﬂd&nﬂ} end

I wuld see the City Hall that my friend had jost Cent me a pivhare of from hit firck enver \ist+
Yhere 6 Week earler. T+ Ledt ,‘uﬂ"ﬁﬂn':, Jtm....rfnﬂ how tose L wiss af that moment tn Where my £riead wasg
Just dﬁ.:_.r; hedore. JHow close we were agéin, for o brief mmament, 1o gach other. Thea i+ Was on
o Chino, Somemhere I only exer pasied hrough on frips bo Las Vegut wih my dad.

Aller 1 howd an the r‘méf, i+ Wik all over, and here I am: Cotlervach MHeaven fﬁ,‘},_

Bk acuslly, yes, Soct of . Yoy, Th pice bo (ssct oF) he hick in the Southland again . Evecything
ahout 14 feelt hetter b me. T ahy ianst T gn _)._fl:r;l" bhe {.dﬂe,d in my own bag_;e\yﬂ,-{jf and Chine
i§ glmest fvo close 4o home . Suk nal—ﬁw:'&; #5 Shll fareya wnough + he tolerable  unlike Lancaster,
where the Ipf"fi-‘ﬂ /< I-+w.=.H?f ﬂﬂiir near doer to my old dochors ofbep and ju{i'ﬁ.dﬂ-?&ft miles from
Adam¢ house H_E_zf-_ﬁ: NO. I wuld rever- But ow hare ... 1+ ok. The T.V.Stztbons
ind Weather are Femillar aqdin.  Even the nﬁ”ﬁrjl-ﬂﬁ- are ones I koW, So ne more Wioushy itehy

f
eyes and $not attaeks out of Nowhere henever the wind hlovs Juse Wivng i March and Apcil , whicl,

WL A "_-E#”?»‘ L‘ﬂ Px‘a“m u)o Nordh .

Thats the ride, Hen. The Middle Pﬂiﬁjﬂ b Jf i L :’-'-an-{—ury style right f#ﬂruﬂh the
heact of Calibacnia. Moyhe X1l write 4 fer more 200mad~in portcibs of Some of ¥he
pore. Salient aspecks of whe drlp \ I dumno. Mayhe 4% +00 much, for me AVD for you (but

In Aifferent ways, Jal ) But then again, 1€ I dont wrte it, Aot reord ik Somehow ...
did 1+ even Ltﬁxzﬂ" Dees Hhe wrrvworded past just... K P€k? Maybe me +o0, jush...
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