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z ‘juf.-r ;wﬂw at a Fr:,: I sy ?WﬁM at’ .E;-,.ELAH;E Maw.&j ﬂfef
ore hamk +H ﬁp«!‘uﬁﬂy Surat, fﬁaujh you Lan §eme Kmes d{a_rgi,rlf them er

eafen make Some ﬂl"”"”’ﬂ contacd Hoat d:‘;mwzﬂa; them from -:anﬁnmfnj
to Fly in your alrfpoce. . An?waf, I swated ot him™® fom a reloged fposibion, on the upper
hunk | never "‘F‘”’ﬂ more than Jusk my hand. +o Adismiss him. I enphasize These gerails §pecifically
te wntrast with the L).rfe.r-;’pm.zy reduhons T. Aeseribed in my last o Laﬁ-tm%'f: ‘mjé—; (”I
Beat You, Bidch!™ ond ”ﬂuﬂﬁ.} Prugs, nd B"‘ﬁit Tu{?r 902{9) . Why should my mild aﬁoraa.u&
+o this €ly today be 5o difterant From my abjedt, 5M;’ﬂ Ferror in the Face of an imaginary
etd. ackroach o Hhe Pﬂmrﬁm! beast that werﬂed from the dephy of the Sink drujn o
ﬂ,ﬂ!oarmHy permaneatly invade my Consciousnes¢ o couple \weeks dﬂa? T had to Hhink about
that, So row, Zm wniting about 1t.

The fly that was épramnﬂ me todsy was o small one, 04 a Slow ane . He wusnd a
by pleal ;wmaﬂ?; which darte around Very ?;wékiy; more ike & fruit Fly, 4 Jazy, Eloating £ly.
 He made no aJ.:mrI- Airechonal d-ua.nﬂa;( or wild acellerabions, Iﬂu"‘jw&* sort of erutsed . Maybe hi

laid badk Slowness Softened My dﬁf-;uaifhm? But iF S0, then u.rk?, my axtistenhal ﬁ‘u}(fﬂu-!' at the
big black Sower bug tharctawled o slowly up the $ide of the Sink, Thea just chilled for a cuple.
Minutet While T shook with termor and diﬁ.ﬁuﬁ arnd J,a,pmmy fricd +v think of @ Wiry o either N
My spice of It 0r Memove mﬁm ’p.wmnmﬁ?. From the Sfm? /l*"c:; ¢lawness dlone was not +he
ssue .

Somm yesrs a4p an a.o?/uaini‘zmm o Ming ofCered his ﬂuwr}' Lot we vidlue other r'l-:ve*; él.ﬁ.fed
primacily on Hur size . He Hmﬂm that, du}m‘{-ﬁ, many excephions to the rule, wWe are 3&@1#1?’
Much More omrizalle k:'”h\ﬂ smaller creatures than .’w-_eje, ones. I rejecked this theory; that
i6, I Wanted +o "E;}MH—; becpnse 1t AR violene o my FEJ'F—EWI% ideq that I value «/f va_fi
Thingg u}'ﬁ”y; or at [esst not on a § “dﬂ'\j Scale Megswed almost w.ﬁr;!;, by mere carbon mass,
But $omething about his 1den tang Unlomfortebly true, I decided nof Jo think much More about it.

Today T realize I toat deny he \wis rf_e]Ht In fek, i+s painfully sbvioug (,pf“aéaéﬂ;z why
T Grep mse]f do Jusk purit eatirely out of mind Father than Sit itk it ﬁrmgrb Aimost



A oL

anyone will kill mice before theyll kill cots, and theyre lying +o say thals just hecause mice ruin
fhings. Theyd shll kill the Mouse with relatively litHe Lompunchon,, en IF i tlearly 154+ or cannot do
any actws| damage And mportzntly, our Feachont to Others I«:;Hrnﬂ mice, I‘ijz“cé} of their reasons,
will Iavariakly be ?«d.fl'*.ﬁ#u’d?r difCerent from our Meactions +o Hmﬂnﬁ theyd killed eats instead.
Or turtles. Or exen f'*ﬂwni ( wn lese }mu}-a a Neww Vﬂf‘kg)‘).
We ﬁ il J'.—.irﬂiﬁh Luﬂ; with le4s emohonal mn;gﬁbwn{.z than sméllish snakes ﬁmemﬂ?z
5 peeting. And we make dlmost no ebort v avoid killng countless hwndreds of creatures each day
that trod the jruwi bheneath our fook. We roadkill g?am..!; with MAIF & Second ﬁﬁhﬂh# ,
whereas we might even stop +o see if & oyote weve hit i¢ shll alive. Theres cleacly « $ize-
related hicrarchy o our Valuabion of life | No Matker what We want o think . And nat st in
teems of what were willing lo kill, but alss vhat weie uw;ﬁ to Avlerste, At the smullect scale
Thata u)w«.:.afl?x 4pparent . Myself L dont [ike o kill £lies . Yer I }mw, Many Hmes, Very litte
Femarse wually ollows, 'H“"“ﬂ" T Ao Make efCorty tv just direct them oubside if possible. Eifher way,
Im ot S0 r.i'aiﬂmg,,i. ind upset {-;}.f theem that T cant bear ther fm;mm. Lve L..fif-ui' dut ffmhﬂf? eatire
colontes oF anl ab Himes. On the other hand, I1 alto |et Jong ant Acails alone , even coewst With them
Sometimes wath Mo Compulsian 1 d'e,ﬂ-rn’y them al all. M.}. 4 Theyre so small, IF they stay fheir
Frail not mwmhﬂ my food or drink, then I Lmﬂ;, wen notce Them, I just dont Care, But that
Cockroath cartass I THOUGHT I S6ui, and the Auge Vhatover-bug L defintely saw — those
Lasmqﬁ;. Lo mmanded My fullest atention, snd I tovid not Fest unkl I was Sure both were Gone
from my Iife. Why? T must be patly relafed v size, 0™ They Sikered me, disturbed me
dwp’y. Their uﬁ}meﬁ #JW Fam#mj anclgnt In me . Bub anks T find M#;H'}; unchirusive .  That
$ald... ZTve alss Seen F«a’l’-fﬁ«ﬂef sty photes of anh up close, and T KNOW i€ T prs s‘wﬁﬁinj
like THAT an & |arger scale, T wovld abgolutely implode. T# Neednt be- horror -movie Auge, ard
¥ dossn't hane 1o pose any Physical fhreat 4o me ;) J# Simply has o be !ﬂ"j‘j e:m-:ﬂl'-. for me tv scern
1 dwhal alien feahres , bo intuit Some hekt 4o i+ individual parts. Sdme Fr Fleag. Same for Flies,
enven that Slow e 4uy I r‘rm:ﬁ.ﬂm#l}. ¢ hooed Alway tvday , uneoncarned With it ProRimity Se /“‘-’"9
4% he asnt right up In my face. Bul fuppase that Same Fly, With the same mild h‘“ﬁ”"’“‘"’*# vy
at Cxaukly the same 5fea¢;l; Were S0 o |00 Himes J'A'ﬁar? Hovr would I react thea” ‘:’l"; believe me.,



Bloy 1§60 (ihy ded the 1y £1y7) T oE P
£ontinved
L hackor 10 illusions on that point. £ woid Fuking LOSE ZT. 12 yell, and ZJ run (if there
W dnywhere o run H}. Stutk In a cage with it I would almost certainly hide under the
Hﬁﬂhﬂ, enfen in the Mest exHeme I)M,h unhl the door \wag ﬂf&ﬁ&d again and I covld make
& Prepur ettape. L wpuldnt Feturn unb! L wag Sure F had gone. But T4 also be a whole
Jot more Teduchant+o smash [+, or o theruage Mortally wound it, than T would rhat liste £y
wha visited J-ad.g?’_ Infnitely more reluiant. Not g much from coneen for its life , but then
dain, Y25, that +0, in 4 way. L would prore. inhereatly undersiand or empathise beith 'ts suffering
from a cewthed Thorax or lost hmb o wing. I J'!'sz-ffim would wpiet me, Any wisible evidence of
m"ﬂ‘g any Sight of I8 Inkernal H3Sues or £lwide waould greatly Adistress me. A very iy Fly,
01 the other hand, can he ctuhed with 4 wad of Klecnex and eave mﬂqu but & nearly invisible
blotth., It il make No noise | No (atatlysmic crunch ,sfﬁ,-.ﬂm,\ﬂ My rn.ﬁf;ﬂjgg,-;,;}, for the
sn“m"j oub of i€e. Tm not sure Why , Mayhe 11 4n ovolved Pireholsgical protective mechansm,
(Aug, to the uber unavoldability of k-.“ﬁmﬂ f—r‘nf creatures @A ﬂa,isz), but He Savage m-.urm,j.
of bdrely visible animalc Just Aoesnt afbeihk Me Much ; and certainly noF without a fal'nl-ec:l
and n‘nlrmh’mﬂ”;,r Sustained constiousness of thair lives

Lo Just rdméllp'r:ﬁ Now .- do You have dny ﬂoughi-j on this shetr” Please share !

¥ (f”a:ff the Iitfe £y T Lemu;mf why not 7 I think fhe neutra| use of the
J’%ﬁ:’:sh Masealing. proneun 14 $hll acteptable Lor non-human r:mi'-ura;‘, rfﬂl.f'? Ad
eNen fﬂoujk i+ &ppears Yo he in vain fs kee,a f\{?afrﬁ Lor #he M?Hm P braxd
Neas fhfmfui; Hﬂﬂww{ R Proncun #’ Place of W Hhal g can comfortably
uée Lor Amms; L shil reject the abominable Subshituhon of Fhe 5""‘3“""’-"
they' for JUst ens pecson or creahure )



